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ROBERT “BOB” LEE DIVER, 78, of Deerfield

TODD M. BRIESCHKE, 62, of Ottawa Lake

ANNE R. ACKERMAN, 54, of Monroe

NELDA “JUDY” BOLTZ, 85, of Monroe

CAROL PERRY, 86, of Petersburg

BY RAY KISONAS
rayk@monroenews.com

A man who pleaded guilty to 
crimes related to human trafficking 
is facing another 25 charges similar 
to child pornography in Ohio.

Aaron Kowalski, 38, of Perrys-
burg, Ohio, is facing a minimum of 
16 months in prison after he plead-
ed guilty to charges of attempted 
human trafficking 
of a minor for com-
mercial sexual ac-
tivity and attempted 
use of a computer 
to commit a crime.

Mr. Kowalski has 
remained in the 
Mo n ro e  Co u n t y 
Jail since his arrest 
in January when 
he allegedly asked 
a prostitute to ar-
range a meeting with a 12-year girl 
in an Erie Township motel. The 
prostitute instead contacted police.

Lt. Marc Moore of the Monroe 
Area Narcotics Team and Investi-
gative Services said investigators 
arrested Mr. Kowalski when he ar-
rived at the motel that day expect-
ing to meet with a young girl. His 
plans, according to police, included 
drugging the child to knock her un-
conscious so he could sexually as-
sault her.

That investigation led police to 
Mr. Kowalski’s home in Perrysburg. 
Lt. Moore said detectives confis-
cated items from the defendant’s 
house including computers that 
contained illegal images. The evi-
dence collected led to a 25-count 
indictment in Wood County, where 
Perrysburg is located.

Trafficker 
faces porn 
charges  
in Ohio

AARON  
KOWALSKI

BY PAULA WETHINGTON
paula@monroenews.com

BEDFORD TOWNSHIP — 
When Vietnam veterans 
returned home, they 

faced an atmosphere in which 
anti-war sentiment was so 
strong they were typically were 
advised not to wear a uniform 
in public.

As the events of that time hit 
their 50-year mark, attitudes 
have softened. Even while the 
World War II generation before 
them are being remembered 
through special events and 
programs, there are renewed 
efforts to honor American 
veterans who served in the 
military during the 1960s and 
1970s.

That’s the background for a 
series of lapel-pinning Vietnam 
anniversary ceremonies that is 
taking place across Michigan. 
The first, an event in Lansing, 
had an attendance of nearly 
2,000. Because of the success 
of that event, and also the 
realization that not everyone 
who wished to attend could 
make the trip, there has been 
a series of spinoff “hometown” 
ceremonies. 

Two of them took place 
Monday in Monroe County at 
Veterans of Foreign Wars halls 
— nearly 100 people attended 
the luncheon at Lambertville 
Post 9656; and about 300 filled 
the hall of Monroe Post 1138 
during an afternoon program.

The official gift was a round 
pin with an eagle’s head and 
the inscriptions “Vietnam War 

Veteran” and “A Grateful Nation 
Thanks and Honors You.” In 
addition, each veteran also was 
given a bumper sticker and 
poster showcasing his or her 
branch of service during that 
era.

State Senate Majority Floor 
Leader Mike Kowall, who came 
up with the idea, co-sponsored 
the programs in Monroe 
County with state Sen. Dale 

Zorn, R-Ida. He explained that 
during an event in Lansing 
honoring World War II veterans, 
his staff realized the charter 
bus driver for the older veter-
ans was himself a veteran from 
the 1960s. Then they started 
brainstorming what to do for 
that generation.

“We take a great deal of pride 
and respect for the Vietnam 
veterans,” Sen. Kowall said. 

“Thank you for your service, 
thank you for your sacrifice. A 
grateful nation can never repay 
the debt it owes you. Welcome 
home, gentlemen, welcome 
home,” he said to a round of 
applause.

Most of the veterans attend-
ing the Lambertville event wore 
hats, shirts or jackets indicat-

OVERDUE RECOGNITION

— Monroe News photos by TOM HAWLEY

Jim Soldwish (above) of Petersburg, who 
served in the Army, 1969-70, is pinned by 
Michigan Senate Majority Floor Leader Mike 
Kowall at Monday’s ceremony recognizing the 
county’s Vietnam War-era veterans in com-
memoration of the 50th anniversary of the war 
at Lambertville Post 9656, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, hall. More than 200 people took part in 
a similar event at Monroe Post 1138, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars (left), including Curt Ellison of 
Monroe who served in the Air Force, 1969-70; 
he was pinned by state Sen. Dale Zorn, R-Ida. 

