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OUR VIEW

To the point
The new FBI ranking of animal abuse acknowledges a dark reality 
of crime and punishment.

▼
▼

Commentaries from other newspapers do not necessarily  
reflect the views of The Monroe News’ editorial board.

   GUEST EDITORIAL

▼   LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The statistics are chilling 
if anecdotal: Children who 
torture or abuse animals 
are more likely to esca-
late to violence against 
humans. 

Now, that information 
has been acknowledged by 
the FBI in a way that will 
help police, counselors 
and parents to confront 
those actions in children. 
The federal agency has 
created a new category for 
animal cruelty and raised 
it to a Group A felony 
beside crimes as serious as 
homicide and arson.  

The Associated Press 
reported that previously 
animal abuse had been 
listed as “other” in the 
lesser crime categories. 
That gave the behavior 
less scrutiny and not much 
chance of being gathered 
and reported consistently. 

The interim executive 
director for the National 
Sheriffs’ Association ex-
plained that those num-
bers will now be asked for 
in monthly crime reports. 
The change became ef-
fective Oct. 1, although it 
will take more than a year 
before more and better 
statistics will be available 

for professionals to use in 
building cases.

The change seems to 
address the conventional 
wisdom that violence 
toward animals often 
escalates toward humans. 
Stories of serial killers 
torturing and killing dogs, 
cats, frogs, birds and other 
animals for pleasure are 
well-known. 

The hope is that raising 
awareness and reporting 
statistics will allow school 
staff, parents and others 
to get help for children 
already headed down this 
path.

Although it will take 
some time to get rolling, 
even announcing this 
change is getting the infor-
mation into the media.

While some might say 
hurting animals doesn’t 
rise to the level of hurting 
humans, the evidence is 
clear that there often is a 
behavioral and emotional 
connection between the 
two. 

Thanks to the FBI’s rec-
ognition of that, more help 
will be available before 
children cross a line that 
can’t be retraced.

Animal cruelty law 
gets welcome boost

I can’t imagine what 
it would be like to have 
been a citizen or a Chris-
tian in Iraq during the last 
few decades. 

Living there, I would 
have witnessed American 
soldiers rid my country 
and its capital, Bagdad, 
of Islamic terrorists. I 
would have seen U.S. 
soldiers give limb and life 
for my family’s safety and 
watched them help our 
citizens retain their new 
freedoms.

I would have watched 
American soldiers train 
Iraq troops on how to 
defend the country and, 
yes, I worried would these 
new troops and the newly 
formed government really 
be able to defend our new 
democracy. 

And then in total dis-
belief, I heard President 
Obama announce to the 
world the date he would 
pull all U.S. soldiers out 
of Iraq, basically telling 
the Islamic terrorists, “Just 
wait and be patient, you 
can have the country after 
we’re gone.”

Now here we are just a 
few short years later, on 
the verge of losing it all.

We have watched in 

horror the rape, abuse, 
slaughter, and behead-
ings conducted by ISIS, 
with absolutely no fear 
of retribution from the 
president. 

The very weapons that 
were once used to protect 
us are now used to kill us. 

And now we are flee-
ing for our lives as ISIS’s 
stranglehold and control 
of the region expands.

All of this, and to know 
President Obama was 
warned of the coming 
calamity by people who 
knew far more than he 
did, and yet he continues 
to tell the enemy what he 
will or will not do. And in 
so doing, hands the en-
emy the very strategy they 
now use on us and others 
in the region.

It’s the same as Beng-
hazi only on a larger scale. 
Those four who were left 
on their own to die after 

repeated cries for help 
and then the ultimate 
act of disrespect, when 
the president and Hillary 
Clinton, while standing in 
that airplane hangar and 
leaning over the very cas-
keted bodies they aban-
doned in Benghazi, told 
those heroes’ families a 
fabricated cover-up story 
in hopes the truth would 
not get out and hurt their 
re-election bid.

Yes, we, too, are afraid 
we will be abandoned. 
The limited air strikes 
continue and all the while 
the enemy has managed 
advances throughout the 
region. 

The world watches as 
the enemy gains strength 
while we in Iraq and the 
region, wait and pray for a 
miracle. 

Dave Hayford
LaSalle

U.S. may have controlled ISIS if not for troop withdrawal

Another sinking fund 
to save the school boards 
Titanic? “No,” it won’t save 
it; the last one did not nor 
will the next, or the next 
or the next.

The failure of this ship 
like the Titanic is also by 
its design. By this I mean 
the design and require-
ments of school board 
members. Currently, the 
only requirements for a 
school board candidate 
is to be a registered voter 
and live in Bedford Town-
ship. This to me is not 
enough to be comfortable 
with. 

These individuals 
directly influence the 
potential success of our 
children’s future. The track 
record of this current 
board may suggest that 
many financial decisions 
were directed toward spe-
cial interest rather than 
advancing education. 
Hence the constant need 
for more money under the 
pretense of maintenance 
and education due to the 
lack of budgeting for these 
needs. This perception 
is shared by many, and 

perception is reality.
A recent epiphany has 

suggested the creation of 
a more balanced and non-
biased set of requirements 
for candidates seeking 
school board positions. 
These requirements 
would attempt to provide 
an environment less likely 
to act in the interest of 
labor versus balanced 
interests of all factions 
involved.  

