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■ Republicans gained two 
additional seats in Tuesday’s 
election, boosting their 
majority from a 5-4 margin to 
7-2 come Jan. 1.

BY DEAN COUSINO
dean@monroenews.com

Republicans claimed two more 
seats on the Monroe County 
Board of Commissioners by win-
ning three of the four contested 
races Tuesday.

Vice Chairman Al Potratz and 
R. Mark Ellsworth, both Demo-
crats, lost their bids for re-elec-
tion to Republican challengers 
Dawn Asper and Greg Moore 
Jr., respectively, while Demo-
cratic incumbent Jerry Oley, the 
longest-serving commissioner 
on the nine-member body, re-
tained his seat with a 121-vote 
victory over challenger Bill Kipf, 
a Republican making his first bid 
for public office. Mr. Oley won, 
3,085-2,964.

The two Republican gains will 
boost the Republican majority 
from a 5-4 margin to 7-2 on Jan. 
1. All of the commissioner terms 
are for two years.

Mrs. Asper, 62, upset Mr. Po-
tratz, 3,977-3,761. 

A Newport resident, she has 
been a self-employed chiroprac-
tic physician since 1982. Married 
and the mother of four grown 
sons, she earned bachelor’s and 
doctorate degrees in chiropractic 
care and also is certified as an ad-
vanced emergency medical tech-
nician. 

She ran unsuccessfully for the 
same commissioner seat in 2014. 
District 3 is made up of Ash and 
Berlin townships and the Villages 
of Carleton, Estral Beach and 
South Rockwood.

Mr. Potratz, 72, has served on 
the board since 2007 and also is 
chairman of the board’s judiciary 
and finance committees.

Mr. Oley, 51, said he was quite 
concerned due to the Republican 
sweep in many state and national 
contests. He said he was hum-
bled to be returning to the board.

“I’m probably one of the more 
conservative Democrats in terms 
of spending money and getting 
the best bang for our money,” the 
director of operations at Mon-
roe Public Schools said. “This is 
my ninth term and I’ve always 
worked hard, treated people with 
respect, am a good listener and 
have made good sound decisions 
in the best interest of taxpayers.”

He said he has worked with a 
“diverse board” since 2000 and 
people know him to be fair.

“I’ve tried to be impartial and 
objective and worked extremely 
hard with the board as a team,” 
he said. “We all work together 
and do what’s best for the com-
munity. One of the most impor-
tant things is when people need 
help, you should help them.”

District 6 is comprised of half 
of the City of Monroe south of the 
River Raisin along with about half 
of Monroe Township.

In District 8, Mr. Moore nar-
rowly defeated Mr. Ellsworth by 
182 votes — 3,185-3,003. Mr. Ells-
worth is completing his first term 
on the board. District 8 is made 
up of two-thirds of heavily popu-
lated Bedford Township.

Mr. Moore, 34, said his district 
is almost evenly divided between 
Democrats and Republicans.

“The district goes with which 
ever president wins,” the real es-
tate agent said early this morn-
ing. “When your district is split 
down the middle, every vote 
counts. What it came down to is 
the absentee vote, which I really 
reached out to.”

Because he is new to the com-
munity, he said he knocked on 
nearly 6,000 doors and sent out 
1,000 flyers in the mail to get his 
name out there.

“Signs don’t vote, people vote,” 
Mr. Moore said. “I really made 
sure I shook hands and talked 
to enough people. It was an eye-
opening, crazy experience.”

He said he would push for ac-
countability at the road com-
mission and form a community 
coalition to make sure Bedford 
Township is represented at the 

county level.
“I want to make sure the people 

in south county are heard at the 
county level,” he said.

Republican Gary Wilmoth 
easily won re-election to a sec-
ond term in District 7, defeating 
Democratic challenger Chris Bica 
of LaSalle, 4,534-3,047. District 7 
is comprised of Erie and LaSalle 
townships, the City of Luna Pier 
and the southwest portion of 
Monroe Township.

Mr. Wilmoth attributed his win 
to having a strong presence in 
the communities he serves and 
listening to his constituents.

“I (campaigned) harder than I 
did two years ago,” the Erie resi-
dent said Tuesday night. “I was 
much more active in the com-
munity and go to all the town-
ship meetings in my district… a 
lot more people knew me.”

In the next term, he said he 
would push for improved state 
funding for roads, scrutinize road 
commission management and 
assure property is assessed fairly 
under state taxing laws.

“Nobody knows what they’re 
getting in Act 51 monies, where 
does it go and how much does 
each community get,” Commis-
sioner Wilmoth said. “As for the 
road commission, there’s too 
much management over there. 
The workers are getting the job 
done, but how many bosses do 
you need? We have to look at it as 
a business and make sure we’re 
spending our tax dollars wisely.” 

