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OUR VIEW

To the point
Stunt or not, Congress needs more focus on bipartisanship.

▼

▼   LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

There he goes again 
– Congressman Tim 
Walberg has proved he 
is not a friend to seniors. 
He not only voted to 
raise the Medicare retire-
ment age to 70, but he 
also voted to turn our 
benefits into a voucher 
system which would cost 
us an additional $6,400 
out of pocket every year. 

Calling senior citizen 
benefits “worthless” 
and a “Ponzi scheme” is 
not the way to win any 
senior’s support. Now 
the issue of whether 
or not to privatize our 
Social Security benefits 
has come back to the 
forefront of national 
politics. 

What would have hap-
pened if our Social Se-
curity benefits were tied 
up in Wall Street bonds 
when the economy col-
lapsed just a short time 
ago? We all would have 
lost our incomes and 
countless seniors would 
have ended up on the 
streets, unable to pay for 
housing and food while 
investment brokers and 
big banks were continu-
ing their lavish lifestyles. 

Tim Walberg supports 
privatization of our 
Social Security benefits, 
which just adds to my 
belief that Pam Byrnes 
is the clearest choice for 
Congress this year. 

Jerry McKart
Monroe

Byrnes’ view on 
Social Security 
makes her best

I am writing this letter 
in support of judicial 
candidate Jill LaVoy for 
probate judge.

With several letters 
written recently to the 
newspaper that are nega-
tive and misleading, I feel 
it necessary to address a 
few topics. 

The issue of incumbent 
judges raised in the letter 
by Jeff Dulany is very mis-
leading to the voters. All 
the incumbent judges, ex-
cept Cheryl Lohmeyer, are 
serving as a result of being 
elected. Ms. Lohmeyer 
should not be grouped in 

with the other incumbent 
judges. She has never 
been elected to anything, 
but is serving as a Snyder 
political appointee. Jill 
had the most votes of the 
three candidates in the 
primary election, includ-
ing Ms. Lohmeyer. I am 
thankful that we have the 
right to vote and believe 
that it is important for our 
judges to continue to be 
elected by the people. 

A matter raised in 
another letter claiming 
there are missing signs 
and implying that they 
were taken by Jill LaVoy’s 

supporters is an obvi-
ous political ploy. This is 
simply negative campaign 
propaganda. 

I support Jill LaVoy who 
has not used any negative 
campaign methods or tac-
tics, but who has run a fair 
and positive campaign. 
Ms. LaVoy’s campaign is 
grounded in her commit-
ment to Monroe County 
and her 20 years of experi-
ence as a full-time attor-
ney. I urge you to vote for 
Jill LaVoy in the upcoming 
Nov. 4 election.

Jim Rostash
Monroe

LaVoy’s campaign grounded in commitment to Monroe

I am writing this in 
response to the letter to 
the editor written by Ernie 
Whiteside. I am a small 
farmer and I am certainly 
not a rich man. After read-
ing the letter to the editor 
last week I was thoroughly 
upset and angry with the 
way Whiteside was trying 
to portray Mr. Wilmoth as 
being a rich, evil man with 
only having rich friends. 

Gary Wilmoth is a good 
man and I am proud to 
be able to consider Gary a 
good friend of mine. Gary 

is the type of man if I need 
help all I have to do is call 
him and he’ll be there. If 
I have a piece of equip-
ment that breaks down, 
Gary will bring his own 
equipment over to help 
me bail hay or whatever 
is needed; he will never 
take a dime of money and 
I have seen him doing the 
same with many other 
people. 

Gary is a very caring 
person who not only 
earns his wealth but also 
shares it, too. It is obvi-

ous that Whiteside knows 
nothing about Mr. Gary 
Wilmoth and still submit-
ted an untruthful letter. It 
makes me wonder what 
kind of agenda White-
side has to write a bunch 
of lies about a man he 
doesn’t even know. I know 
Gary Wilmoth, unlike 
Whiteside, and although 
neither one of us are in 
District 7 I would love to 
see Gary as county com-
missioner. 

Brian Russeau
Monroe

Anyone who truly knows Wilmoth knows his kindness

On Nov. 4 I will be voting no on both 
the Bedford Public Schools (BPS) sinking 
fund and the MCCC (lifetime) millages. I 
am voting no for two very good reasons. 
First, I am tired of working harder only 
to have administrators shamelessly 
protect their jobs and those that don’t 
directly impact the classroom. Secondly, 
I not only expect efficiency in the use 
of my tax dollars, but demand it. BPS 
has used the old fallback position to 
pass millages (scare tactics) including 
threatening to layoff teachers, cut trans-
portation, eliminate sports, and raise 
participation fees. Yet rational cuts are 
never mentioned. 