It is with great an-
ticipation that I follow the 
progress of a bill that was 
drafted early this sum-
mer and submitted to our 
Michigan lawmakers. This 
proposed bill would set 
the minimum require-
ment for school board 
and would require the fol-
lowing from all candidates 
applying or appointed to 
this position:

■ Must be a registered 
voter

■ Must reside and 
pay property tax in the 
community of the school 
board position

■ Must possess a high 
school diploma or equiva-
lent

■ Cannot be receiving 
any financial compensa-
tion for any current or 
previous school employ-
ment while serving on the 
school board.

■ Cannot conduct any 
school board business 
where personal profit 
results

■ Required to have a 
federal background check 
initially and repeated 
every term.

As of October, this bill 
is in committee and the 
hope is that no significant 
modifications will be 
required prior to its actual 
progression to the House 
for voting into state law.

Clearly, this position on 
a school board requires 
special people, and they 
are out there. It is the 
hope with this bill that by 
raising the bar we get the 
right people for the job. 
Finally, it should recog-
nize a job well done, and 
board members the rec-
ognition and compensa-
tion befitting the position.

Tim Janney
Lambertville

Bill will separate school boards from special interests

On Nov. 4 voters will 
be asked to allow the 
Community College Dis-
trict of Monroe County 
to levy an additional 
1 mill in perpetuity 
for general operating 
purposes for Monroe 
County Community 
College. 

An additional $1 for 
every $1,000 in assessed 
value for the purpose 
of continuing a half 
century of educational 
excellence. 

So many pillars of this 
community, including 
judicial, prosecutorial, 
professional, medical, 
banking, skilled and 
business professionals 
have begun their educa-
tional careers at MCCC. 
Others have completed 
their degrees from 
distinguished universi-
ties onsite at the MCCC 
campus. 

For 50 years, MCCC 
has been the platform 
from which so many 
have jumped beyond 
their limitations and 
into a professional or 
technical career. The 
continuing evolution 
and creation of new 
technologies will result 
in occupations with 
names we cannot spell 
and technologies we 
have not yet heard. 
Regardless of the pro-
nunciation the epicen-
ter of all such required 
training for our sons 
and daughters will be 
located within the walls 
and corridors of the 
MCCC campus, as it has 
been since 1964. 

To paraphrase Win-
ston Churchill, MCCC 
has trained and pre-
pared so many for so 
long in so many occupa-
tions. It would be a mis-
take to deny this request 
for an investment in the 
future of all succeeding 
generations. 

The 30-plus-year 
legacy of the last millage 
increase lends to a sense 
of comfort in proximity 
to fiscal responsibility. 
The personal results of 
such an education lends 
to a feeling of trust; from 
this trust comes a shared 
sense of responsibility to 
ensure all such educa-
tional opportunities re-
main for those who will 
succeed me. I encourage 
support of this request. 

Mark Nieswender
Monroe

MCCC important 
for community

Letters are welcome

Letters on matters of public interest are welcome. 
Full name, address and telephone number are 
required. Anonymous letters and those without 
verifiable names and addresses will not be published. 
Letters are limited to 400 words and may be edited. 
The e-mail address is letters@monroenews.com. 

FROM THE EXPRESS-NEWS  
IN SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

The study was done in 
Los Angeles, but there is 
no reason to believe that 
its findings aren’t appli-
cable elsewhere — includ-
ing Texas.

It pointed to transition 
problems for returning 
veterans ranging from 
joblessness to homeless-
ness to untreated physical 
and mental illnesses. But it 
also pointed to just how far 
the military must still go 
to address sexual abuse in 
the ranks.

The study was done by 
the University of Southern 
California. An Express-
News article by Sig Chris-
tenson told of its contents.

Every problem identi-
fied in the study warrants 
attention. Recommenda-
tions range from better 
awareness and outreach 
programs to veterans 
programs becoming more 
holistic in their approach.

But here is one of the 
more salient shockers in 
a study chock-full of eye-
brow raisers:

“Two-thirds of female 

pre-9/11 veterans (66.2 
percent) and 60.4 percent 
of female post-9/11 veter-
ans reported being sexu-
ally harassed while serving 
in the military,” according 
to the study. “Reports of 
sexual assault for female 
veterans were equally 
high, with 56.9 percent 
of pre-9/11 veterans and 
37.8 percent of post-9/11 
veterans reporting being 
sexually assaulted.”

The study takes solace in 
the lower rate for women 
in the post-9/11 category, 
saying it might indicate 
progress in preventing 
sexual assaults in the 
military.

But one pertinent ques-
tion: How many assaults 
were even reported? A 
confidential Pentagon 
study in 2012 placed the 
number of military sexual 
assaults at 26,000, with 
3,374 reported.

This study should be 
required reading for 
veterans support groups 
but also, especially when it 
comes to sexual assaults, 
for military leadership and 
members of Congress.

Time for military to do more 
to combat sexual assaults