Five commissioner seats were 
uncontested. Results from those 
follow:

District 1 — David C. Hoffman 
(incumbent), Republican, 5,567 
votes.

District 2 — Mark Brant (in-
cumbent), Republican, 5,643.

District 4 — George L. Jondro, 
Democrat, 4,683.

District 5 — Jason R. Turner (in-
cumbent), Democrat, 5,150.

District 9 — J. Henry Lievens 
(incumbent), Republican, 4,430.

GOP gains county board seats

BY TYLER EAGLE
teagle@monroenews.com

Incumbent U.S. Rep. Tim Wal-
berg, R-Tipton, beat Democratic 
challenger state Rep. Gretchen 
Driskell 168,639-122,877 with 290 
of 312 precincts reporting in his 
bid for re-election Tuesday night. 

Libertarian candidate Ken 
Proctor received at least  15,261 
votes.

Rep. Walberg’s victory comes 
after months of contentious cam-
paigning against Mrs. Driskell for 
the 7th Congressional district, 
which encompasses Monroe 
County as well as Branch, Eaton, 
Hillsdale Jackson and Lenawee 
counties. 

In a statement Tuesday night, 
Rep. Walberg thanked his net-
work of supporters. He praised 
the time and effort that his staff-
ers and volunteers put into the 

election. 
“In Congress, I’ll continue to 

advance policies to create good-
paying jobs, improve education, 
and make health care more af-
fordable,” Rep. Walberg said. 
“Working together, we can re-
store America’s founding prin-
ciples and build a more prosper-
ous future for our children and 
grandchildren.” 

This will be Rep. Walberg’s fifth 
consecutive term serving in Con-
gress. He also previously served 
in the state Legislature, and was 
a pastor in Michigan and Indiana 
before pursuing public office. 

Rep. Walberg’s service has in-
cluded Monroe County since 
2010, when redistricting shifted 
it from the district represented 
by former Democratic Congress-
man John Dingell.

Mrs. Driskell has served in the 

Michigan Legislature since 2012 
and was previously the mayor of 
the City of Saline, where she cur-
rently lives. Before public office, 
she worked as a certified public 
accountant. 

Mrs. Driskell issued a state-
ment late Tuesday night, conced-
ing the race. Like Rep. Walberg, 
Mrs. Driskell commended her 
supporters and their grassroots 
approach to the election, and 
said she will continue to work to 
serve her community. 

“Despite the disappointing 
results of this election, I have 
been heartened by the deep and 
broad support of our message: 
that everyone deserves equality 
of opportunity, and that working 
families deserve a strong voice 
to represent them,” Mrs. Driskell 
said in her statement.

Walberg retains congressional seat

BY DANIELLE PORTTEUS
dportteus@monroenews.com

Voters in Monroe County 
have appeared to given the 
okay to Monroe County Com-
munity College’s property tax 
request. 

With 98 percent of the pre-
cincts reporting, the col-
lege millage was leading with 
31,388-28,599. 

As of press time, the final re-
sults were not available. The ab-
sentee ballots in Bedford Town-
ship were not totaled. 

Dr. Kojo A. Quartey, president 
of the college, thanked every-
one who worked to “make this 
dream a reality.” 

“As the old cliche goes, the 
harder the battle, the sweeter 
the victory,” Dr. Quartey said. 
“We are grateful to our commu-
nity for this vote of confidence 
in Monroe County Community 
College.” 

The vote shows the commu-
nity’s support for higher educa-
tion, the president said. He said 
it is a victory for the entire com-
munity. 

“Because of your yes vote, 
Monroe County Community 
College can continue enriching 
and transforming lives in this 
community and beyond,” he 
said. “We look forward to great-
er partnerships as we, together, 
take Monroe County to the next 
level.” 

The college first attempted 
a millage request in 2014 and 
it failed overwhelmingly. The 
college then formed a Citizen 
Committee and surveyed resi-
dents and college staff on the 
facility’s needs. Instead of creat-
ing a “forever” tax, the recent re-
quest was specific for five years. 

In the previous request, the col-
lege asked for a 1-mill property 
tax request. 

The college paired the tax 
back to .95-mill for this election 
and then decreased it further 
when the state announced a 
$3.75 million pledge, which the 
college will have to match, to 
repair the East Technology and 
West Technology buildings. 

The cost to a homeowner of a 
$100,000 home is $42.50 annu-
ally. The tax is expected to raise 
$4.8 million in its first year. 

The college plans to use the 
money for maintenance and 
infrastructure upgrades to its 
buildings. 

In addition, the college would 
set money aside to address 
maintenance and repairs for 
the future. 

