
 MONROE NEWSTHE

M O N R O E N E W S . C O M   ■   WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER 8, 2014  ■   7 5  C E N T S  D A I L Y

Since 1825 
No. 278 (USPS 359-400) 

Monroe, Mich. 

© 2014 Monroe Publishing Co.

TWO SECTIONS
Business ................ 6A
Classified ........... 8-9B
Classroom.............. 7B
Comics ................... 5B
Community ............6B
Local ....................... 3A
Sports ......... 1-4B, 10B

TODAY’S OBITUARIES  Details, 9A WEATHER  Details, 8A

T O N I G H T
Partly cloudy

T H U R S D A Y
Partly cloudy

 42°  61°

   Do you crave coffee?  
It’s in your genes

N
EW YORK (AP) — How 
much coffee do you 
drink every day? One 
cup in the morning? Or 

do you gulp it all day? 
Scientists have long known 

that your DNA influences how 
much java you consume. Now a 
huge study has identified some 
genes that may play a role. 

Their apparent effect is quite 
small. But variations in such 
genes may modify coffee’s ef-
fect on a person’s health and 
so genetic research may help 
scientists explore that, said 
Marilyn Cornelis of the Harvard 
School of Public Health. She led 
the research. 

The project analyzed the 
results of about two dozen previ-
ous studies with a combined 
total of more than 120,000 
participants. Those participants 
had described how much coffee 
they drink a day and allowed 
their DNA to be scanned. The 
new work looked for minute dif-
ferences in their DNA that were 
associated with drinking more 
or less coffee. 

Researchers found eight such 
variants, two of which already 
had been linked to coffee con-
sumption. 

Four of the six new variants 
implicate genes that are in-
volved with caffeine, either in 
how the body breaks it down 
or in its stimulating effects, 
the researchers said in a paper 
released Tuesday by the journal 
Molecular Psychiatry. 

The two other newly impli-
cated genes were a surprise 
because there’s no clear bio-
logical link to coffee or caffeine, 
Cornelis said. They are instead 
involved with cholesterol levels 
and blood sugar. 

Marian Neuhouser, a nutrition 
researcher at the Fred Hutchin-
son Cancer Research Center 
in Seattle and study co-author, 
said identifying genes related to 
consumption one day may help 
doctors identify patients who 
need extra help in cutting down 
on coffee if recommended. 
For example, pregnant women 
are advised to consume only 
moderate amounts of caffeine 
because of risk of miscarriage 
and preterm birth, she said. 

None of the identified ge-
netic variants was related to how 
intensely a person tastes coffee, 
and Cornelis said that surprised 
her. 

She doesn’t drink coffee, she 
said, because she can’t stand it.

Online: Molecular Psychiatry: 
www.nature.com/mp
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Are you a java junkie or can you 
not stand drinking a cup of joe? 
Join others in sharing your coffee 
habit at facebook.com/monroe-
news.

■ Vic Braden fell in love with 
tennis growing up in Monroe 
and went on to work with 
some of the sport’s best 
players. 

BY RAY KISONAS AND JEFF MEADE
Monroe News staff writers

Vic Braden, a Monroe native 
who used his love of sports, sci-

ence and psychol-
ogy to become 
one of the world’s 
most popular ten-
nis instructors, 
has died at 85.

M r .  B r a d e n 
lived in Orange 
County,  Calif . , 
and died Monday 
at his home in 

Trabuco Canyon after suffering a 
heart attack.

One of seven children of Vic-
tor Sr. and Mildred Braden of 
Monroe, he attended Lincoln 
Elementary School and Monroe 
High School, where he was the 
Class A state singles champion 

Tennis guru Braden,  
a Monroe native, dies

Tributes began pouring in 
immediately after Vic Braden’s 
death:

Tennis great Chris Evert wrote 
on her Twitter account, “Rest 
in Peace, Vic Braden. Innova-
tive, cutting edge king of guy. 
Will miss his enthusiasm and 
knowledge of the game. He’ll be 
greatly missed.”

◆ ◆ ◆

Tracy Austin, who first worked 
with Mr. Braden when she was 
6, tweeted, “So sad to hear of 
the passing of tennis coach Vic 
Braden, a pioneer, innovator & 
true legend in our sport!”

◆ ◆ ◆

Billie Jean King wrote on her 
Twitter account, “Tennis has lost 
a treasure. He was 
always on the 
cutting edge 
of science in 
tennis & is an 
all-time great 
in our industry.”

■ Jeff Zink said he apologized 
for a remark made at a road 
commission meeting that 
was termed inappropriate 
and offensive to people with 
disabilities.

