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Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of  religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 

abridging the freedom of  speech, or of  the press; or the 
right of  the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 

the Government for a redress of  grievances.

— The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

OUR VIEW

 TO THE POINT
Melissa Borden is indeed a rare breed who has dedicated her life to 
saving animals and deserves the community’s support. 

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

 ROLL CALL
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Many of us consider our-
selves animal lovers. We 
own pets that become part 
of the family and we take 
care of them by making 
sure they are properly fed 
and housed.

And then there is Melissa 
Borden. She not only loves 
animals, she has dedicated 
her life to them. Ms. Bor-
den has used her life sav-
ings to create the Devoted 
Barn in Newport, which is 
now home to dogs, cats, 
horses, pigs, sheep and 
llamas that once were un-
wanted or mistreated.

The vast barn with 
multiple horse stalls is a 
sanctuary for the abused 
and neglected. Some of 
the stories involving its 
occupants are heartbreak-
ing. One dog is partially 
paralyzed after her back 
was purposely broken so 
she could be used as bait 
in dog fights. And there 
was the malnourished 
horse that suffered a deep 
wound caused by barbed 
wire.

When abused animals 
get to such a stage in their 
unfortunate lives, it’s easy 
to feel sympathy. But it’s 
another world altogether 
to dedicate time and 
money to rehabilitate 
these victims. There are 
few people out there like 
Ms. Borden, a 40-year-old 
single mother of five.

She purchased 53 acres 
off N. Dixie Hwy. with her 
own money just so animals 
that have been uncared for 
have a safe haven. It takes 
an incredible amount of 

dedication, commitment 
and passion to do what 
Ms. Borden is doing. It also 
takes kindness — some-
thing those animals have 
mostly lived without.

But it takes more than 
just one person to run an 
operation like the Devoted 
Barn. Ms. Borden relies on 
her dedicated volunteers 
and donations, which are 
vital to help the animals 
heal. Many arrived at the 
barn with severe injuries 
and veterinarians are not 
free.

Ms. Borden is not the 
only person who dedi-
cates such a big part of 
her life to animal friends. 
Indeed, Monroe County is 
fortunate to have several 
organizations and many 
residents who dedicate 
themselves to abused, 
unwanted and neglected 
pets. They do more for the 
welfare of animals than 
most, and they truly are a 
rare breed.

But the rest of us can do 
our part, too. Volunteering 
at least some of our time 
or donating cash or sup-
plies are important ways 
to help. Ms. Borden and 
people like her should be 
commended for dedicat-
ing their efforts to such 
a worthy cause. But they 
can’t do it alone.

Refuge a godsend 
for abused animals

The House and Senate are on a 
two-week spring break. This report 
therefore contains several recently 
introduced bills of interest.

◆ ◆ ◆

Senate Bill 857 and House Bill 
5405: Heroin overdose treatment 
package

Introduced by Sen. Tonya Schuit-
maker (R) and Rep. Anthony Forlini 
(R) respectively, to establish that a 
person who in good faith believes that 
another individual is suffering a heroin 
or opioid related overdose and who 
administers an “opioid antagonist” 
(such as Naloxone) is not liable in a 
civil lawsuit for damages. Other bills in 
the package extend similar immunity 
to pharmacists and doctors. Referred 
to committee, no further action at this 
time. 

Senate Bill 868: Increase handicap 
parking violation fines

Introduced by Sen. Jim Ananich (D), 
to increase the minimum and maxi-
mum fines for illegally parking in a 
handicap parking place from $100 and 
$250 to $200 and $500, respectively. 
The bill also would authorize posting 
these amounts on the “handicap park-
ing” signs. Referred to committee, no 
further action at this time. 

Senate Bill 870: Authorize local 
drop-off recycling bin regulations and 
permit mandates

Introduced by Sen. Tonya Schuit-
maker (R), to allow local governments 
to impose a permit mandate on closed 
recycling bins placed to collect used 
clothes, shoes, books, etc. (“textile 
recycling bins”), which would include 
bins placed by second-hand shops 
and institutions. Permit applicants 
would have to pay annual fees and 
meet specified registration and loca-

tion requirements. Referred to com-
mittee, no further action at this time. 

Senate Bill 884: Allow union cer-
tification without secret ballot (“card 
check”)

Introduced by Sen. Jim Ananich (D), 
to allow unions to gain certification 
to represent a group of employees 
through a “card check” method in 
which union representatives get at 
least half the workers to sign a card 
saying they want the union, with no 
opportunity to vote in a secret ballot. 
The bill also would authorize binding 
arbitration if no contract is reached 
after 90 days of collective bargaining, 
with government-appointed mediators 
empowered to impose a settlement. 
Referred to committee, no further ac-
tion at this time. 