Vietnam vets 
feted locally 
for service

■ Two trustees and the 
treasurer tendered their 
resignations at the start of 
Monday night’s meeting.

BY DANIELLE PORTTEUS

dportteus@monroenews.com

IDA — Three members of the 
Ida Public Schools Board of Edu-
cation have resigned.

The members made their resig-
nations official at the beginning 
of a regular meeting Monday.  

Patty Galloro, trustee, said in 
her resignation letter that she 
“cannot find my way to serve on 
a board where there is a lack of 
communication, policy and re-
spect.” 

“It is my opinion that the board 
no longer serves the best interest 

of the students and the commu-
nity,” Mrs. Galloro said in a letter 
given to The Monroe News before 
the meeting. 

Mrs. Galloro cited several rea-
sons for her resignation, includ-
ing a lack of respect for board 
members, violations of the Open 
Meetings Act and issues with the 
treatment of school staff. 

“I believe the school board and 
its superintendent (Rick Carsten) 
are not transparent,” Mrs. Galloro 
said. “There is a lot of distrust and 
alienation on the board.” 

The board member said she 
had to file Freedom of Informa-
tion requests in order to receive 
information. 

Dr. Kristy Taylor, a trustee, ex-
plained her frustrations, saying 

3 quit Ida school board
DETROIT (AP) — Volunteers 

and baseball fans gathered over 
the weekend at the site of the 
old Tiger Stadium for a farewell 
of sorts to the grass field.

The volunteer group Navin 
Field Grounds Crew, which 
maintained the field, orga-
nized the events ahead of a 
groundbreaking scheduled for 
Wednesday on a project to re-
develop the site into a youth 
sports facility and new Detroit 
Police Athletic League head-
quarters.

“The field means so much to 
so many people,” said Tom Der-
ry, who founded the volunteer 
group to maintain the diamond 
and grass. “When we took over 
that field, the weeds were 6 and 
8 feet tall and there was trash 
everywhere. We turned a trash 

dump into a field of dreams.”

Plans call for the field’s grass 
to be replaced by artificial turf 

within the next year or so. The 

Farewell to old Tiger Stadium field

— AP photo by DAVID GURALNICK/Detroit News

Robert Howe, a member of the Navin Field Grounds Crew, sweeps the infield 
ahead of a game Sunday at the old Tiger Stadium in Detroit.

INSIDE Details, 3A
Former U.S. Sen. 

Carl Levin wears a 
cap emblazoned 
with the name of 

a battleship to be 
named after him. 

— AP photo

See VETERANS, Page 7A See CHARGES, Page 7A

See IDA, Page 7A See STADIUM, Page 7A
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Robert “Bob” Lee Diver, 
age 78 of Deerfield passed 
away on Friday, April 8, 
2016 at ProMedica Bixby 
Hospital, Adrian.  

He was born on July 21, 
1937 in Deerfield, Michi-
gan, the son of Wilson and 
Audrey (Stark) Diver. On 
A p r i l  2 8 , 
1959, Bob 
m a r r i e d 
the former 
C h a r l o t t e 
Mae Kuhl-
man at St. 
Alphonsus 
C a t h o l i c 
Church in 
Deerfield, Michigan. She 
preceded him in death on 
April 29, 2015. Bob was em-
ployed by General Motors 
at Hydromatic in Toledo, 
Ohio as a fork lift operator 
for 35 years before retiring.  

He then obtained his 
builder’s license in 1979 
and began working along-
side his son for Dan Diver 
Builder’s, eventually be-
coming a partner. Bob was 
a member of the Sons of 
the American Legion. He 
loved to play golf and in 
earlier years softball. He 
was undoubtedly the De-
troit Lions’ biggest fan, 
paying tribute to his fa-
vorite Lion Barry Sanders 
by having a tree carved 
into Barry in his front yard. 
Bob’s absolute favorite pas-
time was taking long drives 
through Amish country in 
his ’68 Plymouth convert-
ible, which he was looking 
very forward to doing when 
the weather got better.

Surviving are his chil-
dren, Dan (Annette) Diver, 
Kim (Julie) Diver and Mi-
chelle (Dave) Keller all of 
Deerfield, MI; 9 grand-
children, Morgan, Wesley, 

Bryan (Shayna), Erin, Jake, 
Adam, Brandon ( Tahn-
eshia), Kaine, Paige (Kray); 
3 great-grandchildren, Em-
erald Judy Jane, Benson 
Lee and Owen Michael; 
siblings, Judy (Charles) 
Fischer of Blissfield, Kay 
Siering of Blissfield, Dean 
(Lou) Diver of Florida, 
Terry (Marilyn) Diver of Pe-
tersburg and Allen (Paula) 
Diver of Grosse Pointe, MI 
and several nieces, neph-
ews and cousins. In addi-
tion to his wife, Charlotte, 
he was preceded in death 
by his parents and his sis-
ter, Janice Clark and his 
loyal canine companion, 
Muffy.