BY DEAN COUSINO
dean@monroenews.com

Monroe County commission-
ers are seeking the resignation 
of Road Commissioner Jeff Zink 
for a comment he made at a road 
board meeting last month that 
was offensive to a road commis-
sion employee in 
the audience who 
has a disability.

County com-
missioners voted 
8-0 Tuesday night 
to send a letter 
from the board 
to Mr. Zink ask-
ing that he resign 
immediately for 
making a comment at a Sept. 22 
meeting that was deemed offen-
sive to people with disabilities. 

The board made the move af-
ter Gary Williams, a road com-
mission employee for almost 
14 years, and his wife, Chrissy, 
brought the matter to the board.

“It deeply hurt me,” Mr. Wil-
liams told the board. “I was at 
the meeting because I wanted to 

get more involved at work. When 
he said what he did, I raised my 
hand to speak and said, ‘Are you 
kidding me?’ It hit me hard.”

Mr. Williams, 50, lost two fin-
gers on his left hand and the tips 
of two other fingers on his right 
hand from an accident in 1998. 
He once worked as a mechanic 
for the county agency but is now 
working with the drain tile crew. 

According to Mr. Williams and 
Commissioner David Hoffman, 
who was at the road meeting, the 
board was discussing a request 
from Managing Director Randy 
Pierce to hire a mechanic be-
cause the department was short 
of help. 

The board backed the idea and 
Mr. Zink commented, “If you’re 
short-handed, make sure you 
hire a guy with 10 fingers,” Mr. 
Williams said.

County board calls 
for resignation of 
road commissioner

JEFF ZINK

VIC BRADEN

T W I T T E R  
T R I B U T E S 

was 

“I’m sorry anybody 
took offense. I don’t go 
around intentionally 
trying to hurt someone.”

 — Jeff Zink
road commissioner

Six area high 
schools are 
celebrating 
homecoming 
this week.  
Page 5A

See BRADEN, Page 9A

See ZINK, Page 8A
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DISTRICT-BRONSON
Facing charges

Anthony B. Childers, 46, 
address unavailable, inde-
cent exposure, trespassing, 
two counts breaking and 
entering without owner 
permission. Pretrial con-
ference Oct. 20.

MAGISTRATE-
LUCHANSKY
Facing charges

Joshua A. Beekman, 22, 
Blissfield, breaking and 
entering without owner 
permission. Pretrial con-
ference Oct. 22.

Stephanie Joseph, 19, 
928 Greenwood Ave., do-
mestic violence. Pretrial 
conference Oct. 22.

Mary E. Marsee, 62, 
13104 S. Dixie Hwy., La-
Salle, maintaining a drug 
house. Preliminary exam 
Tuesday.

Denesia C. Mendez, 35, 
27 E. Vine St., retail fraud-
second degree. Pretrial 
conference Oct. 20.

Nikita S. Moore, 22, Troy, 
four counts assault and 
battery. Pretrial conference 
Oct. 22.

Patrick M. O’Connell, 31, 
177 Cole Rd., possession of 
controlled substance less 
than 25 grams, possession 
of marijuana, two counts 
possession of controlled 
substance. Preliminary 
exam Tuesday.

Brady D. Pitts, 38, Jack-
son, possession of mari-
juana, resisting and ob-
structing police officer, 
resisting and obstructing 
police officer causing in-
jury. Preliminary exam 
Tuesday.

Angelina M. Sandy-Wil-
son, 20, 122 Riverview Ave., 
domestic violence. Pretrial 
conference Oct. 22.

James N. Sarantou, 43, 
9008 Village Meadows Dr., 
Temperance, domestic vi-
olence. Pretrial conference 
Oct. 15.

Adam E. Scaggs, 38, 
13104 S. Dixie Hwy., La-
Salle, delivering or manu-
facturing 5 to 45 kilograms 
of marijuana, delivering or 
manufacturing marijuana, 
maintaining a drug house, 
felony firearms. Prelimi-
nary exam Tuesday.

Jamie R. Scaggs, 36, 
13104 S. Dixie Hwy., La-
Salle, delivering or manu-
facturing 5 to 45 kilograms 
of marijuana, delivering or 
manufacturing marijuana, 
maintaining a drug house, 
felony firearms. Prelimi-
nary exam Tuesday.

Bayleigh M. Cook, 17, 
1378 Rutledge St., Temper-
ance, malicious destruc-
tion of personal prop-
erty between $1,000 and 
$20,000. Preliminary exam 
Tuesday.

