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Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of  religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 

abridging the freedom of  speech, or of  the press; or the 
right of  the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 

the Government for a redress of  grievances. 
The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

OUR VIEW

 TO THE POINT
It is important for community members to share their wishes for 
local parks when master plans are being revised. 

What is the Bedford “Dream Team” 
and why am I voting for them?  

The name actually came from a 
gentleman who wrote a recent letter 
to the editor criticizing them and their 
supporters as far as their motives. 

I, too, was recently accused by a 
person on social media as “having them 
in my back pocket,” insinuating that I 
expected something in return for my 
support.  That statement is totally false. 
I asked this person what he based his 
statement on, and to this day he has not 
responded. In 2012, I supported six of 
the seven current board members and 
have never asked them for anything 
except to represent all of the residents 
of Bedford Township when they made 
decisions.

Paul Pirrone, Austin Mack, David 
Dunnigan Jr., Michelle Bork and Nancy 
Tienvieri are the five individuals whom 
I have publicly supported since they an-
nounced that they would be candidates. 
I am also supporting Jim Nyhan and will 
make a final decision on the remaining 
candidates before Tuesday.

I believe that Nancy Tienvieri and 
Paul Pirrone have done an outstanding 
job representing the best interests of all 
of the residents of Bedford Township 
over the past four years while serving 

as trustees. I have known Michelle Bork 
over the years and have always been 
impressed with her “what can I do for 
our community?” spirit; she is well-
respected in the Bedford community 
as a person with outstanding character 
and integrity.  Until their announce-
ment, I did not know much about Austin 
or David. I vetted both of them pretty 
hard as to why they were seeking office 
and what their ideas were for improving 
Bedford Township government. I was 
very impressed with their responses and 
feel that they will bring a “breath of fresh 
air” to the township board. 

I found all of the “Dream Team” 
members to be independent thinkers. 
They all stated that if elected they may 
not agree with other board members on 
many matters but will base their deci-
sions as to what is best for all Bedford 
Township residents. They all are on 
record stating that they will not be influ-
enced by any special-interest group or 
individual supporters.

On Tuesday, please study all of the 
candidates’ platforms and vote for who 
you feel has your best interests at heart. 
For me, I am going with the “Dream 
Team.”
Gene Stock
Temperance

‘Dream Team’ a quality group of independent thinkers

The senior citizen current mill-
age claims it lost $500,000 since 
2008 — that’s $62,500 a year. The 
additional .25-mill request would 
add $1,400,000 a year. That’s a 
$1,337,500-a-year increase for 
additional services. I have not had 
a raise since 2008, and my 401(k) 
has lost 50 percent. I have to make 
due on less and be creative, as do 
so many others — and so will those 

requesting levy increases.

Speaking of levies, every time the 
LET levy comes up for renewal, I 
shake my head in wonder as reports 
claim “so many” use the service and 
spend on average “$200 each time.” 
I’m a daily visitor at the Lambert-
ville Kroger plaza and have never 
seen more than one or two people 
using LET. Their grocery bags may 

contain $50 at most.
How about the levies borrow from 

my Buckeye CATV $3.99 “franchise 
fee” that I (and all residents) pay to 
the township each month? Nobody 
ever talks about this fee the town-
ship perpetually claims is being 
deleted.
Robert Groszewski
Lambertville

County senior citizen, Bedford LET millage claims seem bit exaggerated

The importance of Tuesday’s primary 
election should not be understated and 
is critical to the future of Bedford. The 
race for supervisor, clerk and treasurer 
will be decided with this election. It will 
determine whether residents remain 
in the grips of a regime that has caused 
a great deal of embarrassment for this 
community and has done little to move 
us forward.

Should residents have to petition on 
street corners to stop SAD road taxes 
with $3.5 million in the general fund? 
Should they have to shame the board 
into returning a 1 percent imposed tax 
that is no longer needed? Do we need 
more full-time jobs and premium ben-
efits plans?

Should we watch cable franchise fees 
in excess of $300,000 be deposited into 
the township accounts, instead of pass-
ing on the savings to residents? Should 
we tolerate an indecisive board that 
takes 3 6 months to decide on pertinent 
resident and business issues? Should we 
be forced to live in a community whose 
reputation is hindering the attraction of 
new businesses, employment oppor-
tunities, shopping conveniences and ad-
ditional tax revenue? Finally, what about 
those disrespectful and embarrassing 
township meetings?

