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Democratic candidate for 
lieutenant governor Lisa Brown 
visited Monroe Monday night 
to speak with local Democrats 
and members of organized la-
bor, and took a tour of the La-
bor History Museum during a 
campaign stop. 

Ms. Brown said her tour Mon-

day was the first time she has 
visited the labor museum in 
Monroe, but she thought the fa-
cility served as a great reminder 
of “why unions started in the 
first place.”

Amid shaking hands and talk-
ing with residents, Ms. Brown 
pointed out a black-and-white 
image hanging in the museum 
that showed a woman holding a 
sign that read “Our bosses own 

77 houses, but I can’t afford 
rent.” 

Ms. Brown said she believed 
that idea still was applicable to-
day across the country. 

“The wealthy are getting 
wealthier and the poor still 
go without,” she said. “When 
someone is working 40 hours 
a week but can’t make a decent 
living, we have a real problem.”

Lisa Brown visits labor museum

BY PAULA WETHINGTON
paula@monroenews.com

Halloween costumes used to be 
worn just for trick-or-treat ac-
tivities on Oct. 31, or perhaps to a 
party with friends, co-workers or 
classmates in the weeks leading up 
to that date.

But as trunk-or-treat and harvest 
parties sponsored by local church-

es, businesses 
and community 
groups continue 
to grow in popu-
larity, the costume 
decisions and cre-
ations also need to 
move up in their 
timing. 

How early 
do you have to 
plan? One of the 
popular com-
munity children’s 
parties in Monroe 
this year will take 
place Oct. 11.

In addition, there are haunted 
house shows throughout the 
month for which you might want 
to join in the “spirit of the season.”

I’m not worried about the cost of 
my Halloween outfit, as I have my 
costume all set. Last year, I bought 
a witch’s dress with a hat, and took 
the time to trim and hem the skirt 
to my height, with the intention 
that I would re-use that costume 
for many years to come. 

The costume itself cost about 
$25 at retail, but I decided it was 
a worthy investment, as my only 
recurring Halloween expense for 
the next few years would be candy. 
After all, I had purchased outdoor 
lights and decorations in previous 
years. 

Because so many children visit 
our neighborhood, I give away 
about 400 fun-size candy bars 
on trick-or-treat night. This costs 
about $40 to $60 even using my 
savvy shopping tactics for candy.

The “last year’s costume” idea 
also can be applied to children, 
even if their sizes and preferences 
change. Find your old costume 
pieces and decide which ones 
you won’t use anymore. Take the 
unwanted pieces to consignment 
shops and thrift stores, and while 
you are there, look for attire that 
just arrived from other families. 
Keep in mind that the earlier you 
shop second-hand, the better 
selection you will have.

A related frugal hack is the hand-
me-down network: Meet up with 
other families whose children are 
about the same age and have a 
costume-swapping party.

If you plan to craft or sew a Hal-
loween costume, my money-saving 
tip is to spread out the purchases 
of supplies during a couple of 
weeks to max out sale prices and 
coupon deals on the fabric, pattern 
and trims. That means you should 
decide now what the theme or 
character will be, take inventory of 
what supplies you have and start 
working on the shopping list.

Finally, expand your creativity 
beyond what is actually sold as 
Halloween costumes. This is an 
occasion in which sweatpants, 
jeans, flannel shirts, varsity jackets 
and old prom dresses can come 
back from the dead, so to speak, 
and become the start of a fabulous 
costume in which all you need 
is a clever face paint or makeup 
scheme to finish it off.

Watch The Monroe News for 
notices of haunted houses, trick-
or-treat times, harvest parties and 
trunk-or-treat parties, as they will 
be listed in the newspaper as soon 
as the sponsors and committees 
send their notices. 

You also can go to monroenews.
com and click on “events” to search 
our calendar database and catch 
up on announcements that already 
have been posted.

Readers may contact Paula 
Wethington at paula@monroenews.
com or 240-5745.

Plan ahead 
to save for 
Halloween
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Lisa Brown, Democratic candidate for lieutenant governor, talks with guests Monday night at the Labor History 
Museum in Monroe as part of a campaign stop.
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The Monroe County Road 
Commission will be in the black 
for fiscal year 2015. 

Members of the Monroe 
County Road Board of Commis-
sioners approved its budget for 
the fiscal year during its regular 
meeting Monday. 

Revenue is estimated to be 
$26.3 million with expenses 
projected to be around $25.75 
million, leaving the road com-
mission with a surplus of 
$555,724. 

Phillip Masserant, director of 
finance, expects the road com-
mission’s fund balance to be 
about $6.7 million. 

But road board members 
cautioned the fund balance 
money is not sitting in a fund 
going unused. In fact, the road 
commission still is not operat-
ing with the safest amount of 
money set aside, officials said. 

Mr. Masserant explained the 
fluidity of the budget, telling the 
board there still are amounts on 
the books for projects that will 
be completed early in the 2015 
fiscal year and adjustments 
may need to be made here and 
there. 

“I think it’s important for the 
public to know that there isn’t 
really all that money just sitting 

there,” said Bob Stammer, road 
board chair. 

As of Aug. 31, the road com-
mission currently has about 
$2.8 million cash on hand. That, 
Mr. Masserant said, is about 1.8 
months of total expenditures.

“It would be nice to get that 
around three months,” the fi-
nance director said. 

Road board member Jeff Zink 
was concerned about public 
opinion when it came to the 
totals. 

“People are looking at this 
document and saying we’re 
rich,” Mr. Zink said. 

Mr. Masserant said he did not 
say the road commission was 
wealthy. 

