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Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of  religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 

abridging the freedom of  speech, or of  the press; or the 
right of  the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 

the Government for a redress of  grievances. 
The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

 GUEST EDITORIAL

Commentaries from other newspapers do not necessarily  
reflect the views of The Monroe News’ editorial board

Kudos to The Monroe News for 
a wonderful pre-election section, 
describing all types of races and ballot 
questions. You did a great job. I have 
been reading these since I became a 
voter in 1970. However, shame on the 
45 candidates from various races who 
did not submit bio information for the 
section. And even though there were 
more Democrats than Republicans 
who failed to provide information, 
the two parties were still pretty closely 
matched in numbers of people not 
responding.

Their defense likely is, “Well, I am 
running unopposed.” Tough. As long 
as you are spending tax money, or you 

want to be in a position where you will, 
we the electorate need to know about 
you, even if no one is running against 
you. Maybe I am old-fashioned, but 
when the newspaper of record in your 
community asks you for information to 
help enlighten the electorate and you 
do not provide that information, you 
have just disrespected me as a voter.

If you do not have time enough to 
write down information about yourself 
and how you stand on various issues, 
why should I take the time to pull the 
lever for you in August and November?
Bobb Vergiels
Monroe

Shame on candidates who didn’t submit biographies

Paul Francis stated on the Fred 
LeFebvre show that “Trudy Hers-
berger, Greg Stewart and himself 
think alike on many things, disagree 
on many things,” but they are not 
running as a team. He said, “I don’t 
think a team ought to be put into 
office.”

How odd to be “proud of not be-
ing a team.” The concept of teams 
has been around for thousands of 
years. American soldiers fought 
in World War I, World War II and 
Vietnam as a team to survive, and 
teamwork also helped NASA put 
a man on the moon. I shudder to 
think how Bo Schembechler, Urban 
Meyer and the Cleveland Cavaliers 
could have triumphed without 
teamwork. These athletes, busi-
nesses and U.S. armed forces were 
proud to be a part of a team.

The lack of teamwork is evident at 
the township hall meetings, where 
Greg Stewart longs for civility. 

There is little cooperation, lack of 
preparedness at every meeting and 
month after month of unresolved 
issues. 

Paul Francis is right — incumbent 
full-time board members are not a 
team. How frustrating for trustees 
who are part time and consistently 
prepared for these meetings to 
show up to mass confusion. What 
would Woody Hayes say to these 
full-timers’ lack of preparation? 
“Perfect preparation prevents poor 
performance.”

Time and time again, these 
incumbents make it seem like it 
takes a rocket scientist from NASA 
to fill their positions. Sure, having 
a CPA is nice but not necessary for 
the treasurer’s job. Experience in 
banking, real and property taxes 
and depositories will get the job 
done. Experience is not the be-all 
end-all. It takes pride, morals, eth-
ics, enthusiasm, commitment, a 

passion to work for the community 
and teamwork. 

Maybe Paul Francis should adopt 
Schembechler’s philosophy: “No 
man is more important than the 
team. No coach is more important 
than the team. The team, the team, 
the team, and if we think that way, 
all of us, everything that you do, you 
take into the consideration what 
effect does it have on my team.” Or 
Woody Hayes’ famous quote: “Even 
the best team without a sound plan 
can’t score. The height of human 
desire is what wins, whether on 
the beaches of Normandy or in the 
Ohio stadium.” 

I rest my case. Vote David Dunni-
gan and the Dream Team, who are 
dedicated, passionate, qualified and 
prepared for the challenge ahead of 
them.
Ashley Ruetz
Temperance

Team concept leads people to greatness — and ‘Dream Team’ knows it 

Did Greg Stewart make any progress 
since 2012? See his 2012 platform/
promises below to make an informed 
decision prior to voting Tuesday:

Full disclosure of township financial 
records and publish it on the township 
Web site. It took three years to publish 
the township health care costs, disclose 
township salaries, benefits and the Ca-
dillac health care plan. FYI, township 
employees pay less for benefits than a 
retired person on Social Security.

In 2012: Improve the use of the 
township Web site to communicate 
with residents. He said, “The Web site 
is a tool that either needs to be used or 
not waste our money. It needs to be a 
dynamic, interactive tool that brings 
value to the citizens. Timely informa-
tion and ease of access must encourage 
visitors to make our Web site a part of 
the Internet routine.” 

Stewart was once employed by a 
regional growth partnership and ran 
the technology incubator. So much for 
running on experience — it took him 
3½ years to initiate a Facebook page.

Mr. Stewart stated that opponents 
were pushing communication because 
that was all they had to run on but 
took their ideas and created a Face-
book page within less than a month 

after the forum when opponent Austin 
Mack stated our technology was poorly 
lacking and antiquated. Mr. Stewart 
said the township is using Facebook 
to disperse information and that his 
challengers just want to have dialogue. 
Can’t you exchange information while 
exchanging dialogue? Purely seman-
tics, Mr. Stewart. By the way, the board 
voted down the suggestion to upgrade 
the Web site when it was suggested in 
2015 because it cost too much. I guess 
Mr. Stewart finally found the money for 
the Facebook page.