A Mass of the Resurrec-
tion for Bob will be held 
at 11:00 a.m. on Thurs-
day, April 14, 2016 at Light 
of Christ Catholic Parish 
(St. Alphonsus), Deerfield 
with Fr. Jeff Poll presiding. 
Both Bob’s cremains and 
Charlotte’s cremains will 
be interred at St. Alphon-
sus cemetery following the 
Mass. 

Visitation will take place 
on Wednesday, April 13, 
2016 from 4 – 8 p.m. at the 
Anderson Rudd Funeral 
Home, Blissfield and also 
on Thursday at the church 
from 10:00 – 10:45 a.m. 
prior to the service. Condo-
lences may be made online 
at www.andersonfuner-
alservices.com. Memorial 
contributions in memory 
of Bob are suggested to St. 
Jude Children’s Hospital, 
Hospice of Lenawee, Deer-
field American Legion Post 
#392 or to the Deerfield 
Firefighters Association. 
Envelopes are available at 
the church or at the Ander-
son Rudd Funeral Home, 
Blissfield.

Robert ‘Bob’ Lee Diver
July 21, 1937-April 8, 2016 

Todd M. Brieschke, 62, 
of Ottawa Lake died Sun-
day at Ebeid Hospice. 
Arrangements by Pawlak 
Funeral Home. 

Todd M. Brieschke
April 10, 2016 

D E A T H  N O T I C E S

Nelda “Judy” Boltz, 85, 
of Monroe died Thurs-
day at the Majestic Oaks 
of John Knox Village in 
Orange City, Fla. Ar-
rangements by Allore 
Chapel-Martenson Fam-
ily of Funeral Homes, 
Monroe.

Nelda ‘Judy’ Boltz
April 7, 2016 

Anne R. Ackerman, 54, 
of Monroe died Saturday 
at ProMedica Monroe 
Regional Hospital. Ar-
rangements by Rupp Fu-
neral Home.

Anne R. Ackerman
April 9, 2016 

Additional information 
has been received for Pau-
line Bogedain, 66, of May-
bee who died Friday. 

There will be a rosary 
service at 7 p.m. Wednes-
day at the Liedel Chapel-
Martenson Family of Fu-
neral Homes, 9061 Raisin 
St., Maybee, with Deacon 
George Cousino. She will 
lie in state from 9:30 a.m. 
Thursday until a Mass of 
Resurrection at 10:30 at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church 
in Maybee. The Rev. Louis 
Lapeyre, associate pastor 
of St. Mary of the Immacu-
late Conception Catholic 
Church in Monroe, will of-
ficiate.  Burial will follow in 
St. Joseph Cemetery, May-
bee. 

Online: www.allore.com 

Pauline Bogedain
April 23, 1949-April 8, 2016

CHICAGO (AP) — Na-
tionally syndicated radio 
host Doug Banks, a long-
time fixture in Chicago 

radio and 
television, 
has died at 
age 57.

Banks co-
hosted the 
news fea-
ture show 
“190 North” 
for 10 years 

on WLS-TV, 
an ABC affiliate in Chicago. 
The station reported he 
that died Monday of com-
plications from diabetes.

The Philadelphia native 
was raised in Michigan. 
He began his career at his 
Detroit high school radio 
station, when he was no-
ticed and given a late-night 
weekend show by WDRQ-
FM.

Chicago radio 
personality dies

DOUG BANKS

Carol Perry, 86, of Pe-
tersburg died Sunday at 
ProMedica Monroe Re-
gional Hospital. Services 
are pending at Cover Fu-
neral Home, Dundee.

Carol Perry
April 10, 2016

Your source for local savings.
savingsenseonline.com

ing their military branch, 
years of service or vet-
eran service organization 
membership.

Some were accompa-
nied by family members 
and friends, such as Ron 
Boehme, a retired Army 
lieutenant colonel. He is 
a Bedford High School 
graduate and former Bed-

ford Township resident 
now living in Toledo. His 
wife, Donna, and one of 
his children, Nancy Rasky, 
came to the program. 

