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U.S. may have controlled ISIS if not for troop withdrawal
I can’t imagine what
it would be like to have
been a citizen or a Christian in Iraq during the last
few decades.
Living there, I would
have witnessed American
soldiers rid my country
and its capital, Bagdad,
of Islamic terrorists. I
would have seen U.S.
soldiers give limb and life
for my family’s safety and
watched them help our
citizens retain their new
freedoms.
I would have watched
American soldiers train
Iraq troops on how to
defend the country and,
yes, I worried would these
new troops and the newly
formed government really
be able to defend our new
democracy.
And then in total disbelief, I heard President
Obama announce to the
world the date he would
pull all U.S. soldiers out
of Iraq, basically telling
the Islamic terrorists, “Just
wait and be patient, you
can have the country after
we’re gone.”
Now here we are just a
few short years later, on
the verge of losing it all.
We have watched in
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■ Cannot be receiving
any ﬁnancial compensation for any current or
previous school employment while serving on the
school board.
■ Cannot conduct any
school board business
where personal proﬁt
results
■ Required to have a
federal background check
initially and repeated
every term.
As of October, this bill
is in committee and the
hope is that no signiﬁcant
modiﬁcations will be
required prior to its actual
progression to the House
for voting into state law.
Clearly, this position on
a school board requires
special people, and they
are out there. It is the
hope with this bill that by
raising the bar we get the
right people for the job.
Finally, it should recognize a job well done, and
board members the recognition and compensation beﬁtting the position.

On Nov. 4 voters will
be asked to allow the
Community College District of Monroe County
to levy an additional
1 mill in perpetuity
for general operating
purposes for Monroe
County Community
College.
An additional $1 for
every $1,000 in assessed
value for the purpose
of continuing a half
century of educational
excellence.
So many pillars of this
community, including
judicial, prosecutorial,
professional, medical,
banking, skilled and
business professionals
have begun their educational careers at MCCC.
Others have completed
their degrees from
distinguished universities onsite at the MCCC
campus.
For 50 years, MCCC
has been the platform
from which so many
have jumped beyond
their limitations and
into a professional or
technical career. The
continuing evolution
and creation of new
technologies will result
in occupations with
names we cannot spell
and technologies we
have not yet heard.
Regardless of the pronunciation the epicenter of all such required
training for our sons
and daughters will be
located within the walls
and corridors of the
MCCC campus, as it has
been since 1964.
To paraphrase Winston Churchill, MCCC
has trained and prepared so many for so
long in so many occupations. It would be a mistake to deny this request
for an investment in the
future of all succeeding
generations.
The 30-plus-year
legacy of the last millage
increase lends to a sense
of comfort in proximity
to ﬁscal responsibility.
The personal results of
such an education lends
to a feeling of trust; from
this trust comes a shared
sense of responsibility to
ensure all such educational opportunities remain for those who will
succeed me. I encourage
support of this request.

Tim Janney
Lambertville

Mark Nieswender
Monroe
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horror the rape, abuse,
slaughter, and beheadings conducted by ISIS,
with absolutely no fear
of retribution from the
president.
The very weapons that
were once used to protect
us are now used to kill us.
And now we are ﬂeeing for our lives as ISIS’s
stranglehold and control
of the region expands.
All of this, and to know
President Obama was
warned of the coming
calamity by people who
knew far more than he
did, and yet he continues
to tell the enemy what he
will or will not do. And in
so doing, hands the enemy the very strategy they
now use on us and others
in the region.
It’s the same as Benghazi only on a larger scale.
Those four who were left
on their own to die after

repeated cries for help
and then the ultimate
act of disrespect, when
the president and Hillary
Clinton, while standing in
that airplane hangar and
leaning over the very casketed bodies they abandoned in Benghazi, told
those heroes’ families a
fabricated cover-up story
in hopes the truth would
not get out and hurt their
re-election bid.
Yes, we, too, are afraid
we will be abandoned.
The limited air strikes
continue and all the while
the enemy has managed
advances throughout the
region.
The world watches as
the enemy gains strength
while we in Iraq and the
region, wait and pray for a
miracle.

Dave Hayford
LaSalle

Bill will separate school boards from special interests
Another sinking fund
to save the school boards
Titanic? “No,” it won’t save
it; the last one did not nor
will the next, or the next
or the next.
The failure of this ship
like the Titanic is also by
its design. By this I mean
the design and requirements of school board
members. Currently, the
only requirements for a
school board candidate
is to be a registered voter
and live in Bedford Township. This to me is not
enough to be comfortable
with.
These individuals
directly inﬂuence the
potential success of our
children’s future. The track
record of this current
board may suggest that
many ﬁnancial decisions
were directed toward special interest rather than
advancing education.
Hence the constant need
for more money under the
pretense of maintenance
and education due to the
lack of budgeting for these
needs. This perception
is shared by many, and

perception is reality.
A recent epiphany has
suggested the creation of
a more balanced and nonbiased set of requirements
for candidates seeking
school board positions.
These requirements
would attempt to provide
an environment less likely
to act in the interest of
labor versus balanced
interests of all factions
involved.
It is with great anticipation that I follow the
progress of a bill that was
drafted early this summer and submitted to our
Michigan lawmakers. This
proposed bill would set
the minimum requirement for school board
and would require the following from all candidates
applying or appointed to
this position:
■ Must be a registered
voter
■ Must reside and
pay property tax in the
community of the school
board position
■ Must possess a high
school diploma or equivalent

MCCC important
for community
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