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Transit systems eye Uber, Lyft as way Repo
to cost-effectively transport disabled stud
BOSTON (AP) — Several
U.S. transit systems looking
to defray costs of providing
services for the disabled
are weighing partnerships
with Uber and Lyft, unsettling some advocates
who note that ride-hailing
services have themselves
faced criticism over accessibility.
Paratransit, better known
under names like “The
Ride,” ‘’Access-a-Ride” or
“Dial-a-Ride,” is required
under the 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act.
But the costs, which include door-to-door pickup and drop-off, can be
steep.
The average cost of operating a single paratransit trip is about $23 in the
United States, compared
with less than $4 for the
average trip on bus or light
rail. In Boston, the average
cost a ride is about $45, in
Washington, about $50,
and in New York, nearly
$57, ofﬁcials said.
Transit agencies nationwide logged about 223 million paratransit trips at a
cost exceeding $5.1 billion
— about 12 percent of total
transit operating costs — in
2013, according to the most
recent data from the American Public Transportation
Association. The price tag
is particularly high in major cities, where agencies
struggle with regular ser-

vice and maintenance.
“I understand there are
budget concerns. But for
me this is a quality-of-life
issue,” said Sarah Kaplan,
32, who was born with
cerebral palsy and uses a
wheelchair. She rides a vehicle operated by the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority to get to and
from her job as internship
coordinator with the Boston Center for Independent
Living.
“I want the right to leave
my house like everyone
else,” Kaplan said.
In 2012, the MBTA doubled fares from $2 to $4
for The Ride, triggering
protests; several people
chained their wheelchairs
together and blocked traffic. Fares were later rolled
back to $3 for most rides.
The deficit-ridden
agency now hopes to cut
$10 million in annual
paratransit costs by expanding an existing taxi
voucher system and contracting with ride-hailing
services.
The plan, not yet finalized, would charge customers $2 a ride, while
the MBTA contributes up
to $13 for the trip. If a trip
costs more than $15, the
passenger would pay the
difference.
A potential incentive for
riders: Uber or Lyft can be
summoned immediately
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Fireworks accident at temple in India kills more than 100
T H I RU VA N A N T H A PURAM, India (AP) — The
Hindu temple in southern India was packed with
Copyright 2016 Monroe Media Group 04/11/2016
April 16, 2016
7:00 am (GMT for
+4:00)a religious
thousands
festival early Sunday when
the fireworks began — an

witness said. Many people
were trapped inside.
“It was complete chaos,”
said Krishna Das of Paravoor. “People were screaming in the dark. Ambulance
sirens went off, and in the

