
Monroe Evening News - 07/18/2016

Copyright 2016 Monroe Media Group 07/18/2016
July 18, 2016 5:25 pm (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Comment
TALK TO US: 

Jill Nevels-Haun, editor
Phone: (734) 240-5748
E-mail: jnevels-haun@monroenews.com

4A
The Monroe News ■ Monday, July 18, 2016

 OTHER VIEWPOINTS

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Monroe News
D e d i c a t e d  t o d a y, a s  wa s  t h e  M i c h i ga n  S e n t i n e l  i n  1 8 2 5,  

t o  fa i r n e s s  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  i n  p re s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  n e w s .

20 W. First St., P.O. Box 1176, Monroe, MI 48161, tel. (734) 242-1100

LONNIE PEPPLER-MOYER, lead publisher
JILL NEVELS-HAUN, editor

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of  religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 

abridging the freedom of  speech, or of  the press; or the 
right of  the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 

the Government for a redress of  grievances. 
The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

OUR VIEW

 TO THE POINT
The decision to allow Waukesha, Wis., to divert water from 
Lake Michigan to provide residents an alternative to its radium-
contaminated supply was the right thing to do.    

I have recently read letters from Nancy 
Tienvieri and supporters saying she was 
treated unfairly regarding the trustee 
candidate forum. Nancy had said that 
if she had known about the forum, she 
would have changed her personal plans 
to be there. I have talked to candidates 
who received this invitation e-mail May 
31.

On June 1, I attended the Citizens for 
Fiscal Responsibility meeting. Nancy 
was also in attendance. At this meeting, 
the trustee forum was brought up and 
talked about. Nancy’s fellow “Dream 
Team” running mates were at the meet-
ing. Nancy had given her input also.

I am concerned that she said she did 

not know about the forum even though 
she talked about it at the CFFR meet-
ing. I was there, as well as others. If she 
was not invited, mistake or not, I would 
think she would take action to make 
sure she got the invite straightened out. 
She absolutely knew about the forum on 
June 1.

I would like to know her reasons for 
not taking action and stating she did not 
know about the forum. This tactic really 
stunned me when I read her letter to the 
paper. I felt it necessary to let the people 
know the truth.

Dale Barton
Lambertville 

Tienvieri knew about forum even without official invite

A recent letter to the editor was 
written by Nancy Tienvieri, current 
trustee candidate for re-election.  
Mrs. Tienvieri often advocates for 
transparency and openness of gov-
ernment. However, her statements 
in her letter to the editor were not 
transparent, open and, in fact, are 
false.

As an elected official, business 
owner and voter, I represented the 
Bedford area, participating in the 
planning of a trustee candidate fo-
rum. In her letter to this paper, Mrs. 
Tienvieri said, “I was not invited or 
informed that there was going to 
be a forum.” I want to clear up this 
statement with facts and simply 
point out that Mrs. Tienvieri is not 
being transparent in her complaint. 
Here are the facts:

On May 30, a meeting was held 
to finalize the details of a candidate 

forum. On May 31, an e-mail was 
sent out, using the e-mails on file 
with candidate filing paperwork, to 
save the date of June 15. No e-mail 
is listed on Mrs. Tienvieri’s forms. 
On June 9, a formal e-mail was sent 
out to the e-mails that were known 
with details of the event. 

On June 10, Mrs. Tienvieri posted 
having knowledge of the forum on 
the Facebook page “Welcome to 
Bedford,” which is administered by 
Michelle Bork (also a candidate for 
trustee in Bedford and Facebook 
friend of Nancy Tienvieri). Instead 
of inquiring about the forum fur-
ther, Mrs. Tienvieri did not contact 
any organizer for details. 

On June 11, Paul Pirrone, current 
Bedford trustee, candidate for Bed-
ford supervisor and fellow “Dream 
Team” member with Nancy Tienvi-
eri and Michelle Bork, responded 

to Nancy’s post: “Mark Ellsworth 
said to me yesterday they don’t have 
your e-mail.” 

Additionally, on June 11, Nancy 
Tienvieri stopped in my coffee 
shop in Bedford and I personally 
talked with her about the candidate 
forum. 

Mrs. Tienvieri’s claim of “not 
informed” is false. Instead of at-
tending or declining the invite 
due to a conflict, she has opted to 
misrepresent facts to represent that 
she was targeted or excluded. In 
Mrs. Tienvieri’s previous letter to 
the editor, she talked about democ-
racy and opportunity as it relates to 
representative government. 

I would only add that honesty and 
character must also be qualities of 
our elected officials.
Mark Ellsworth 
Temperance

Tienvieri advocates for transparency but then misrepresents facts 

Editor’s note: Following 
is a response to both letters 
from Nancy Tienvieri: “My 
having knowledge of the 
event on June 10 is true; 
however, the point is that 
when the e-mail was sent 
out in May to the other 
candidates, I was not list-
ed. Had I been informed 
then, I could have changed 
my plans. I am currently a 
public official and my con-
tact information is readily 
available. We need to be 
united instead of being 
divided over something so 
trivial. We serve the same 
people. I’m sad about the 
whole thing.”

The city of Waukesha, 
Wis., recently was given 
the okay to divert water 
from Lake Michigan for its 
drinking water supply.

Gov. Rick Snyder voted 
last month to approve 
the request, with amend-
ments. The decision was 
the right one to make, and 
probably the only viable 
option available to the city 
that sits just 17 miles from 
Lake Michigan. 

It’s also a step that will 
provide safe drinking 
water to the city that has a 
population of about 70,000 
people. The EPA had given 
the city until 2018 to find 
a solution to its contami-
nated water supply, which 
contained radium that 
exceed regulatory limits 
set by the Safe Drinking 
Water Act.

