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Now I see why so much of the world 
hates Duke. Even when I try to give the 
Blue Devils respect, they disappoint.

My NCAA basketball tournament 
bracket was blown apart in the first 
round when Mercer upset 
Duke, which happened 
to be my pick to win it all. 
At least the other team I 
predicted to play in the 
championship game 
survived. Until the second 
game. That’s when Dayton 
upset Syracuse.

When the Sweet 16 
begins tonight both of 
my championship teams 
already are out, leaving 
Arizona and Michigan State as my other 
Final Four participants that are still 
alive. Not only is half of my Final Four 
gone already, my big bold predictions 
fell flatter than Ohio State’s performance 
against Dayton. The bitter taste left in 
my mouth after the early rounds most 
likely came from the egg on my face or 
the crow I ingested.

But I refuse to be embarrassed. The 
tournament is hard to predict and I am 
not alone. Everyone who participated in 
Warren Buffet’s billion dollar challenge 
already is out. And who would’ve called 
some of those shocking upsets?

That’s what makes the tournament so 
much fun: it’s unpredictable. Any team 
in any bracket in any round can win. 
Picking properly can be exhilarating like 
when I chose Harvard to beat Cincinnati 

Let’s start over 
with NCAA picks

Ray  
Kisonas
Evening 
News sports 
columnist

ANN ARBOR (AP) — Michigan coach 
John Beilein has had a successful career 
and family life, raising four children with 
his wife of 30-plus years and winning 
700 games.

Beilein does, though, wish he went 
into the military as many members of 
his relatives did — and do — including 
extended family members who helped 
to inspire the Oscar-winning Steven 
Spielberg film “Saving Private Ryan.” 

“That’s one of my regrets,” Beilein said. 
“It wasn’t cool in 1971 to go into the ser-
vice.”

Beilein tries to make up for his regret 
by teaching his players to respect the 
sacrifices made by men and women 
across the globe.

Before the second-seeded Wolverines 
face 11th-seeded Tennessee on Friday 
night in Indianapolis, they will be ex-
pected to stand at attention during the 
national anthem because Beilein makes 
them work on it.

“He had some men from the armed 
forces come early to practice last year 
and teach us,” Utah Jazz rookie Trey 
Burke recalled earlier this week. “From 
then on, he expected us to stand tall and 
have our hand on our heart to show re-
spect.

“He always taught us that it’s the little 
things that matter.”

That’s one of the many reasons Michi-
gan athletic director Dave Brandon is 
glad Beilein is leading the proud-again 
program.

“He’s way more than a basketball 
coach,” Brandon said. “He sees himself 
as a teacher and a coach and part of his 
job is to prepare his players for life.”

One of the ways Beilein tries to accom-
plish that is by inviting military person-
nel to speak to his team.

Navy pilot Natesh Rao met Beilein in 
2010 when he took his team to Europe, 
and they’ve kept in touch with occasion-
al e-mails.

“He always writes back, which is one 
of the ways you know he’s genuinely ap-
preciative,” Rao said. “It’s not just lip ser-
vice.”

And when Rao went to a Michigan 
practice last year, Beilein put him to 
work, asking him to teach his players 
how to stand at attention so that they 

No detail 
too small 
for Beilein

N C A A  B A S K E T B A L L

Western  
Michigan’s 
Jared Kujawa 
dives back to 
first base as 
Michigan’s 
Kendall Patrick 
takes the throw 
Wednesday.

MULE REUNION
BY NILES KRUGER
nkruger@monroenews.com

ANN ARBOR — Three for-
mer Bedford baseball stars 
held a reunion at the Univer-
sity of Michigan’s Ray Fisher 
Stadium Wednesday.

Unfortunately, only one of 
them got on the field.

Jared Kujawa, a 2011 Bed-
ford graduate, was Western 
Michigan’s best player during 
a 12-4 loss to Michigan, go-
ing 2-for-3 with a sacrifice and 
three runs-batted-in.

Trent Szkutnik and Jackson 
Lamb could only watch their 
former teammate from the 
Michigan bench.

Szkutnik, a junior left-hand-
ed pitcher who starts league 
games for the Wolverines, was 
unavailable because he threw 
a game against Indiana on 
Sunday.

And Lamb, a freshman 
outfielder, was in the origi-
nal starting lineup but was 
scratched just before game 
time because of a back prob-
lem.

“It was awesome to see 
some old friends and guys I 
played with,” Kujawa said. 
“When I saw he (Lamb) was 
out of the lineup, I was a little 
disappointed.”

But Kujawa was able to 
quickly put aside his disap-
pointment and concentrate 
on playing baseball.

WMU’s clean-up hitter came 
to the plate in the opening in-
ning in a dream situation – 
bases loaded and no outs.

And, as he often does, Ku-
jawa delivered with a sharp 
single to right that gave the 
Broncos a 2-0 lead.