Adrianne M. Cook, 17, 
7500 Wellsley St., Lambert-
ville, malicious destruction 
of personal property be-
tween $1,000 and $20,000. 
Preliminary exam Tuesday.

Krista A. Tussing, 17, 
9057 Lewis Ave., Apt. B, 
Temperance, malicious 
destruction of personal 
property between $1,000 
and $20,000. Pretrial con-
ference Monday, prelimi-
nary exam to be sched-
uled.

CIRCUIT-WEIPERT
Sentenced

Amy J. Dennehy, 42, To-
ledo, larceny in a build-
ing. 3 years probation, 
270 days in jail, 77 days 
immediately, credit for 
77 days served, balance 
as court directs.Must stay 
employed, take substance 
abuse counseling, attend 
AA, CA or NA. $948 fines 
and costs. Charge of false 
report of felony dismissed.

Heather A. Goodridge, 
25,  13300 Dixon Rd., 
Dundee, larceny in a 
building. 3 years proba-
tion, 330 days in jail, 198 
days immediately, credit 
for 98 days served, balance 
as court directs. Must take 
substance abuse coun-
seling, attend AA, CA or 
NA. $948 fines and costs. 
Charge of larceny from a 
person dismissed.

Keith A. Konarske, 24, 
7539 Sovey Rd., Newport, 
breaking and entering 
without breaking with in-
tent. 5 years probation, 1 
year in jail immediately. 
Must take substance abuse 
counseling, attend AA, 
CA or NA. $948 fines and 
costs. Charge of home in-
vasion-second degree dis-
missed.

Patrick G. McCracken, 
45, 345 Ann Marie Dr., Mi-
lan, criminal sexual con-
duct-second degree. 5 to 
15 years in prison, credit 

for 85 days served. Must 
take psychological, im-
pulse control and sex of-
fender counseling. 

Noah E. Sinclair, 48, ad-
dress unavailable, failure 
to register as sex offend-
er. 14 months to 4 years 
in prison, credit for 135 
days served. Must take 
substance abuse, mental 
health, psychological and 
impulse control counsel-
ing, attend AA, CA or NA. 
$198 fines and costs.

CIRCUIT-WHITE
Sentenced

Daniel L. Bates, 44 4729 
W. Albain Rd., operating 
while intoxicated-third of-
fense. 23 months to 5 years 
probation, credit for 66 
days served. $110 restitu-
tion. $398 fines and costs.

William J. Berkebile, 48, 
38744 S. Huron Rd., New 
Boston, fleeing police-third 
degree, operating while 
intoxicated-third offense. 
18 months to 7½ years in 
prison, credit for 169 days 
served. $100 restitution. 
$466 fines and costs.

Stephen D. Blunt, 36, 906 
E. Third St., prisoner in 
possession of contraband. 
300 days in jail, credit for 
67 days served. $198 fines 
and costs.

Gas Prices Going Up? Change Your Boiler!
Michigan Gas is offering up to $1,000 for 

Boiler Installs 92% Effi cient or Higher!

WATER HEATER
Foam Lined. Fast Recovery. Full 6 Year Guarantee.

Featuring The Newest Styles In:
ubs

oilets

  & Toilets

PLUS Same Day Installation!

Voted #1
Heating & Cooling

and Plumbing
Company in Monroe

County!

PLUMBING
HEATING
A/C

“Trust Is A Must!”

(734) 241-8898

Oldest Continuing Family Owned Plumbing & Heating Business
In The United States Since 1868

PUBLIC NOTICE
PAID PUBLIC NOTICE

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT

COUNTY OF MONROE   
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Decedent’s Estate
FILE NO. 2014-0520-DE

Estate of PATRICIA A. KIEFFER
Date of birth: 02/14/1931

TO ALL CREDITORS:

NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The 
decedent, Patricia A. Kieffer, died 
02/22/2013. 

Creditors of the decedent are 
notified that all CLAIMS against the 
estate will be forever barred unless 
presented to Lisa M. Arthur, personal 
representative, or to both the probate 
court at 106 E. First Street, Monroe MI, 
48161 and the personal representative 
within 4 months after the date of 
publication of this notice.
  
Dated: October 1, 2014
  Lisa M. Arthur
  Personal representative
  8409 Galloway Drive
  Lambertville, Michigan 48144
David G. Wise P22463
Attorney At Law
Four Seagate, Ste. 400
Toledo, Ohio 43604
(419) 252-6228
OCTOBER 8, 2014

PUBLIC NOTICE
PAID PUBLIC NOTICE

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT

COUNTY OF MONROE   
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Decedent’s Estate
FILE NO. 2014-0462-DE

Estate of SYLVIA H. HOLCOMB, 
Deceased

Date of birth: February 17, 1944

TO ALL CREDITORS:

NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The 
decedent, SYLVIA H. HOLCOMB, died 
July 10, 2014.