Waukesha is the first city 
to divert water directly 
from Lake Michigan since 
the Great Lakes Compact 
was enacted. The federal 
law prohibits water from 
being diverted from Lake 
Michigan and the Great 
Lakes watershed. Com-
munities that straddle the 
basin divide are the excep-
tion, and Waukesha County 
qualified as an exception. 

The city was withdraw-
ing about 1.6 million 

gallons of Great Lakes 
water daily from the basin 
through wells and divert-
ing it into the Mississippi 
River Basin. The new plan 
will take water directly 
from Lake Michigan, and 
that water will be treated 
and restored to the lake. 
This process will be moni-
tored and reporting en-
forced. There also will be a 
recycling program utilized 
for personal-care products 
and pharmaceuticals. 

Opponents of the deci-
sion think the move will 
open the door for other cit-
ies that are outside of the 
basin to follow in Wauke-
sha’s footsteps. That seems 
like an unlikely possibility. 

Michigan knows all too 
well the concerns of con-
taminated water and the 
lasting impact it can have 
on a community as Flint’s 
water crisis continues to 
evolve. Residents went 
nearly two years before 
they could drink the city’s 
water. And the lasting 
impact is yet to unfold 
when you consider some 
9,000 children have been 
exposed to lead poisoning 
after drinking the water. 

No other city should 
have to face the issues 
Flint still is tackling. When 
you are in the position to 
help, you should. 

Water diversion  
a neighborly act

H
ey, kids! Welcome to 
Yard Care Camp!

The bad news is 
that you must attend 
Yard 
Care 

Camp before you 
get to go off to 
soccer, baseball, 
football, swim-
ming, horseback 
riding, band or any 
other kind of camp 
this summer. The 
good news is that 
Yard Care Camp is 
completely FREE! 
That’s right, you’ll 
be living at home, sleeping in 
your own beds, pushing the 
usual foods around your plates 
to make it look like you’ve eaten 
them. No crazy surprises here. 
And you already know and love 
your counselors — Mom and 
Dad!

The first week, campers will 
play the weed-pulling game 
every morning. In the afternoon, 
they’ll laugh and cheer as they 
enjoy the mulching competi-
tions! By the second day, most 
campers should be able to do 
this by themselves without help 
from the counselors. But not to 
worry, campers who need extra 
instruction will get it. Every day 
at noon, there will be exciting 
motivational talks by Mom and 
Dad on “Why I Can’t Hear You 
When You Whine” and “When 
You’re 18 You Can Move Out 
and Live in Your Own Filth and 
Squalor.”

Yard Care Camp is a unique 
experience that you’ll talk about 
for years to come. Imagine how 
jealous your friends will be when 
they hear that you’ve gotten to 
fertilize plants, trim the walk 
and pick up trash. If only their 
parents loved them enough to 

send them to Yard Care Camp! 
But not every child gets to fulfill 
that dream.

But that’s not all, lucky camp-
ers. For no extra money, you’ll 
get to mow the lawn, clean the 
gas grill, scrape paint, wash the 
deck, clean and put away all the 
tools and a thousand other little 
things. We call them “chores,” 
but you’ll call them “fun.” No 
more boring days playing video 
games, watching TV and saying 
things like “There’s nothing to do 
around here!” There’s plenty to 
do at Yard Care Camp, and you’ll 
be doing it!

Some days, if there’s time, 
and if all the chores are finished 
and if the counselors aren’t too 
tired, we’ll go out to get some ice 
cream or go to a movie.

Most kids think the second 
week of camp is even more fun 
than the first. That’s when we 
upgrade from Yard Care Camp 

to Home Cleaning Camp. You’ll 
start most days with the thrilling 
“Separate the Laundry” chal-
lenge, competing with other 
teams (your brothers and sisters) 
to see who can win first place. 
Then you’ll get to feed and care 
for your very own animals — 
right down to cleaning the litter 
box. After that, there’s Dirt-
Removal Appreciation class, or 
as Counselor Mom likes to call it, 
dusting and vacuuming. There’s 
nothing like it to make teens feel 
grown up.

There’s never a dull moment! 
The counselors will lead camp-
ers in their favorites songs, such 
as “This is the way we load the 
dishwasher, load the dishwasher, 
load the dishwasher. This is the 
way we load the dishwasher, 
early in the morning” and its 
sequel, “This is the way we clean 
the tub.” At night, you’ll gather 
around the microwave to sing 

the ditties you learned that day, 
like “This is the way we scrub the 
floor” and “This is the way we 
make the bed.” They’re sure to 
put a smile on everyone’s face.

By popular demand, there will 
a new feature this year called 
“Watch Dad Pay Some Bills.” 
Campers will sit quietly while 
Counselor Dad explains ex-
actly how much it costs to run 
Yard Care and Home Cleaning 
Camp. He’ll explain such things 
as kilowatt-hours and roaming 
charges. He may even get into 
the cost of food and clothing. 
New shoes are a particular favor-
ite of his.

Many campers say they’ve 
never had two weeks fly by so 
fast. Many ask what they have to 
do to come back next year. 

Don’t worry! Re-enrollment is 
automatic!

Contact Jim Mullen at mullen.
jim@gmail.com.

Kids, this summer camp is chock full of fun

Jim 
Mullen
Newspaper 
Enterprise 
Association

Letters are welcome

Full name, address and telephone number are required. 
Letters are limited to 400 words and may be edited. 
The e-mail address is letters@monroenews.com. 
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