So what’s the answer? It must be un-
derstood that the current public schools 
business model is outdated. Addressing 
the necessary status quo cuts, BPS must 
use a two-fold approach. First, BPS must 
consolidate with other districts in the 
following areas: superintendents, busi-
ness offices, transportation, communi-
cations, human resources, lastly curricu-
lum departments. Secondly, subcontract 
janitorial services and community 
education. Conservative savings are $1 
to $1.5 million and reluctance to make 
changes consequently cost taxpayers 
millions, not to mention negligence of 
building maintenance. BPS enrollment 
is down nearly 30 percent with projec-
tions indicating further decline. This 

absolutely necessitates that no stone be 
unturned.

Now who hasn’t been affected by 
restructuring or downsizing? BPS’ failure 
to empathize with families in financial 
hard times is obvious by their arrogance 
to consistently push millages, their 
knowledge of 26 percent BPS enrollment 
receiving free or reduced lunch and their 
lack of awareness that Social Security 
recipients are not keeping pace with real 
inflation. Clearly BPS is out of touch. 

Much of the same can be said about 
the trustees and administration at 
MCCC. Their wasteful spending and lack 
of reality is beyond words. The arro-
gance to push another lifetime millage is 
the equivalent to the definition of insan-
ity. Currently Monroe County taxpayers 
are paying a 2.1794 (lifetime) millage. 
Again, due to their wasteful practices, 
they want another 1 mill (lifetime). If the 
new millage passes, the average Bedford 
taxpayer will pay a combined cost of 
$275 to $600-plus a year. 

It’s time our public institutions change 
their way of doing business. Otherwise, 
change will the only thing left in our 
pockets after we pay for unnecessary 
millages. Please join me by voting no 
to the status quo on both the BPS and 
MCCC (lifetime) millages. 

Dale Track
Lambertville

Other options besides millages; stop taking tax money

Letters welcome

The deadline for 
submitting election 
letters has passed. 
Others letters on 
matters of public 
interest are welcome. 
Full name, address 
and telephone 
number are required. 
Anonymous letters 
will not be published. 
Letters are limited to 
400 words and may 
be edited for brevity. 
The e-mail address is 
letters@monroenews.
com. Fax: (734) 242-
0937.

It might have been a 
stunt, but several lessons 
can be learned from the 
deserted island reality 
show pitting two congress-
men from opposite politi-
cal camps against nature 
and the elements. 

Two U.S. senators — 
Jeff Flake, a Republican 
from Arizona, and Martin 
Heinrich, a Democrat from 
New Mexico — seques-
tered themselves on an 
uninhabited island north 
of Australia for six days 
of make-it-or-break-it 
teamwork. The politicians, 
often at odds over national 
policy, wanted to make a 
point that even rivals can 
work together to get some-
thing done if they try.

Their experiment con-
ducted during summer re-
cess was filmed and aired 
by the Discovery Channel. 
It was televised this week.

The two have been 
making the rounds of talk 
shows to explain their 
message. Here’s hoping 
their points take hold in 
the halls of Congress. 

It wasn’t an exact com-
parison, of course. While 
an unforgiving location 
surrounded by shark-
infested waters might 
seem an apt analogy for 
Washington, D.C., physical 
survival isn’t really similar 
to philosophical sur-
vival. It’s easier to come 
to bipartisan agreement 
when the issues are how 
to start a fire and where to 
find fresh water and food; 
those goals need to be met 
ASAP by whatever means 
necessary. Congress, on 
the other hand, has proved 
it’s possible to survive 
nicely for years with little 
agreement, compromise or 
progress on anything.  

Still, the recommenda-
tions Sens. Heinrich and 
Flake are making to their 
fellow congressmen are 
modest and sensible. 
First, build trust between 
individuals serving in Con-
gress. That’s not as easy as 
it used to be. Members of 
Congress have few chances 
to get to know one another 
as people rather than foes. 

A tentative start to 
combatting that would 
be to get congressmen to 
agree to meet socially once 
a month, the two suggest. 
Stories abound about the 
power friendships of the 
past when men and wom-
en would battle bitterly 
over policy all day, then get 
together later for drinks, 
cards or other recreation.

A major hurdle for get-
ting to that point again is 
the current insistence on 
seeing the people’s repre-
sentatives in the opposing 
party as the implacable en-
emy, rather than as fellow 
human beings trying to do 
the best they can.

Naturally, the sena-
tors have been criticized 
for this exploit, for their 
politics and their personal 
backgrounds. Criticism 
should be ignored. 

It’s not the method they 
used, but the plea they 
champion that deserves 
attention. Collaboration is 
urgently needed in Con-
gress. Realistic expecta-
tions and rational behavior 
are crucial. A commitment 
to make government work 
would be an encouraging 
surprise. 

Nobody would even 
have to eat a raw clam, 
and yet government would 
improve. Sounds like a no-
brainer. 

‘Survival’ senators: 
thank you for trying

A FEW WORDS FROM NEWSMAKERS

“Heck, it’s been so long since a Republican was elect-
ed to the Congress in Massachusetts, most Republicans 
don’t know how to spell Massachusetts.” 

— Rep. Greg Walden of Oregon, 

chairman of the National Republican Congressional 
Committee, who said that the GOP is spending 78 
percent of its independent money in districts that 
Obama won.