“I’m here to say that we’re 
not,” he said. “If you were to 
look, we’re still below the state 
averages (for cash-on-hand).”

At the board’s urging, Mr. 
Masserant looked at the bud-
gets of 20 other road commis-
sions of similar size around the 
state to see how those boards 
budget and spend money com-
pared to Monroe County. Mr. 
Masserant said he took an aver-
age of the commissions’ fund 
balances versus the Michigan 
Transportation Fund (MTF) 
revenues. 

Monroe County’s MTF reve-
nues were $10.4 million in 2013 
with a fund balance of $5.7 mil-

lion, or 55 percent of the MTF 
revenues, Mr. Masserant said. 

The average of the 20 other 
road commissions from across 
the state was closer to 70 per-
cent, he said. 

“If we were to have a fund bal-
ance at 70 percent, it would be 
about $7,294,000,” Mr. Masser-
ant said. “So, our fund balance 
is not at the bottom, but we’re 
right in the middle.” 

The same is true of cash-on-
hand, he told the commission-
ers. The road commission end-
ed 2013 with 29 percent of its 
MTF revenues left as cash. 

“The average is 39 percent, 
which would equate to about 
$4 million in cash,” he said. 

Closing out the year, Mr. 
Masserant said he plans to 
make every effort to keep with 
the commission’s promise to 
return to a cost-sharing policy 
for road repairs that puts 50 
percent of the cost burden on 
the commission and 50 percent 
on the township government of 
where the road is located. 

“It has been no secret that 
we are trying to take control of 
our primary roads,” said Randy 
Pierce, managing director of the 
road commission. “We are hop-
ing to do that by 2016, but with 
the numbers you see today, we 
might be able to do that sooner 
with the board’s permission.”

Road commission in black for 2015  
but still looking to make adjustments

■ Still more work is planned 
next year on the key north-
south artery, which is being 
upgraded with state funds 
targeted for the worst roads 
in Michigan.

BY DEAN COUSINO
dean@monroenews.com

A prime and double-chip 
seal of 4.4 miles of Tuttle-Hill 
Rd. in London Township has 
been completed, the second 
step in a two-year effort to 
upgrade the key north-south 
artery between Ostrander and 
Milan-Oakville Rds.

Tuttle-Hill has been re-
opened to traffic after having 
been closed for more than a 
month. The chip seal work fol-
lowed installation of about 25 
culvert crossings that were re-
placed earlier this year along 
with some brush clearing and 
tree removals. That completes 
the improvements planned 
for 2014, said Jane Allen, a 
staff engineer for the Monroe 
County Road Commission that 
is overseeing the work.

Next year, the contractor — 
Tenmile Creek Excavating LLC 
— will apply double and sin-
gle-chip sealing to approaches 
from several gravel streets that 
intersect Tuttle-Hill. These 
roads include Allison, Darling, 
Grames and Hoffman Rds., 
Ms. Allen said.

“We wanted to do it this year, 
but the subcontractor didn’t 
have the equipment,” she said 
Monday. “They will just do the 
aggregate approaches so that 
cars won’t track stone on to the 
new surface.”

Fog sealing and two appli-
cations of pavement mark-
ing also will be done in 2015. 
Prior to the chip seals, the 
road commission engineers 
will evaluate Tuttle-Hill and 
do any zone patching, repairs, 
sedimentation controls and 
punch-list items as needed to 
finish the project, she said. Fog 
sealing contains an emulsion 
that dries quickly and won’t 
track on car tires. It also acts as 
a water-proofing agent for the 
hard-surfaced road.

The $1,296,651 cost of the 
improvements is paid for with 
state funds specifically target-
ed for some of the worst roads 
in the county. Some of those 
funds also are being spent on 
repaving I-75, Wabash Rd. in 
Milan Township, Vivian Rd. in 
Frenchtown Township and Sa-
maria Rd. in Bedford, Erie and 
Whiteford townships.

Tuttle-Hill 
work ends 
for year

LIVONIA, Mich. (AP) — Mitt 
Romney will join top Michigan 
Republican candidates besides 
Gov. Rick Snyder next week at a 
political rally in suburban De-
troit.

Romney is holding a “Com-
MITT to the Comeback Rally” 
rally at 11:30 a.m. Oct. 2 at Lau-
rel Manor in Livonia.

The Michigan native and 
2012 Republican presidential 
candidate will share the stage 
with Lt. Gov. Brian Calley, At-
torney General Bill Schuette, 
Secretary of State Ruth Johnson 
and U.S. Senate candidate Terri 
Lynn Land. 

Snyder isn’t attending but 
will hold a town hall campaign 

event that evening in the De-
troit suburb of Sterling Heights. 

Mitt Romney to visit Livonia next week for ‘Comeback Rally’
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Mitt Romney addresses a crowd of supporters July 2.

LANSING, Mich. (AP) — 
Republican Gov. Rick Snyder 
and his Democratic opponent 
Mark Schauer have agreed to 
appear Oct. 12 at a televised 
town hall-style forum, break-
ing their impasse over wheth-
er to debate the issues side by 
side this fall.

Detroit public television sta-
tion WTVS, The Detroit News 
and the Detroit Free Press an-
nounced Monday that they 
will co-host the one-hour 
event starting at 6 p.m. on the 
campus of Wayne State Uni-
versity.

The audience of undecided 
voters will be chosen by inde-
pendent research companies 
hired by the newspapers.

Voters will ask questions 
along with Free Press editorial 
page editor Stephen Hender-
son and News editorial page 
editor Nolan Finley. WTVS an-
chor Christy McDonald will 
host the town hall that will be 
televised live on the PBS sta-
tion.

Snyder, Schauer 
to debate Oct. 12
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