Western had a runner on 
first base with no outs in the 
third and Kujawa was called 
upon to sacrifice. He did it 

flawlessly, laying down a bunt 
to move the runner to second.

He grounded out in the fifth 
to drive in a run, then showed 
great hustle in the seventh 
to beat out an infield hit on 
what appeared to be a routine 
grounder to second base.

Kujawa raised his season 
average to .289 and the 3 RBI 
tied him with Brett Sunde for 
the team lead with 18.

“He is a clutch player,” WMU 
coach Billy Gernon said. “We 
were looking at the stats the 
other day and his average with 
runners in scoring position 
leads the team. 

“He burns the brightest in 
the big lights. He’s a special 
kid. He brings it in so many 
ways.”

Kujawa was an All-State 
catcher in high school, but 
plays right field for the Bron-
cos.

Gernon says that is partially 
because a knee injury he suf-
fered in a home plate collision 
during his senior year in high 
school limits his flexibility be-
hind the plate. The coach also 
likes having Kujawa’s big arm 
in right field.

“It’s a little different,” Ku-
jawa said of playing the out-
field. “It was an adjustment. I 
was so used to catching where 
you are in on every play. I grew 
up playing quarterback and 
catcher. I am used to be in the 
middle of everything.”

Gernon says the Kujawa is 
the Broncos’ backup catcher 
and his bat is vital for his 10-
11 team.

“He had a triple against Mi-
ami last week that drove in the 
game-winning run,” Gernon 
said. “It’s fun to watch him 
run. He is four away from the 
school record for triples. The 

record is 15. He has five this 
season.”

Szkutnik  has  suffered 
through a bit of tough luck 
this season. He has an 0-3 re-
cord despite the second-best 
earned-run average (3.49) on 
Michigan’s pitching staff. He 
has 21 strikeouts and 14 walks 
in 28 1/3 innings.

He recently got a promotion 
from second-year coach Erik 
Bakich.

“I was pitching on Fridays, 
now I pitch Sunday games,” he 
said. “You get tougher games 
that way. It feels good. I am 
just trying to improve my con-
trol and throw strikes.”

Szkutnik was delighted 
when he found out Lamb 
would be joining him at Mich-
igan.

“It’s awesome,” he said. “He’s 

KUJAWA, LAMB, SZKUTNIK MEET ON DIAMOND

— Monroe News photos by TOM HAWLEY

Bedford graduates (left to right) Jared Kujawa, Jackson Lamb, and Trent Szkutnik meet near home plate after 
Michigan beat Western Michigan 12-4 Wednesday.

BY JEFF MEADE
jmeade@monroenews.com

Three sports hall of famers all graced the 
same table at Monroe Golf & Country Club 
Wednesday night.

Denny McLain, Ray Scott and Charlie Sand-
ers were special guests at NAIFA’s 5th annual 
auction to provided scholarships for Monroe 
County seniors.

NAIFA is the National Association of In-
surance and Financial Advisors of Southeast 
Michigan and Monroe.

Organization president Ken Miller and NFL 
Hall of Famer Sanders have been fixtures at the 
auction every year. But this year the event was 
even more star-studded with three sports ce-
lebrities.

Scott, 75, played against Wilt Chamberlain in 
high school at West Philadelphia and later in 
the NBA. His 11-year pro basketball career in-
cluded seven seasons with the Detroit Pistons. 

Hall of famers gather to support Monroe event

— Monroe News photo by KIM BRENT

Former Detroit Pistons player and coach Ray Scott (left) talks with Chris Draper of Dear-
born as Denny McLain autographs his collection of sports memorabilia during the NAIFA 
auction to provide scholarships for Monroe County Seniors Wednesday night.
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THURSDAY

Noon - Exhibition Baseball, 
Washington vs. New York Mets, 
ESPN.
1 p.m. - Exhibition Baseball, De-
troit vs. Atlanta, FSN.
1 p.m. - Tennis, Sony Open, wom-
en’s semifinals, ESPN2.
3 p.m. - Exhibition Baseball, 
Chicago White Sox vs. Chicago 
Cubs, WGN.
3 p.m. - Exhibition Baseball, Cin-
cinnati vs. Milwaukee, MLB.
3 p.m. - Golf, Valero Texas Open, 
first round, Golf.
6:30 p.m. - Golf, Kia Classic, first 
round, Golf.
7 p.m. - Hockey, Montreal at De-
troit, FSN.
7 p.m. - Basketball, NCAA Tour-
nament, Stanford vs. Dayton, 
Channels 11, 62.
7 p.m. - Tennis, Sony Open, wom-
en’s semifinals, ESPN2.
7:15 p.m. - Basketball, NCAA 
Tournament, Baylor vs. Wiscon-
sin, WTBS.
9:30 p.m. - Basketball, NCAA 
Tournament, UCLA vs. Florida, 
Channels 11, 62.
10 p.m. - Basketball, NCAA Tour-
nament, San Diego State vs. Ari-
zona, WTBS.
10 p.m. - Exhibition Baseball, 
Oakland vs. San Francisco, MLB.
Midnight - Golf, EurAsia Cup, 
Day Two, Golf.

