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SPORTS

Position: Receiver
His reaction: “It’s a huge honor. I was not expecting it 

at all. It shocked me so much. It almost made me sick.”
Parents: Brian and Michelle Schankin of Petersburg. 

Both are Summerfield graduates who played sports at 
the school. Brian played football, basketball and baseball 
– just like Steve. Michelle, whose maiden name is Crots, 
played volleyball and was a cheerleader.

Siblings: Sister Dawn is a junior at Summerfield and 
brother Trent is an 8th grader.

Famous ancestors: His great-grandfather, Carl 
Schankin, played on a Petersburg basketball team that 
went to the state semifinals in 1928. His grandfather on 
his mother’s side is Ken Crots, a great athlete at Whit-
eford who played football at the University of Toledo and 
set several kicking records.

Best Memories: “Definitely the Whiteford game where 
I had that catch over Colin Lake for a touchdown. And 
then I had a catch and run against Sand Creek where I 
ran a fade (route) and Lucas (quarterback Lucas Diver) 
threw an absolutely perfect ball. I didn’t have to do 
anything.”

Biggest games: 179 yards against Sand Creek, 10 
catches against Clinton.

Player he emulated: “Jed Crots (a for-
mer Summerfield receiver) is my cousin. 
I watched him play his senior year and I 
thought if he could do it, I could do it, too.”

What his coach, Erik Johnson, said: 
“He had an outstanding season. He was 
our go-to receiver from Day 1. He ran real 
nice routes and was always looking to make 
himself better. He’s the kind of kid where you 
tell him something and he would really listen. 
Then he went out and used it on the field.”

Other sports: Plays guard in basketball and 
is a pitcher and shortstop in baseball.

Favorite sport: “Basketball. I have always liked 
that best. But after this football season, I have to like it, 
too.”

Future plans: “I want to try to play basketball at Siena 
Heights. If I can’t do that, I probably will go to Adrian and 
go into sports management. My dream job would be to 
work for the Detroit Lions or Detroit Pistons as an assis-
tant general manager or something along those lines.”

Other dreams: “I want to try to get a pilot’s license 
when I get out of school. I really, really want to fly planes.”
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A L L  T E A M

St. Mary Catholic Central’s 
volleyball team talks about 
goals before every season.

For the players, the goal was 
to get back to Battle Creek and 
win another state 
title after falling 
just short last year.

For coach Diane 
Tuller, the goal 
was the same it 
always has been 
— get better every 
game.

The Kestrels 
almost messed up 
her timetable by 
winning the Bedford Tourna-
ment to open the season and 
knocking off the Class A pow-
erhouse Mules in the process. 
It’s hard to start the season any 
better than that.

SMCC rolled through the 
Huron League with a 14-0 
record and dropped only six 
matches during the regular 
season. Ranked No. 1 in Class 
C all year, the Kestrels seemed 
like a cinch to win their fourth 
state title.

It can be a blessing and a 
misfortune to play on a team 
like SMCC. The Kestrels have 
played in the state finals 5 of 
the last 11 years, but they have 
14 players on their roster. There 
are only six spots on one side of 
a volleyball court. Talented girls 
who would be impact players 

on other teams find themselves 
playing backup roles at SMCC 
because there is so much tal-
ent.

Tuller says she is always go-
ing to put her six best players 
on the floor for every situation 
once the postseason starts, but 
that doesn’t mean anyone is 
sacred. “We’re so well rounded 
that anybody can step in and 
play,” she said.

Setter Annie Pizzo and out-
side hitter Katie Geiman were 
regulars most of the season 
who lost their starting jobs. 
Pizzo went down with an ankle 
injury and Geiman lost her 
spot to her twin sister, Kelsey, 
who got hot at the end of the 
season.

Tuller’s goal of getting better 
every game suffered a setback 
when the Kestrels played their 
worst match of the season in 
the state quarterfinals. The 
coach started pulling players 
and again called on Pizzo and 
Katie Geiman. Both contrib-
uted big-time to a comeback 
victory. But they were back on 
the bench two days later when 
SMCC returned to the state 
semifinals in Battle Creek.

What I noticed in both 
matches was both the regulars 
and the supporting cast were 
just as much into the match. 
Nobody acted like a star. Win-

Tuller helps SMCC 
capture another title

— Evening News photo by TOM HAWLEY

Cassie Haut holds the trophy as St. Mary Catholic Central celebrates the 
Class C State Championship Saturday.

COLLEGE PARK, Md. (AP) — 
Choosing to look toward the fu-
ture rather than honor the past, 
Maryland joined the Big Ten on 
Monday, bolting from the Atlantic 
Coast Conference in a move driven 
by the school's budget woes.