The current administration says it 
stands on members’ experience for re -
-election, suggesting even more that it 
is time for a change. It’s time for a new 
board with educated, hard-working 
visionaries who possess the ability to 
make Bedford great. Consider Paul Pir-
rone for supervisor, David Dunnigan 
for treasurer and Austin Mack for clerk. 
They are the right people at the right 
time. They have the background, energy, 
education and vision for a new Bedford. 
Please take the time to listen to and 
discuss their platforms when you meet 
them. You will be convinced they are the 
right choice.

Finally, let’s not minimize the impor-
tance of the trustee race. We need to 
retain Nancy Tienivieri, a true voice of 
the people, and support Michelle Bork, 
who brings energy and commitment to 
Bedford. Be sure to select two new trust-
ees to work with Nancy and Michelle to 
ensure this board has a new vision and 
the ability to move Bedford forward.

We have the right people, and it is the 
right time. They are everything our cur-
rent leadership is not, and it is time for a 
change. Why would we want four more 
years of the same?
Michael Jacobs
Temperance 

On Tuesday, Bedford voters can help usher in change
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Parks are vital to foster-
ing a sense of identity in a 
community. They are a key 
component to establishing 
quality of life and enrich-
ing the local environment. 

Parks help improve 
residents’ health, provide a 
place for people to gather 
and socialize and increase 
our overall economy. A 
study by the National 
Recreation and Park As-
sociation shows that of the 
top three reasons cited by 
businesses when relocat-
ing, quality parks and 
recreation is included. 

City residents recently 
got an opportunity to be 
part of the vision for two 
local parks — Munson 
and St. Mary’s parks — 
when they offered ideas 
and weighed in on a new 
park master plan during 
two sessions July 19. A 
basketball court, disc golf 
course, fenced-in dog area 
and a splash pad are some 
of the ideas community 
members have shared for 
possible inclusion. 

Park design consultants, 
along with city staff, were 
on hand for the discus-
sions. Participants were 
able to share ideas for up-
dated amenities, best land 
use practices, downtown  
connectivity and general 
improvements.

Residents responded 
on Facebook, as well. One 

poster said: “I would like 
to see a basketball court 
constructed and/or disc 
golf course at Munson. 
Construction of a fishing 
pier at the pond, a splash 
pad and community pool 
would be cool as well. 
Above all, the heritage bike 
trail from Munson to the 
schoolhouse on Raisinville 
and the trail system in the 
back of the park needs 
to be more well defined/
upkept.” 

Another said, “Please 
add in my vote for a dog 
park @ Munson! We’ve 
been waiting a long time 
for this community asset. 
I currently pay just $35/
yr. to use Ann Arbor’s dog 
park as a non-resident 
but would pay twice that 
to have a dog park here 
in Monroe County! Also, 
count me in as a com-
munity volunteer to do 
whatever is needed for a 
dog park in Monroe.”

Public feedback is being 
considered for inclusion 
in the overall design for 
the parks, which will be 
presented publicly at some 
point this year, according 
to Loretta LaPointe, recre-
ation manager.

Parks are an integral part 
of our community, and we 
hope you had a chance to 
take part in the creation of 
a new park master plan.

Parks integral part  
of any community

Is all of this current 
campaigning by incum-
bents intended to make 
me forget the last four 
years of broken prom-
ises and questionable 
performance? Actually, 
it has been an insult 
to my intelligence and 
to that of many other 
individuals, as well. 

For months now, the 
onslaught of personal 
articles written by the 
incumbents has flooded 
the papers, all of which 
have given us promises 
of another four years of 
utopia when re- elected. 
Unless amnesia sets 
in, my mind tells me 
their last four years of 
performance has clearly 
defined their capability.

A dictionary will 
get them as close to 
the understanding of 
transparency, business-
friendly, fiscally respon-
sible, respectfulness 
and the true meaning 
of “ethical” as they will 
ever find. Unfortunately, 
many of those elements 
have been missing, 
which many voters see 
as a breach of trust. 

How can some of 
these incumbents stand 
on the same rhetoric 
that they gave us four 
years ago and think 
we will buy it again? 
Unfortunately, many 
voters just blindly trust 
politicians, thinking that 
their ability and ethics 
are a given. But those of 
us who look beyond the 
lip service and follow 
township meetings, 
events, actions, hidden 
agendas, etc., it is our 
obligation to expose 
these failures and de-
mand a change. 

We desperately need 
to get fresh people 
involved in our local 
government. Give Bed-
ford a chance to grow in 
the right direction. No 
more rerun government. 
It won’t get better the 
second time around.
Scott Ruetz
Lambertville

Fresh candidates 
deserve a chance


