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Photo WEEK IN REVIEW ●   Fe b. 7- Fe b. 1 3

Gwen Giger (left) of Maybee and Deborah Walls of Carleton, long-time blues fans, get into the music by 
blues musician Larry McCray as he entertained a large crowd Tuesday night at Dorsch Memorial Branch 
Library as part of the Monroe County Library System’s 29th annual Black History Month Blues Series. 

Bedford’s Jackman Road Elementary fourth-graders (from left) Lucas Tominello, 9, Aiden Ze-
inski, 10, and Kate Weyher, with the help of mom volunteer Mindy Klawonn, take a look at the 
ventricle of a cow’s heart Thursday. The students are studying the circulatory system and 
learning the importance of taking care of your heart by eating right, exercising, not smoking 
and not using drugs. Fourth-grade teacher Kelly Reeves, who has been teaching the impor-
tance of the heart and dissecting the organ in her class for 20 years, has the students take a 
very hard test where they need to know all the parts of the heart and have to pass in order to 
get to participate in the dissection. 

Dale Midkiff of Huron screams after pinning Alex Sherry of 
Jefferson at heavyweight class. Jefferson won the Division 2 
District title at Huron Wednesday night, 33-28.

Denise Smith (above left) of Monroe concentrates on her painting as she participates in “Pints and Paint,” a night out with an artsy end-
ing, at River’s Edge at Carrington in Monroe. Amy England and her mother Donna England, (above right) along with Leann Lancaster of 
New Boston work on their paintings.

 — Monroe News photos by TOM HAWLEY

LANSING (AP) — An 
information freeze on lo-
cal and school officials 
is thawing after a federal 
judge put a preliminary in-
junction on a new Michi-
gan election law that crit-
ics called a “gag order.”

The injunction was a 
relief to many local and 
school officials fearful of 
legal repercussions for 
distributing information 
about upcoming ballot 
proposals. Gov. Rick Sny-
der had signed the legis-
lation into law early this 
year.

Some local officials say 
they’re once again holding 

public meetings, talking to 
media and distributing in-
formation about some of 
more than 100 upcoming 
money-related local bal-
lot proposals up for vote. 
Others said the law only 
stopped them from using 
taxpayer money for mass 
mailing, robo calls and TV 
or radio advertising cam-
paigns.

The law confused many. 
Now that the injunction is 
in place, some local offi-
cials are rushing to spread 
the word about their city, 
county or township pro-
posals.

Dickinson County Clerk 

Dolly Cook said she’s 
scrambling to inform vot-
ers about 12 proposals. 
That includes a 911 dis-
patch millage renewal, a 
service that can’t function 
without tax money.

“We do need to get (in-
formation) out, like I’m on 
the radio once a month,” 
Cook said. “And man, I’ll 
tell you what, when they 
put that out I didn’t say 
a word because you’re 
looking at a $20,000 fine. 
I’m glad the injunction is 
there.”

Benton Harbor Area 
Schools has a $6.062 mil-
lion millage renewal re-

quest on the ballot. Chief 
Financial Officer Scott 
Johnson for the Berrien 
Regional Education Ser-
vice Agency said the agen-
cy is “seriously consider-
ing” sending information 
about the proposal with 
the injunction in place.

Superintendents from 
Pontiac School District 
and Pittsford Area Schools 
also say they’re happy: The 
Pontiac School District has 
a $27.6 million millage re-
newal proposal, and Pitts-
ford has several bonding 

proposals.
The new law stopped 

them and other local gov-
ernments from distrib-
uting information about 
upcoming ballot propos-
als 60 days before an elec-
tion through mass mailing 
campaigns, robo calls and 
television or radio ads. The 
law was meant to curb the 
use of taxpayer money to 
spread biased interpreta-
tions of proposals, a prac-
tice that supporters of the 
change called “electioneer-
ing.”

Election law injunction relieves many
ANN ARBOR, Mich. (AP) 

— Officials at the Univer-
sity of Michigan are placing 
a temporary ban on drone 
use on the school’s Ann 
Arbor campus until a final 
policy is created.

The Ann Arbor News 
reported that the restric-
tions include indoor and 
outdoor use and applies to 
everyone on campus.

The ban was announced 
in an e-mail to staff. It does 
not apply to labs or desig-
nated research areas. The 
school is in the process of 
building a netted, outdoor 
facility for drone research 
and educational uses.

Officials wrote in the e-
mail that “drones can in-
terfere with the air-medical 
transport helicopters that 
regularly land” at the uni-
versity’s medical center.

Online 
The Ann Arbor News:  
www.mlive.com/ann-arbor

UM temporarily 
bans drone use

DETROIT (AP) — A driv-
ing tour of Detroit’s Belle 
Isle is part of an effort to as-
sess the abundance of birds 
around North America.

Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources wildlife 
staff were to participate 
in Saturday’s tour of the 
island park located in the 
Detroit River to count wa-
terfowl and other birds on 
and around the island. 

The count was part of 
Cornell Lab of Ornitholo-
gy’s annual Great Backyard 
Bird Count.

Online: gbbc.birdcount.org

Belle Isle driving 
tour for the birds

In Loving Memory Of

William (Bill)
Burkett

Who Passed Away Feb. 14, 2009
We Love You...Forever.

Love, Wife Chris, Children Julie & Terry, Mike & Dawn,
Kathy & Jeff, Wendy & Casey, Grandchildren Samantha,

Allyson, Jacob, Morgan, Madison,
Michael And Abigail

Forever In Our Hearts,
Prayers And Conversations.

Your photo is next to my heart...
Sweet thoughts of you on my mind.
I’ll always love you till the end of time.

Loved And Sadly Missed By Your Husband,
Lover And Best Friend, Rudy

In Loving Memory Of
Sharon

Sonnichsen
Who Passed Away
February 1, 2014

Remembering You On
       Valentine’s Day ❤

SANCTUARY AT MARIAN PLACE

You are invited to taste the best chili in town!
Sanctuary at Marian Place is the “hottest” senior community 
in Monroe, come see for yourself.  We are serving up mouth 
watering chili’s for sampling, and offering tours 
of our affordable, all-inclusive campus.

RSVP by February 21 for this FREE 
event by calling (734) 241-2414.

Thursday, February 25, 2:00 p.m.
408 West Front Street, Monroe
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