Maryland was a charter member 
of the ACC, which was founded in 
1953. Tradition and history, howev-
er, were not as important to school 
President Wallace D. Loh as the 
opportunity to be linked with the 
prosperous Big Ten.

"By being a member of the Big 
Ten Conference, we are able to 
ensure financially stability for 
Maryland athletics for decades 
to come," Loh said, speaking at 
a news conference with Big Ten 
Commissioner Jim Delany and 
Athletic Director Kevin Anderson.

Loh and other school officials in-
volved in the decision decided that 
the potential money to be made in 
the Big Ten was more significant 
than the $50 million exit fee and 
the tradition associated with be-
longing to the same conference for 
59 years.

"I am very aware that for many 
of our Terps fans and alumni, their 
reaction is stunned and disap-
pointed. But we will always cherish 
the memories, the rivalries, the tra-
dition of the ACC," Loh said. "For 
those alumni and Terp fans, I will 
now say this: I made this decision 
as best as I could ... to do what is 
best for the University of Maryland 
for the long haul."

Maryland eliminated seven 
sports programs earlier this year, 
and Loh said the shift to the Big Ten 
could provide enough of a windfall 
to restore some of those sports.

Delany said Maryland's entry 
was approved unanimously by the 
conference's 12 presidents.

"Quite honestly, they were gid-
dy," Delany said. "Maybe some 
people Fear the Turtle. We embrace 
the Turtle."

Maryland will become the south-
ernmost member of the Big Ten 
member starting, in July 2014. Rut-
gers is expected follow suit by Tues-
day, splitting from the Big East and 

making it an even 14 schools in the 
Big Ten, though Delany would not 
confirm that.

But he had no problem explain-
ing why the Big Ten would be inter-
ested in stretching its boundaries 
from the Midwest.

"We realize that all of the major 
conferences are slightly outside of 
their footprint," Delany said. "We 
believe that the association is one 
that will benefit both of us."

For Maryland, the move was not 

Bigger Ten
Conference opens doors 
to Maryland; Rutgers next

C H A N G E S  A R E  C O M I N G

BIG TEN
The 117-year-old conference adds 
members for the second time 
in the past three years, follow-
ing the addition of Nebraska, 
which joined in 2010. Maryland 
and Rutgers will push Big Ten 
membership to 14 schools and 
extend the league's reach east 
and south.

ACC
Loses a charter member in 
Maryland. The ACC will have 14 
schools next year, with Syracuse 
and Pittsburgh joining. Notre 
Dame is expected to join as soon 
as 2015, but not for football. The 
ACC will need to replace Mary-
land. Connecticut and Louisville 
from the Big East are likely 
candidates.

BIG EAST
Loses one of its original football 
members in Rutgers at a crucial 
time for the conference. The Big 
East has lost three full mem-
bers (Pitt, Syracuse and West 
Virginia) since September 2011. 
The league is slated to become 
a 12-team football conference 
next season, that includes Boise 
State and San Diego State. It is 
also working on a new television 
deal, negotiations that will not be 
helped by signs of instability.

Jeff 
Meade
Evening News 
sports writer

See MEADE, Page 2B See BIGGER, Page 2B

ALLEN PARK (AP) — The 
Detroit Lions are benching 
wide receiver Titus Young 
this week after what coach 
Jim Schwartz called "unac-
ceptable" behavior during 
Sunday's loss to Green Bay.

Schwartz did not char-
acterize the move as a 
suspension, but he said 
Young was sent home 
from the team's practice 
facility Monday and will 
be inactive for Detroit's 
game against Houston on 
Thanksgiving. The coach 
did not say what Young 
specifically did wrong.

"When you play a team 
sport, you need to put team 
before yourself," Schwartz 
said. "There's no room for 
selfish behavior."

Young, a second-year re-
ceiver out of Boise State, 
has 33 catches for 383 yards 
and four touchdowns this 
season. He caught one pass 
for 24 yards Sunday.

Young was involved in an 
altercation with teammate 
Louis Delmas last offsea-
son. When he was in col-
lege, he missed most of the 
2008 season for disciplin-
ary reasons.

"That is ground that 
we've already covered, and 
I thought that we would be 
past this, but we haven't 
been," Schwartz said. "His 
behavior on Sunday was 
unacceptable, and it hurt 
the team, particularly on 
offense."

The Lions lost 24-20 to 
Green Bay, falling to 4-6. 
With their playoff hopes 
dwindling, they face Hous-

Lions send 
Young home

TITUS YOUNG

See LIONS, Page 3B