Creditors of the decedent are 
notified that all CLAIMS against the 
estate will be forever barred unless 
presented to Kerry A. Fitzpatrick-
Barone, personal representative, or to 
both the probate court at 106 East 
First Street, Monroe, Michigan 48161 
and the personal representative within 
4 months after the date of publication 
of this notice. 
  
Dated: October 2, 2014
  Kerry A. Fitzpatrick-Barone
  Personal representative
  1200 Mack Road
  Addison Township, MI 48367
  (586) 255-3579
Philip D. Goldsmith (P-37650)
Attorney At Law
222 Washington Street
Monroe, MI 48161
(734) 242-9500
OCTOBER 8, 2014

PUBLIC NOTICE
PAID PUBLIC NOTICE

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT

COUNTY OF MONROE  
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Decedent’s Estate
FILE NO. 2014-0536-DE

Estate of KEITH F. WALTERS, 
Deceased

Date of birth: 07/01/1955

TO ALL CREDITORS:

NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The 
decedent, Keith F. Walters, died 
01/13/2013.

Creditors of the decedent are 
notified that all CLAIMS against the 
estate will be forever barred unless 
presented to Sandra L. Walters, 
personal representative, or to both 
the probate court at 106 E. First 
Street, Monroe, Michigan 48161 and 
the personal representative within 4 
months after the date of publication 
of this notice.
  
Dated: 10/02/2014
   Sandra L. Walters
   Personal representative
   7948 Winthrop
   Monroe, Michigan 48161
   (734)349-2469
Conly K. Crossley P47157
Attorney At Law
212 E. First Street
Monroe, Michigan 48161
(734) 241-6470
OCTOBER 8, 2014
 

www.alicelorrainecarecenter.com

2590 N. Monroe Street
Monroe, MI 48162   
734-243-4000 

Kimberly Sexton: sa1315@yahoo.com

Let
Alice Lorraine
Care Center

assist you with living!

IMMEDIATE
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-
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PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC TESTING FOR THE

ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEM USED 
FOR THE NOVEMBER 4, 2014

GENERAL ELECTION
EXETER TOWNSHIP

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Accuracy Test of the 
Electronic Voting System for the November 4, 2014 General Elec-
tion will be conducted on Wed. October 28, 2014, at 1:00 p.m. in 
the Township Hall located at 6158 Scofi eld Rd., Maybee Michigan.
The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to demonstrate that the 
program and computer that will be used to tabulate the results of 
the election, have been prepared in accordance with law. 

Billie Iott, Clerk
October 8, 2014

Partly cloudy 
tonight. Lows 40-
44.  Partly cloudy 
skies will be around 
Thursday with highs 
near 61 and it will 
stay partly cloudy 
at night with a low 
about 40. Friday will 
be partly cloudy with 
a high of 58.

FRIDAY
Partly 
cloudy

 High: 58°

 Low: 40°

Tuesday’s high ..........................57
Tuesday’s low ........................... 43
High, year ago today ............... 66
Low, year ago today ..................41
Record high ................ 92 in 1939
Record low ..................30 in 2012
Average high ............................ 65
Average low.............................. 46

Tuesday’s

precipitation ....................... .11 in.

October precipitation ........ .82 in.

2014 precipitation ......... 29.88 in.

Sunset ........................... 7:03 p.m.

Sunrise .......................... 7:38 a.m.

Lake Erie temperature ...........63°

L A K E  E R I E  C O N D I T I O N S

AREA FORECAST

TONIGHT

Partly cloudy
Low: 42°

L O C A L  S T A T I S T I C S

Showers will be possible in the Northeast. A cold front will produce a chance of storms in the southern 
Plains. Storms also will be possible in the Southwest. High pressure will keep the northern Plains and 
Great Lakes dry.

N A T I O N A L  O U T L O O K   Forecast highs for today

THURSDAY
Partly 
cloudy

 High: 61°

 Low: 40°

SATURDAY
Mostly 
sunny

 High: 55°

 Low: 40°

West winds 15-25 knots  tonight diminishing to 10-20 knots. 
Waves 4-6 feet subsiding to 3-5 feet. West winds 10-20 knots 
Thursday. Waves 2-4 feet. West winds 10-20 knots at night 
becoming northwest 5-15 knots. Waves 2-4 feet.