FRIDAY

1 p.m. - Exhibition Baseball, Bos-
ton vs. Minnesota, MLB.
3 p.m. - Tennis, Sony Open, 
men’s semifinals, ESPN2.
3 p.m. - Golf, Valero Texas Open, 
second round, Golf.
4:30 p.m. - Auto Racing, NAS-
CAR Sprint Cup Martinsville  
qualifying, FS1.
6 p.m. - Hockey, NCAA Tourna-
ment, Providence vs. Quinnipiac, 
ESPNU.
6:30 p.m. - Golf, Kia Classic, sec-
ond round, Golf.
7 p.m. - Basketball, NCAA Tour-
nament, Michigan vs. Tennessee, 
Channels 11, 62.
7 p.m. - Tennis, Sony Open, 
men’s semifinals, ESPN.
7 p.m. - Exhibition Baseball, New 
York Mets vs. Toronto, MLB.
7:15 p.m. - Basketball, NCAA 
Tournament, Connecticut vs. 
Iowa State, WTBS.
7:30 p.m. - Basketball, Miami at 
Detroit, FSN.
8 p.m. - Hockey, NCAA Tourna-
ment, Wisconsin vs. North Da-
kota, ESPNU.
9 p.m. - Boxing, Boxcino Tourna-
ment, lightweights, ESPN.
9:30 p.m. - Basketball, NCAA 
Tournament, Kentucky vs. Louis-
ville, Channels 11, 62.
9:55 p.m. - Basketball, NCAA 
Tournament, Michigan State vs. 
Virginia, WTBS.
10 p.m. - Exhibition Baseball, Los 
Angeles Angels vs. Los Angeles 
Dodgers, MLB.
Midnight - Golf, EurAsia Cup, Fi-
nal Day, Golf.

S P O R T S  O N  T . V .

1964
Verl Sanch hits 26 points as Britton repeats as Class D state basket-
ball champion.
Nancy Deerling has 684 series to take third in Monroe Women’s 
Bowling Association Tournament.

1974
Lori McLaughlin voted Airport volleyball MVP.
Lloyd Knapp of Monroe bowls in 43rd annual American Bowling Con-
gress Tournament.

1984
Ron Greenleaf of Milan has :47.97 clocking in 100-yard freestyle, 
fastest in Region swimming history.
Manager Mark Hall’s Steve’s Tavern team finishes unbeaten season 
in Monroe Recreation volleyball.

1994
Erin Gregoire of St. Mary Catholic Central to continue volleyball ca-
reer at Madonna University.
Monroe graduate Brian Smith goes 3-for-4 in University of Toledo 
baseball win.

2004
Erie Mason’s Darin Meisner voted Monroe County Region Diver of 
the Year.
Kyle Schroeder of Milan named Monroe County Region Swimmer of 
the Year.

THURSDAY
1 p.m. - Exhibition Baseball, Detroit vs. 
Atlanta, WLQR (1470), WXYT (97.1-FM).
7 p.m. - Hockey, Montreal at Detroit, 
WLQR (1470), WXYT (97.1-FM).
7 p.m. - Basketball, NCAA Tournament, 
WXYT (1270), WLQR (106.5-FM).
7 p.m. - Women’s Basketball, WNIT, 
Michigan at Bowling Green, WTKA 
(1050).
9:30 p.m. - Basketball, NCAA Tourna-
ment, WXYT (1270), WLQR (106.5-FM).

FRIDAY
1 p.m. - Exhibition Baseball, Detroit vs. 
Tampa Bay, WXYT (1270), WLQR (1470).
7 p.m. - Hockey, Toledo at Wheeling, 
WCWA (1230).
7 p.m. - Basketball, NCAA Tournament, 
Michigan vs. Tennessee, WWJ (950).
7 p.m. - Basketball, NCAA Tournament, 
WXYT (1270), WLQR (106.5-FM).
7:30 p.m. - Basketball, Miami at Detroit, 
WLQR (1470), WXYT (97.1-FM).
9:30 p.m. - Basketball, NCAA Tourna-
ment, Michigan vs. Virginia, WJR (760).
9:30 p.m. - Basketball, NCAA Tourna-
ment, WXYT (1270), WLQR (106.5-FM). 

S P O R T S  O N  R A D I O

April 2: Milan Boys Basketball State 
Championship celebration, precession 
5:45 p.m., Symons Elementary School to 
Milan High School, community assembly, 
6:30 p.m., Milan High School. For mroe 
information, visit www.milanareaschools.
org

April 12: National Rifle Association Din-
ner, 5 p.m., American Legion Post 514 
in Temperance, event includes games, 
raffles, guns, auctions door prize, dinner 
served at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $40. For 
more information, call 241-9131.