In 2012, he also promoted greater 
fiscal responsibility and lower taxes, 
but it ranked 10 on his campaign 
platform list. If you are going to be fis-
cally responsible, shouldn’t that be in 
the top five? Stewart pushed for a $75 
annual SAD tax to get the roads done 
when there was in excess of $3 million 
in the general fund. It took taxpayer 
pressure, petitions and two township 
meetings to force his hands to utilize 
the inflated general fund for road work. 
Mr. Stewart had to be overly convinced 
by taxpayers to leverage the money for 
the road and to reduce the 1 percent 
administration fee. Progress or empty 
promises?
Caroline Track 
Lambertville

Bedford supervisor made little progress on platform

FROM THE DETROIT NEWS

The latest Democratic 
platform doesn’t try to 
hide its mission of grow-
ing government. Nearly 
every bullet point in the 
2016 document would lead 
to higher taxes and more 
intrusive federal oversight.

Even Democrats ac-
knowledge this platform 
is a significant shift to 
the left. While the party 
is striving hard to come 
together around Hillary 
Clinton, many of Bernie 
Sanders’ ardent supporters 
aren’t willing to give up the 
fight for their candidate, 
as has been displayed this 
week at the Democratic 
National Convention in 
Philadelphia. This action 
plan is an attempt to reach 
out to the most delicate 
fringe of the Democratic 
Party.

But it may not play as 
well with the broad elec-
torate. The Clinton cam-
paign itself called this the 
most progressive platform 
in Democratic Party his-
tory, a claim supported by 
numerous media outlets 
and pundits.

Similar to the Republi-
can platform, which strikes 
several positions not taken 
by its nominee, Donald 
Trump, the Democratic 
document is further left 
than Clinton has been in 
her career. And like the 
GOP, the Democrats are 
preoccupied with social 
issues.

Clinton, to get Sanders’ 
endorsement, embraced a 
wide swath of his agenda. 
For instance, she agreed to 
support his plan to offer 
free college to all U.S. stu-
dents — even those who 
could afford to pay their 
own tuition. It’s a proposal 
she once mocked.

That plan alone, which 
is in the platform, would 
cost hundreds of billions 
of dollars. And it is just 
one of many costly new 
giveaways.

Clinton is giving Detroit 
resident Henrietta Ivey, 
a home care worker she 
met while campaigning 
in Michigan, a prime spot 
tonight to make her case 
for a $15 national mini-
mum wage. That would be 
inflationary and ignores 
cost-of-living differences 
in various regions of the 
country. While $15 an hour 
might make sense in New 
York City and some other 
high-cost places, it would 
distort the economies in 
rural areas where costs and 
incomes are much lower.

The platform illustrates 
some of the stark ideo-
logical differences between 
Republicans and Demo-
crats. To achieve their uto-
pian vision for the country, 
Democrats believe that 
government holds the 
keys to opportunity and 
fairness. In contrast, Re-
publicans — evidenced by 
their platform if not their 
nominee — hold that a 
more limited government 
that gets out of the way is 
what will open doors to 
economic prosperity.

Here’s a taste of what 
Democrats hope to ac-
complish:

■ On abortion, the party 
removed a plank from 
the 2012 platform that 
expressed support for reli-
gious liberty and advocates 
the abolition of all state 
and local laws that in any 
way limit abortions.

■ Democrats are calling 
for a carbon tax on fossil 
fuel emissions. The GOP 
platform specifically op-
poses such a tax, which 
has worked poorly in the 
European countries that 
have tried it.

■ The platform aban-
dons previous language 
expressing respect for the 
Second Amendment and 
instead advocates aggres-
sive action to curb gun vio-
lence, including allowing 
lawsuits against gun stores 
and manufacturers when 
a weapon is misused. That 
effectively would end gun 
making and sales in this 
country.

■ It calls for a host of 
new social spending on 
everything from relieving 
college debt to universal 
preschool and expanded 
child care.

Of course, no price tag 
is included. But “reining 
in Wall Street” and “mak-
ing the wealthy pay their 
fair share of taxes” offer a 
glimpse of how Democrats 
would hope to pay for all 
these offerings.

The platform’s introduc-
tion states, “Democrats 
believe that cooperation is 
better than conflict, unity 
is better than division, em-
powerment is better than 
resentment and bridges 
are better than walls.”

That’s a lofty goal. But 
the federal government 
already spends one-third 
more than it brings in. 
Buying “unity” by going 
even deeper in debt will 
not provide the long-
term stability required to 
empower people and build 
bridges.

Democrats offer 
costly to-do list

The primary election on 
Tuesday has an important 
race for local represen-
tation on the Monroe 
County Board of Com-
missioners. Our current 
county commissioner, 
Jason Turner, is by far the 
best choice for voters and 
taxpayers to continue his 
work representing the best 
interests of our commu-
nity. 

I have known Jason for 
many years on a personal 
and professional level. He 
is a man of his word and 
conviction, not some flip-
flopping politician going 
back and forth looking for 
the best deal he can find. 
He is committed to the 
residents of commissioner 
District 5 and will continue 
to produce results that 
count. He is focused on 
the long-term, best inter-
est of the residents of our 
community, whether they 
include looking out for 
senior citizens or promot-
ing youth programs. 

It’s not just about a 
public official managing 
taxpayers’ money. Jason 
has been an involved 
volunteer Catholic Youth 
Organization coach for a 
number of years, support-
ing our youth and acting 
as a wonderful role model 
for our kids. That’s what 
trusted leadership is. 

It’s Jason Turner’s brand 
of leadership, commit-
ment and responsibility 
that makes me proud to 
vote for him on Tuesday.

Dennis Smith
Monroe 

County board’s 
Turner dedicated
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