MCCC millage appears  
to have been approved

BEDFORD TOWNSHIP — Fi-
nal election results in Bedford 
Township are pending with the 
counts of more than 4,000 ab-
sentee ballots.

The delay affected the out-
comes of several races.

While a time frame could not 
be pinned down at 2:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, Bedford Town-
ship Clerk Trudy Hershberger 
expected election results to 
be available early Wednesday 
when she informed visitors at 
1:30 a.m. that the process was 

taking longer than expected.

At one point, the absentee 
balloting was expected to be 
done about 1 a.m. The last of 
the precinct-cast ballot count-
ing in Bedford Township — a 
total 12,699 votes — was avail-
able around midnight.

Sharon Lemasters, Monroe 
County Clerk, said county offi-
cials were told that Bedford had 
an issue with a machine, which 
required retabulations on the 
absentee ballots.  

Bedford vote glitch 
delays several results BY DANIELLE PORTTEUS

dportteus@monroenews.com

The third time was the charm 
for the Central Fire Station. 

On Tuesday, voters approved 
a .47-mill, 20-year tax for a $6.1 
million bond to construct a new 
fire station at 75 Scott St. by 162 
votes. 

The request failed on two pre-
vious attempts but passed with 
3,954-3,792. 

Monroe fire Chief Robert Wight 
thanked all the voters. 

“This is an awesome oppor-
tunity for the city and citizens 
to build something we can all 
be proud of,” he said. “This new 

station will provide our staff the 
ability to serve you, the citizens, 
more effectively.” 

The cost to a city resident with 
a $100,000 market value home is 
$23.50 annually. The request will 
generate $440,000 in its first year. 

The city has worked to get the 
millage passed since last Novem-
ber. Two previous requests have 
failed. 

“It’s been a very long road and 
there is still a lot of work to be 
done,” Chief Wight said. “I, as 
well as my staff here at the fire 
department, are very excited 
about moving forward with the 
new facility and the positive im-
pact it will have on our commu-

nity.” 
A small group of citizens 

formed after the second failed 
attempt to help pass the fire re-
quest. The Friends of the Fire 
Station were led by the previous 
fire chief and Monroe resident 
Manuel Hoskins. 

The Central Fire Station was 
built in 1966. 

The price to construct the new 
building is $3.8 million. The ad-
ditional costs for the $6.1 million 
bond include demolishing the 
current building along with relo-
cation costs to house fire opera-
tions elsewhere during construc-
tion. 

City voters okay fire station tax 

BY PAULA WETHINGTON
pwethington@monroenews.com

BEDFORD TOWNSHIP — The 
first race in Bedford Township 
to be settled as a winner Tues-
day was the township supervi-
sor’s race.

Paul Pirrone of Temperance, a 
Republican, soundly beat Larry 
O’Dell of Temperance, a Demo-
crat, for the new four-year term. 

Current Supervisor Greg 
Stewart lost in the primary.

Mr. Pirrone and Mr. O’Dell 
serve on the board as trustees.

The supervisor is the high-
est elected official for Bedford 
Township.

When about half the pre-
cincts had reported in by 10 
p.m., it was clear that a consen-
sus was building. 

“It’s pretty overwhelming,” 
Mr. Pirrone said about the 
votes and that surprised him. “I 
thought it’d be a close race.”

Mr.  Pirrone’s  campaign 
themes included collaboration, 

communication and cohesion 
among groups such as local 
government, schools, emergen-
cy services and residents. 

“Everybody wants to be on 
the same page,” he said on elec-
tion night. “Everybody wants to 
know what’s going on.”

As supervisor, he plans to 
work on helping people get 
their questions answered 
through taking the time to do 
follow ups.

Mr. O’Dell praised the efforts 
of his campaign team and the 
work they did to try to get him 
elected.

“We tried,” he said as the re-
sults came in. “We ran a clean, 
ethical, good campaign.”

Mr. O’Dell’s campaign themes 
included the health, safety and 
welfare of the township; with 
goals of addressing equipment 
needs for the fire department 
and staffing needs for the depu-
ties.

Pirrone takes win  
for Bedford supervisor

Bruck, Mason win 
board posts

William Bruck and Aaron 
Neil Mason won seats on 
Monroe County Community 
College Board of Trustees, 
but the third seat was too 
close to call as of press 
time.

Mr. Bruck won one of two 
six-year terms; Edward Feld-
man and Steven Hill were 
vying for the other such 
term. As of early Wednes-
day, Mr. Feldman tallied 
19,529 votes while Mr. Hill 
had 19,655. Results from 
Bedford absentee ballots 
were not part of that total. 

Mr. Mason garnered 
35,805 votes.
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