April 12: Second annual Phillip Gerlach 
Memorial 3-on-3 Tournament, 9 a.m., 
Jefferson High School, entry fee $60, 
registration ends April 19, for more in-
formation call Samantha Gerlach at 770-
0319.

April 12: Dealing With Disaster Day for 
boaters, Monroe Boat Club, 10 a.m.-1:45 
p.m., free and open to the public, no reg-
istration required, for information, go to 
www.monroeboatclub.org.

April 12-13: Ninth annual Ford-Madison 
Easter Shootout Youth Basketball Tour-
nament, at Monroe High and Arthur Le-
sow Community Center, boys and girls 
grades 6-under and 8-under divisions, 
$160 team entry fee includes awards, no 
AAU teams allowed. For more informa-
tion or to register, call Mike Madison at 
754-1979.

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

TIGERS
Monday: KANSAS CITY, 1 p.m.
Wednesday: KANSAS CITY, 1 p.m.

PISTONS
Friday: MIAMI, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday: at Philadelphia, 7:30 p.m.
Monday: MILWAUKEE, 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday: at Indiana, 7 p.m.

RED WINGS
Today: MONTREAL, 7 p.m.
Saturday: at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Sunday: TAMPA BAY, 5 p.m.
Wednesday: BOSTON, 8 p.m.

TOLEDO WALLEYE
Friday: at Wheeling, 7 p.m.
Saturday: at Kalamazoo, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday: KALAMAZOO, 5:15 p.m.
Wednesday: at Wheeling, 7 p.m.

P R O  S C H E D U L E

N H L  S T A N D I N G S

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
 W L OT Pts GF GA
x-Boston ....... 49 17 6 104 230 153
Montreal ........ 41 26 7 89 190 184
Tampa Bay .... 39 24 9 87 214 193
DETROIT ...... 33 25 14 80 191 204
Toronto .......... 36 30 8 80 216 231
Ottawa .......... 29 29 14 72 205 243
Florida........... 27 38 8 62 178 237
Buffalo .......... 20 44 8 48 138 212

Metropolitan Division
 W L OT Pts GF GA
Pittsburgh ..... 46 21 5 97 224 180
N.Y. Rangers . 41 29 4 86 197 179
Philadelphia .. 38 27 7 83 206 204
Columbus ..... 37 29 6 80 204 196
Washington ... 34 27 12 80 212 218
New Jersey ... 31 28 13 75 175 187
Carolina ........ 31 32 9 71 181 205
N.Y. Islanders 28 35 9 65 202 243

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division
 W L OT Pts GF GA
x-St. Louis ..... 49 16 7 105 233 163
Chicago ........ 42 16 15 99 244 188
Colorado ....... 45 21 6 96 221 198
Minnesota ..... 37 25 11 85 182 183
Dallas ............ 34 27 11 79 203 207
Nashville ....... 31 31 11 73 177 218
Winnipeg ....... 32 32 9 73 202 213

Pacific Division
 W L OT Pts GF GA
x-San Jose .... 47 18 9 103 227 177
x-Anaheim .... 47 18 7 101 231 182
Los Angeles .. 42 25 6 90 182 155
Phoenix ......... 35 26 12 82 202 207
Vancouver ..... 34 30 10 78 181 198
Calgary ......... 30 36 7 67 185 214
Edmonton ..... 25 39 9 59 180 241
x-clinched playoff spot

WEDNESDAY’S GAMES
Vancouver 5, Minnesota 2
N.Y. Rangers 3, Philadelphia 1
Anaheim 3, Calgary 2

THURSDAY’S GAMES
Chicago at Boston, 7 p.m.
Phoenix at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
Los Angeles at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
Montreal at DETROIT, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Tampa Bay, 7:30 p.m.
Carolina at Florida, 7:30 p.m.
Minnesota at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Buffalo at Nashville, 8 p.m.
Vancouver at Colorado, 9 p.m.
Winnipeg at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.

FRIDAY’S GAMES
Toronto at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Columbus, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Ottawa, 7:30 p.m.
Nashville at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Calgary, 9 p.m.
Anaheim at Edmonton, 9:30 p.m.