As wife and daughter 
watched the veterans line 
up for the presentations, 
Mrs. Boehme related 
some of the stories about 
their travels and life as 
a career military family, 
adding that the family was 

glad they learned about 
this event.

“A little pat on the back 
always goes a long way,” 
she said.

Another family group 
attending was that of 
Army veteran Ronald 
Alcock, who served a year 
in Vietnam during his 
1969-1971 service; and 
his brother, Clark Alcock, 
who had both Army and 

Air Force experience from 
1956-1965, all stateside.

Kathy Thomas of 
Lambertville wore a 
jacket honoring her late 
husband, who was an Air 
Force staff sergeant, as she 
met and spoke with the 
area veterans.

“It just means a lot for 
someone to say ‘thank 
you’ for his service,” she 
said.

Veterans (cont.)

Wood County Prosecut-
ing Attorney Paul A. Dob-
son said Mr. Kowalski was 
indicted on 25 counts of 
illegal use of a minor in 
nudity-oriented material 
or performance. Mr. Dob-
son explained that child 
pornography laws basi-
cally involve possession 
and creating or distribut-
ing images.

He said Mr. Kowalski was 

charged with a second-
degree felony and each 
charge carries a maximum 
penalty of eight years in 
prison. A warrant has been 
issued for Mr. Kowalski’s 
arrest.

It is expected that Mr. 
Kowalski will face those 
charges in an Ohio court 
before he completes his 
sentenced in Michigan. 
Monroe County Circuit 
Judge Daniel S. White is set 
to sentence Mr. Kowalski 
on May 12.

Monroe County Pros-
ecutor William Paul Nich-
ols said he expects the 
criminal case in Ohio to 
be completed before Mr. 
Kowalski serves his full 
sentence in Michigan. If 
convicted on the Wood 
County charges, Mr. Kow-
alski then would serve his 
time in Ohio.

The Monroe County 
charges were believed to 
be the first of their kind 
to be filed in Michigan, 
which expanded human 

trafficking laws in 2015. 
Although there was no ac-
tual 12-year-old victim in 
the case, Mr. Nichols ex-
plained that the suspect 
intended to have an illegal 
sexual contact with a mi-
nor, which is included in 
the charge’s description.

Monroe attorney J. Hen-
ry Lievens represented 
Mr. Kowalski, whose bond 
was set at $500,000. Mr. 
Lievens declined to com-
ment on the case.

Charges (cont.)

she was not notified that 
the district purchased a 
house near the school. 

“Why wouldn’t we dis-
cuss this?” Dr. Taylor asked 
as part of her resignation. 

She said innovative 
thinking is “not wel-
comed” in the board room 
and the board “no longer 
serves the best interest of 
the students.” 

“The last budget debate 
was a disgrace to the en-
tire board that was pub-
lished in the paper that the 
teachers had not received 
a raise in six years,” she 
said. “Meanwhile, the su-
perintendent asked for a 3 
percent raise.”

Dr. Taylor said she wish-
es the school district well 
and thanks those who 
voted her onto the board a 
year and a half ago. 

“My only regret is that 
I feel like I have changed 

nothing in the year and 
a half that I have been on 
the board — and I want 
to apologize for that,” she 
said.  “I am truly sorry.” 

Christine Horney, trea-
surer, cited “poor leader-
ship” in her brief resigna-
tion. 

“I cannot work like this, 
and I will also be stepping 
down,” Ms. Horney said. 

After reading their let-
ters, the women walked 
out. 

The board continued its 
meeting, saying it had a 
majority to conduct busi-
ness. The four remaining 
members are Mark Mathis, 
president; Brian DeLand, 
vice president; Jody Hoff-
man, secretary, and trustee 
Tim Janssen.

During the meeting, 
Supt. Carsten said he 
thinks the board has 30 
days to appoint replace-
ments for departing wom-
en’s terms, which expire at 
the end of the year. He said 

he would have to verify 
that policy before he was 
definitive. 

The seats are available 
during the general elec-
tion in November with 
new members to be seated 
Jan. 1. 

Board members did not 
comment on the resigna-
tions.

After the meeting, Supt. 
Carsten said he was not 
aware all three would re-
sign that night, but had 
been made aware Dr. Tay-
lor would be vacating her 
position.

“I knew that at some 
point Kristy would resign 
because she would be 
moving out of the district 
after her husband accept-
ed another position,” Supt. 
Carsten said. “I also knew 
Patty was not seeking re-
election.” 

Supt. Carsten said he did 
not feel that meetings had 
been contentious and “90 
percent” of the board reso-

lutions were unanimous. 
“I don’t know of that 

many issues that were 
contentious,” Mr. Carsten 
said. “I know of two 4-3 
votes, and that was on my 
evaluation and my con-
tract.” 