WEATHER REPORT

SUNDAY
30 percent 

chance of storms
 High: 59°

 Low: 47°
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I N  T H E  C O U R T S

KALAMAZOO, Mich. (AP) 
— Kalamazoo Department 
of Public Safety has made 
police and procedural 
changes in an effort to ad-
dress the findings of a year-
old racial profiling study, 
Police Chief Jeff Hadley 
told the city commission 
Monday.

Hadley said officers have 
received training on con-
sent-to-search, implicit 
bias and police legitimacy. 
They have also been en-
couraged to connect with 
members of the commu-
nity by going door-to-door.

The study, released by a 
consulting firm Septem-
ber 2013, determined black 
motorists were more than 
twice as likely to be pulled 
over in Kalamazoo as white 
motorists. Although the 
study also found black mo-

torists are less likely to be 
given a citation, it found 
they are more likely to be 
asked by an officer to exit 
their vehicles and to be 
searched, handcuffed and 
arrested.

Kalamazoo crime has 
dropped by 6 percent over-
all, throughout every cat-
egory except for aggravat-
ed assaults and car thefts. 
Traffic stops have been 
reduced by 41 percent, the 
police chief said.

G o i n g  f o r w a rd ,  t h e 
d e p a r t m e n t  p l a n s  t o 
better track searches, 
review the field training of-
ficer program and focus on 
strengthening its relation-
ship with the community.

“There’s a lot of work to 
do,” Hadley said. “I’m not 
going to sit here and tell you 
there isn’t because there is.”

Kalamazoo police try 
to right racial profiling

Reached at his home 
Tuesday night after the 
meeting, Mr. Zink ex-
pressed surprise and re-
morse at hearing about the 
letter to be sent him. 

He said the comment 
was made in jest, not to hu-
miliate anyone. He added 
that he didn’t know Mr. 
Williams was in the audi-
ence until the man raised 
his hand to speak.

“When I saw his hands, I 
felt bad and you can imag-
ine my embarrassment,” 
Mr. Zink, 64, said. “My hu-
mor got the best of me. I 
could clearly see his hands. 
I felt horrible. That’s not 
what I meant. It was in ref-
erence to the department 
(needing workers). Period.”

Mr. Zink said he apolo-
gized that night at the 
board meeting, but that 
was disputed by Mr. Wil-
liams, who said the com-
missioner didn’t offer any 
regrets. 

“I’m sorry anybody took 
offense,” Mr. Zink said. “I 
don’t go around intention-
ally trying to hurt some-
one.”

Mr. Hoffman backed 
the road commissioner’s 
statement that he apolo-
gized during the meeting. 
But Commissioner Robert 
Lambert, vice chairman 
of the county board, said 
there was no evidence of 
that in either the minutes 
or a recording of the meet-
ing. 

It was Mr. Lambert who 
made the motion to send 
the letter, saying the com-
ment was totally inap-
propriate. He said most of 
the board had just learned 
about the incident Tuesday.

“I can’t explain how ap-
palled I am,” the vice chair-
man said. “You can’t make 

comments about people 
with disabilities. He’s an 
appointee to the board. 
Apologizing is one thing, 
but when you make a 
statement like that, that’s 
unacceptable. We have the 
authority to ask for his res-
ignation.”

Virtually every county 
commissioner present 
Tuesday criticized Mr. Zink 
for the comment. Chair-
man Jerry Oley, Mr. Pierce 
and other commissioners 
apologized to Mr. Williams. 
Mr. Oley said Mr. Zink was 
one of three members 
commissioners will con-
sider for reappointment 
this fall. 

“ T h i s  s a d d e n s  m e. 
There’s no place for it,” Mr. 
Oley said. “It did occur, and 
these are things we have to 
deal with.”

Mrs. Williams said Mr. 
Zink’s comment was even 
more offensive to her, even 
though she was not present 
at the time.

“Something needs to 
happen,” she told the 
board Tuesday. “My hus-
band is hard-working and 
father to our children and 
does not deserve to be 
treated like that. If he can’t 
hold his feelings, then he 
has no right to be in that 
position.”

Commissioner Al Potratz 
seconded the motion to 
send the letter. He said he 
is handicapped, too, and 
angry about the comment.

“It’s unnecessary and 
very much uncalled for,” 
Mr. Potratz said. “My apol-
ogies to you and your fam-
ily.”

Mr. Zink has served since 
Jan. 1, 2013. His seat and 
those of Road Commis-
sioners Scott Davidson and 
Joe Schumaker will come 
before the county board for 
reappointment later this 
year.

    FROM PAGE 1A▼

Zink (cont.)