N B A  S T A N D I N G S

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
 W L Pct GB
Toronto ..............40 31 .563 —
Brooklyn ............37 33 .529 21/2
New York ...........30 42 .417 101/2
Boston ..............23 48 .324 17
Philadelphia ......15 56 .211 25

Southeast Division
 W L Pct GB
x-Miami .............48 22 .686 —
Washington .......36 35 .507 121/2
Charlotte ...........35 37 .486 14
Atlanta ..............31 38 .443 17
Orlando .............20 52 .278 29

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
x-Indiana ...........52 20 .722 —
Chicago ............40 31 .563 111/2
Cleveland ..........29 44 .387 231/2
DETROIT ..........26 45 .366 241/2
Milwaukee .........13 58 .183 38

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division
 W L Pct GB
x-San Antonio ...55 16 .775 —
Houston ............48 22 .686 61/2
Memphis ...........43 28 .606 12
Dallas ................43 29 .597 121/2
New Orleans .....31 40 .437 24

Northwest Division
 W L Pct GB
Oklahoma City ..52 19 .732 —
Portland ............45 27 .625 71/2
Minnesota .........35 35 .500 161/2
Denver ..............32 40 .444 201/2
Utah ..................23 48 .319 291/2

Pacific Division
 W L Pct GB
L.A. Clippers .....50 22 .694 —
Golden State .....44 27 .620 51/2
Phoenix .............42 29 .597 7
Sacramento ......25 46 .352 241/2
L.A. Lakers ........24 46 .343 25
x-clinched playoff spot

WEDNESDAY’S GAMES
Phoenix 99, Washington 93
Charlotte 116, Brooklyn 111, OT
Toronto 99, Boston 90
Cleveland 97, DETROIT 96
Minnesota 107, Atlanta 83
New Orleans 98, L.A. Clippers 96
Indiana 84, Miami 83
San Antonio 108, Denver 103
New York 107, Sacramento 99
Memphis 91, Utah 87

THURSDAY’S GAMES
Portland at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Philadelphia at Houston, 8 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Milwaukee, 8 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.

FRIDAY’S GAMES
Charlotte at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Indiana at Washington, 7 p.m.
Boston at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Cleveland at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
Miami at DETROIT, 7:30 p.m.
Portland at Chicago, 8 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Sacramento at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.
Utah at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
San Antonio at Denver, 9 p.m.
New York at Phoenix, 10 p.m.
Memphis at Golden State, 10:30 p.m.

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

W LOL SL Pts GF GA
Reading ...... 40 21 2 1 83 201 165
Wheeling..... 33 25 1 5 72 186 182
Elmira ......... 22 33 3 5 52 154 209
North Division
 W L OL SL Pts GF GA
Kalamazoo.. 39 19 2 4 84 202 172
Cincinnati .... 36 21 2 4 78 218 183
Fort Wayne .30 23 6 5 71 187 193
Evansville ... 29 25 4 7 69 204 211
TOLEDO..... 19 38 3 2 43 175 237
South Division

W LOL SL Pts GF GA
S. Carolina .. 38 20 2 4 82 173 148
Orlando....... 38 21 2 3 80 201 193
Greenville ... 36 22 2 3 77 194 171
Florida......... 32 25 3 4 71 211 203
Gwinnett ..... 26 35 3 2 57 174 206

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Mountain Division
 W L OL SL Pts GF GA
Alaska......... 42 17 3 3 90 219 147
Utah ............ 33 22 3 5 74 163 154
Idaho........... 34 25 3 4 75 201 198
Colorado ..... 31 21 7 4 73 193 185
Pacific Division
 W L OL SL Pts GF GA
Ontario........ 40 17 3 4 87 192 173
Bakersfield .. 30 29 2 3 65 173 184
Stockton...... 29272 0 6 64 194 206
Las Vegas ... 18 38 4 3 43 151 214
c-San Fran.. 15 20 4 1 35 101 143
c-Ceased operations

WEDNESDAY’S GAMES
Cincinatti 5, Orlando 1
Florida 6, Evansville 5, OT
Colorado 2, Utah 0
Las Vegas 3, Ontario 2, SO
San Francisco at Ontario, Cancelled
Idaho 4, Stockton 2

TODAY’S GAMES
Evansville at Orlando, 7 p.m.

E C H L  S T A N D I N G S

AMERICAN LEAGUE
 W L Pct
Tampa Bay .................15 6 .714
Cleveland ...................18 8 .692
Los Angeles ...............17 10 .630
Baltimore ...................13 8 .619
Seattle .......................17 11 .607
New York ....................15 12 .556
Detroit ........................13 12 .520
Oakland .....................13 13 .500
Toronto .......................13 13 .500
Kansas City ...............11 15 .423
Chicago .......................9 13 .409
Houston .....................10 15 .400
Texas .........................10 15 .400
Minnesota ....................8 14 .364
Boston .........................9 16 .360

NATIONAL LEAGUE
 W L Pct
San Francisco ............17 10 .630
Pittsburgh ..................14 9 .609
Miami .........................17 11 .607
Arizona ......................12 9 .571
Colorado ....................14 13 .519
New York ....................14 13 .519
Washington ................14 13 .519
St. Louis .....................11 12 .478
San Diego ..................10 12 .455
Milwaukee ..................12 16 .429
Atlanta .......................12 17 .414
Cincinnati ...................12 17 .414
Chicago .....................12 18 .400
Los Angeles .................6 10 .375
Philadelphia .................9 16 .360