Last week, the board 
hosted a workshop for 
team building, which had 
been planned for a while 
and is conducted each 
year, Supt. Carsten said. 

In regard to purchasing a 
house, the superintendent 
said the board previously 
had listed the item for dis-
cussion, but did not pur-
chase the house. 

“There was never any-
thing more on the agenda 
than discussion,” he said. 
“We asked the board if 
they wanted to buy the 
house and what they 
would want to do with it, 
but we weren’t given any 
direction. That’s why it 
wasn’t on (Monday night’s) 
agenda.” 

Ida (cont.)

Detroit Police Athletic 
League has said the turf 
will extend the life of the 
field and allow it to be 
used in varying weather 
conditions.

Tiger Stadium opened in 
1912 as Navin Field. The 
Tigers left for Comerica 
Park after the 1999 season. 
The last portion of the sta-
dium was demolished in 
2009, but the site has been 
an attraction for visitors 
from around the country 
— from baseball games 
to wedding ceremonies 
and services to scatter cre-
mated remains of loved 
ones, The Detroit News 
reported.

Farewell events con-
cluded on Sunday with a 
pickup game that included 
the Men’s Senior Baseball 
League of Detroit. Former 
Detroit Tigers player John 
Wockenfuss joined about 
50 others on the field, tak-
ing part in a quick, rainy 
and muddy game.

“For me, that place was 

like church. It was a great 
place to play baseball, and 
it was hard to see it go,” 
Wockenfuss, 67, told the 
newspaper.

The nonprofit Detroit 
Police Athletic League’s 
new headquarters will par-
tially enclose the historic 
playing field, which will 
be used for baseball and 
other youth sports. On the 
opposite side of the field, 
another development is 
planned.

Derry, a 52-year-old 
from Redford Township, 
said the volunteer group 
“had a great run here.”

“We knew it wouldn’t 
last forever. We’ve been 
honored to be the tem-
porary caretakers of that 
field,” he said. The Navin 
Field Grounds Crew likely 
will take on another resto-
ration project.

“We have a passion for 
baseball, but all have a 
passion for the city of De-
troit,” he said. “We will 
continue to do something 
to help improve the city.”

Stadium (cont.)

— AP photo by DAVID GURALNICK/Detroit News

Tom Derry (above), founder of the Navin Field Grounds Crew,  
and his wife, Sara, take shelter from the rain under an umbrella 
Sunday during a baseball game on the site of the old Tiger Sta-
dium in Detroit. Former Tigers baseball player John Wockenfuss 
(below, left) gives a hug to Eric Toysa, who was a bat boy at Tiger 
Stadium. 

CHICAGO (AP) — Prosecutors 
have given the federal court over-
seeing Dennis Hastert’s hush-mon-
ey case enough evidence of sexual 
abuse for the judge 
to at least consider 
sentencing the for-
mer House speaker 
to more than the 
suggested maximum 
of six months behind 
bars.

Hastert has plead-
ed guilty to break-
ing banking law in 
a scheme to pay $3.5 
million to ensure someone identi-
fied in court papers as “Individual 

A” stayed silent about being abused 
when he was a 14-year-old student 
at the Illinois high school where 
Hastert was the wrestling coach. The 
statutory maximum for the banking 
violation is five years in prison, but 
sentencing guidelines suggest no 
more than a matter of months.

Federal judges have enormous 
leeway, so Judge Thomas M. Durkin 
will not be bound by the guidelines 
when he sentences the 74-year-old 
Republican on April 27 in Chicago. A 
closer look at the process and Hast-
ert’s likely fate:

Prosecutors refer to sexual abuse 
on nearly every page of a 26-page 
presentencing memo filed late Fri-

day. But Hastert’s conviction isn’t for 
sexual abuse. It’s for the compara-
tively technical charge of structuring 
huge cash withdrawals to pay Indi-
vidual A, first withdrawing $50,000 
at a time and then later switching 
to just less than $10,000 to evade re-
porting requirements.

Prosecutors said in the Friday fil-
ing that they would have preferred 
sex-abuse charges, but the statute 
of limitation on sexual abuse ran out 
decades ago. Still, prosecutors con-
sidered Hastert’s conduct with the 
victims, all boys 14 to 17 years old, 
so egregious that they chose to pur-
sue the banking charge to ensure he 
faced some punishment.

Revelations could increase Hastert sentence

DENNIS  
HASTERT

CREMATION
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