WEDNESDAY’S GAMES
Atlanta 9, Miami 2
Pittsburgh 2, Minnesota 1
Toronto 10, N.Y. Yankees 6
Detroit 1, Philadelphia 0
Baltimore (ss) 5, Boston 4
St. Louis 3, Washington 2
San Diego 9, Kansas City 5
L.A. Angels 6, Oakland 2
Texas 5, Seattle 3
Chicago White Sox 9, Cincinnati 5
Cleveland 10, Milwaukee 3
San Francisco 8, Colorado 6
Arizona 14, Chicago Cubs 4
Houston 9, N.Y. Mets 6
Tampa Bay 4, Baltimore (ss) 4, tie

TODAY’S GAMES
Washington vs. N.Y. Mets at Port St. Lu-
cie, Fla., 12:10 p.m.
Atlanta vs. Detroit at Lakeland, Fla., 1:05 
p.m.
Toronto vs. Philadelphia at Clearwater, 
Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Miami vs. St. Louis at Jupiter, Fla., 1:05 
p.m.
N.Y. Yankees vs. Pittsburgh at Bradenton, 
Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Arizona (ss) vs. Cincinnati (ss) at Good-
year, Ariz., 3:05 p.m.
Cincinnati (ss) vs. Milwaukee at Phoenix, 
3:05 p.m.
Chicago White Sox vs. Chicago Cubs at 
Mesa, Ariz., 3:05 p.m.
Cleveland vs. Arizona (ss) at Scottsdale, 
Ariz., 4:10 p.m.
Minnesota vs. Boston at Fort Myers, Fla., 
7:05 p.m.
Tampa Bay vs. Baltimore at Sarasota, 
Fla., 7:05 p.m.
L.A. Angels at L.A. Dodgers, 10:10 p.m.
Oakland at San Francisco, 10:15 p.m.

FRIDAY’S GAMES
Tampa Bay vs. Detroit at Lakeland, Fla., 
1:05 p.m.
Boston vs. Minnesota at Fort Myers, Fla., 
1:05 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia, 7:05 p.m.
N.Y. Mets vs. Toronto at Montreal, Que-
bec, 7:05 p.m.
Miami vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa, Fla., 
7:05 p.m.
Houston vs. Texas at San Antonio, Texas, 
8:05 p.m.
Kansas City at Milwaukee, 8:10 p.m.
Cleveland vs. San Diego at San Diego, 
Calif., 9:10 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Arizona, 9:40 p.m.
Colorado vs. Seattle at Peoria, Ariz., 
10:05 p.m.
L.A. Angels at L.A. Dodgers, 10:10 p.m.
Oakland at San Francisco, 10:15 p.m.

E X H I B I T O N 
B A S E B A L L

N C A A  T O U R N A M E N T

EAST REGIONAL
Second Round
UConn 89, Saint Joseph’s 81, OT
Villanova 73, Milwaukee 53
Harvard 61, Cincinnati 57
Michigan State 93, Delaware 78
Memphis 71, George Washington 66
Virginia 70, Coastal Carolina 59
North Carolina 79, Providence 77
Iowa State 93, North Carolina Central 75
Third Round
UConn 77, Villanova 65
At Spokane Arena
Michigan State 80, Harvard 73
Virginia 78, Memphis 60
Iowa State 85, North Carolina 83
Regional Semifinals
At Madison Square Garden
New York
Friday
UConn (28-8) vs. Iowa State (28-7), 7:27 
p.m.
Michigan State (28-8) vs. Virginia (30-6), 
9:57 p.m.
Regional Championship
Sunday
Semifinal winners

SOUTH REGIONAL
Second Round
Dayton 60, Ohio State 59
Syracuse 77, Western Michigan 53
Pittsburgh 77, Colorado 48
Florida 67, Albany (N.Y.) 55
Stanford 58, New Mexico 53
Kansas 80, Eastern Kentucky 69
Stephen F. Austin 77, VCU 75, OT
UCLA 76, Tulsa 59
Third Round
Dayton 55, Syracuse 53
Florida 61, Pittsburgh 45
Stanford 60, Kansas 57
UCLA 77, Stephen F. Austin 60
Regional Semifinals
At FedExForum
Memphis, Tenn.
Thursday
Dayton (25-10) vs. Stanford (23-12), 7:15 
p.m.
Florida (34-2) vs. UCLA (28-8), 9:45 p.m.
Regional Championship
Saturday
Semifinal winners

MIDWEST REGIONAL
Second Round
Saint Louis 83, N.C. State 80, OT
Louisville 71, Manhattan 64
Michigan 57, Wofford 40
Texas 87, Arizona State 85
Mercer 78, Duke 71
Tennessee 86, UMass 67
Wichita State 64, Cal Poly 37
Kentucky 56, Kansas State 49
Third Round
Louisville 66, Saint Louis 51
Michigan 79, Texas 65
Tennessee 83, Mercer 63
Kentucky 78, Wichita State 76
Regional Semifinals
At Lucas Oil Stadium
Indianapolis
Friday
Michigan (27-8) vs. Tennessee (24-12), 
7:15 p.m.
Kentucky (26-10) vs. Louisville (31-5), 
9:45 p.m.
Regional Championship
Sunday
Semifinal winners

WEST REGIONAL
Second Round
Wisconsin 75, American 35
Oregon 87, BYU 68
North Dakota State 80, Oklahoma 75, OT
San Diego State 73, New Mexico State 
69, OT
Baylor 74, Nebraska 60
Creighton 76, Louisiana-Lafayette 66
Arizona 68, Weber State 59
Gonzaga 85, Oklahoma State 77
Third Round
Wisconsin 85, Oregon 77
San Diego State 63, North Dakota State 
44
Baylor 85, Creighton 55
Arizona 84, Gonzaga 61
Regional Semifinals
At The Honda Center
Anaheim, Calif.
Thursday
Wisconsin (28-7) vs. Baylor (26-11), 7:47 
p.m.
San Diego State (31-4) vs. Arizona (32-
4), 10:17, p.m.
Regional Championship
Saturday
Semifinal winners

S P O R T S  D A T A

BASKETBALL
NBA
MILWAUKEE BUCKS — Signed G/F D.J. 
Stephens to a 10-day contract.

FOOTBALL
NFL
KANSAS CITY CHIEFS — Signed DT 
Cory Grissom.
NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — Agreed to 
terms with QB Luke McCown on a one-
year contract.

HOCKEY
NHL
DALLAS STARS — Signed F Justin 
Dowling to a two-year contract.
DETROIT RED WINGS — Assigned LW 
Mitch Callahan to Grand Rapids (AHL).
FLORIDA PANTHERS — Reassigned F 
Joey Crabb and D Ryan Whitney to San 
Antonio (AHL).
MONTREAL CANADIENS — Signed D 
Mac Bennett to a two-year contract.
NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Assigned 
F Zach Budish from Milwaukee (AHL) to 
Cincinnati (ECHL).
NEW YORK RANGERS — Recalled F 
J.T. Miller from Hartford (AHL).
PHOENIX COYOTES — Recalled D 
Connor Murphy from Portland (AHL).
SAN JOSE SHARKS — Signed F Ryan 
Carpenter to an entry-level contract.
ECHL
ALASKA ACES  — Released G James 
Buchanan as emergency backup.
EVANSVILLE ICEMEN —Signed F Mark 
Anthoine.
GREENVILLE ROAD WARRIORS —
Claimed D Matt Bruneteau off waivers 
from Fort Wayne.
GWINNETT GLADIATORS — Signed Fs 
Chris Culligan and Josh Derko. Released 
F Dan Radke.

CLEVELAND 97
Deng 3-14 1-1 7, Thompson 0-3 6-10 6, 
Hawes 2-4 0-1 4,  Jack 7-15 1-1 17, Wait-
ers 8-20 2-3 18, Dellavedova 7-9 2-4 21,  
Varejao 5-9 2-4 12, Zeller 2-5 0-0 4, Gee 
3-6 0-0 8. Totals 37-85 14-24 97.

DETROIT 96
Smith 11-23 1-3 24, Monroe 6-9 2-2 14, 
Drummond 3-6 0-4 6,  Jennings 6-14 0-0 
17, Singler 7-11 0-0 18, Stuckey 2-10 
2-2 6,  Jerebko 2-6 0-0 4, Caldwell-Pope 
2-4 0-0 5, Bynum 0-1 2-2 2. Totals 39-84 
7-13 96.

Cleveland 24 26 16 31 — 97
Detroit 33 18 31 14 — 96

3-Point Goals—Cleveland 9-26 (Della-
vedova 5-7, Gee 2-3, Jack 2-4,  Hawes 
0-2, Deng 0-4, Waiters 0-6), Detroit 
11-26 (Jennings 5-9, Singler  4-6, 
Caldwell-Pope 1-2, Smith 1-5, Jerebko 
0-2, Stuckey 0-2). Fouled  Out—None. 
Rebounds—Cleveland 56 (Varejao 16), 
Detroit 53 (Drummond 11).  Assists—
Cleveland 18 (Dellavedova 6), Detroit 27 
(Jennings 13). Total  Fouls—Cleveland 
13, Detroit 18. Technicals—Zeller, Drum-
mond. A—15,979  (22,076). 

P I S T O N S  S U M M A R Y

would be ready to do it before each game.
“Before every season, we talk about how we’re go-

ing to conduct ourselves during the national anthem,” 
Beilein said. “To me, that’s not a little thing. That’s a big 
thing. 

“I always remind the guys that when the national an-
them is playing, just remember there’s people freezing 
their tail off on a hill in Afghanistan while you’re getting 
ready to play a game.”

Beilein’s first coaching job was at Erie (N.Y.) Commu-
nity College in 1978 and he went on to lead Nazareth, 
LeMoyne, Canisius, Richmond and West Virginia with-
out ever serving as an assistant coach.

Michigan fired Tommy Amaker and hired Beilein in 
2007 and he has stayed in one place longer than any 
stop since being at LeMoyne College from 1983 to 1992.

“I just thought of that,” Beilein said. “We really like 
it here, but I don’t think I’m ever comfortable because 
we’re always searching for ways to be better coaches 
and mentors.”

Beilein might have done his best job of leading any 
team this season.

After losing Burke and Tim Hardaway Jr. to the NBA 
as underclassmen, standout forward Mitch McGary 
needed back surgery in December that likely ended his 
season.

The Wolverines won the Big Ten title outright — by 
three games — for the first time since 1986, two years 
after sharing the conference championship. He helped 
them earn a spot in the NCAA tournament in 2009 for 
the first time since 1998.

Michigan has won two NCAA tournament games this 
year, advancing to the round of 16 in consecutive sea-
sons for the first time in two decades, to make Beilein 
the sixth active coach with at least 700 victories.

After reaching the Final Four for the first time in his 
career, Beilein is motivated to get back to college bas-
ketball’s showcase.

“People have told me you get hungrier if you’ve been 
there, and I would agree with that,” he said. “We’re not 
resting on anything, but we’re very focused on Ten-
nessee. They’re an experienced version of Texas and 
I’m not sure we’ve seen anyone quite like them in our 
league.”

Michigan (cont.)

or Kentucky to upset previously unbeaten and top-
seeded Wichita State.

But the tournament also is humbling and unforgiv-
ing. Taking Providence over North Carolina was dumb. 
Picking Providence again in the next round was even 
dumber. And I’m finished with Creighton, too. For the 
second year in a row I have given the Bluejays way too 
much credit. And for the second year in a row, they 
have been a major disappointment.

So now it’s time for the mulligan, the do-over. I’ll try 
again to pick the winners from the actual Sweet 16 
teams.

In the Midwest I’m sticking with Kentucky. I think 
Michigan will beat Tennessee but I believe the Wild-
cats have too much talent. This was the region I picked 
Duke beating Kentucky so I’ll just reverse it and say the 
Wildcats will make it to the Final Four.

In the South I had Syracuse defeating Florida to 
reach the Final Four. Since the Orange disappointed 
once again, I’ll just reverse it and take the Gators. My 
other two Final Four teams were Michigan State and 
Arizona, which are still alive so I won’t change them. 
So my new Final Four is Florida-Michigan State and 
Kentucky-Arizona.

And I’m going with the Spartans to win it all against 
Kentucky. They have the talent and coaching to do it, 
but I never want to take a Michigan school because 
it’s a jinx. Still, I think MSU has as good a chance as 
anyone to win this thing.

But wouldn’t it be great if we had a Michigan-
Michigan State Finals? The rest of the country prob-
ably wouldn’t like it so much but that would be a first. 
It doesn’t seem so farfetched but I would never have 
predicted a Michigan-Michigan State Finals at the 
beginning of the tournament.

In fact I haven’t seen or heard of anyone who 
thought the Spartans and Wolverines will meet for the 
championship in what would promise to be one of the 
biggest sporting events of the decade. Except for my 
wife.

Readers can contact Ray by e-mail at rayk@monroe-
news.com.

Kisonas (cont.)

a great guy and a great player.”
Lamb got off to a blazing start with the Wolverines. 

He went 3-for-3 with two doubles and two RBI in his 
collegiate debut against Washington on Feb. 14 and 
wound up earning Big Ten Freshman of the Week 
honors.

“The next Tuesday I was in the weight room and 
I hurt my back,” he said. “They say I have a bulging 
disc.”

Battling the back problem has been frustrating for 
Lamb.

“I was never really hurt in high school,” he said.
Lamb has been fighting through the injury. He 

came into Wednesday’s game with a .244 average in 
45 at-bats and was tied for third on the team with 8 
RBI.

His diving catch in rightfield against Indiana Sun-
day saved a 4-3 victory for the Wolverines (9-14-1).

“That was probably one of the biggest catches of 
my career, given the situation,” he said.

Lamb was penciled in as the clean-up hitter 
Wednesday, but the coaches decided not to risk his 
tender back on a day when the temperatures were in 
the high 20s.

He enjoyed the chance to see Kujawa again.
“Seeing him at the ballpark brings back a lot of 

memories,” Lamb said. “He taught me a lot when I as 
a young’un at Bedford.”

Bedford (cont.)
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