Senate Bill 896: Increase speed 
limits

Introduced by Sen. Tom Casperson 
(R), to increase the normal speed limit 
to 80 miles per hour on rural freeways, 
70 mph on urban freeways, 65 mph 
on state highways, 60 mph on county 
roads, 55 mph on unpaved (gravel) 
roads except in Oakland and Wayne 
counties, where it would be 45 mph. 
These limits could fall or rise based on 
studies of observed traffic speed. The 
limit for trucks would be 70 mph on all 
freeways (vs. 60 mph under current 
law). The limit on unposted residential 
subdivision and traditional downtown 
business district streets would remain 
at 25 mph. Speed limits on city streets 
outside subdivisions only could be 
set according to the table of driveway 
frequency, or based on a speed study. 
Referred to committee, no further ac-
tion at this time. 

House Bill 5175: Permit non-hus-
band-and-wife joint tax filing

Introduced by Rep. Sam Singh (D), 
to establish that individuals who 
file a joint federal income tax return 
also may file a joint state income tax 
return, even if they are not husband 
and wife. Referred to committee, no 
further action at this time. 

House Bill 5212: Require conviction 
for drug defendant property forfeiture

Introduced by Rep. Jeff Irwin (D), to 
establish that property seized from a 
defendant in an illegal drug prosecu-
tion is not subject to forfeiture unless 
the individual is convicted. Referred 
to committee, no further action at this 
time. 

House Bill 5275: Give brewers 
and wineries tax break for Michigan 
ingredients

Introduced by Rep. Douglas Geiss 
(D), to give wine makers, brewers, 
micro brewers and brewpubs a per-
gallon credit against the state beer or 
wine tax if a specified proportion of 
their products’ ingredients are grown 
in Michigan. Referred to committee, no 
further action at this time. 

House Bill 5279: Let less credit-
worthy municipalities incur “pension 
obligation bond” debt

Introduced by Rep. Ben Glardon 
(R), to revise a 2012 law that lets 
municipalities borrow money to cover 
unfunded pension liabilities if this 
is done as part of a plan to close a 
traditional “defined benefit” pension 
system to new employees (who usu-
ally get 401k contributions instead). 
The bill would allow local governments 
with significantly lower credit-worthi-
ness ratings incur this additional debt. 
Referred to committee, no further 
action at this time. 
Source: MichiganVotes.org

I have been reading the 
promotions for the new 
bond proposal in Bedford 
Township for the schools. 
We are being told if we 
are for education, we will 
approve. That implies a 
“no” vote is against edu-
cation.

I wonder where the 
money came from for 
the buildings the district 
currently owns. Wasn’t 
it from past bond issues 
that we voted “yes” on? 
We then paid our money 
and the schools were 
built. Didn’t that prove we 
were for education? 

We paid once already 
for every school. Now, 
just more than 50 years 
later, we need to tear 
down the schools that we 
already paid for and build 
new ones? What happens 
to this proposed school 
in 50 years? $70 million 
down the tubes?

How many times do 
we replace the “box” in 
which kids are educated? 

The “box” in which I 
was educated was so old 
that the steps were worn 
down from the many feet 
climbing them. I man-
aged to learn. (Kids in 
Africa learn in mud huts.) 

The “box” does not 
affect education, but 
it could affect status. If 
our board feels a need 
to leave behind an eye-
catching “legacy” for our 
community, maybe they 
should each tear down 
their present homes and 
build new spectacular 
houses for us to admire! 
According to their phi-
losophy, then they also 
could be better parents.

With this mentality, I’m 
glad our school board 
isn’t in charge of the 
White House! I wonder 
how many times it would 
have been rebuilt so 
proper governing could 
take place? 

Karen Crosslin
Temperance

Bond proposal to rebuild schools 
more about status than education

I am a city letter carrier 
with over 33 years’ experi-
ence. In all of those years, 
I met good dogs and a 
few not-so-good, but at 
no time did I ever feel 
threatened enough to use 
deadly force.

I am a supporter of 
the Second Amendment 
and the right to carry 
concealed. I cannot and 
would not carry on my 
job as it is prohibited, and 
even if I could, I would 
never resort to use of 
deadly force on an animal 
unless I truly was backed 
up with no other option. 

Charter Cable needs 
to examine its company 
policy and extend that 
to contract employees as 
well. If the contract em-
ployee had the time and 
room to go back to his 
truck, retrieve his gun, go 
back into the back yard, 
then execute the Labra-
dor retriever, he did not 
need to use deadly force.

I have a large golden 

retriever and, yes, they 
sound all big and bad and 
will try to see what’s going 
on. I have had Charter 
repair in my home; I have 
contained them, and in at 
least two occasions these 
big bad dogs gave them 
their ball to play with 
them.

I know that Charter 
requests all dogs be con-
tained when a repair per-
son is in the home, but 
in this instance the dog 
belonged to a neighbor 
and probably barked and 
possibly came toward 
him, but Labs are not a 
vicious, mean breed. 

The contract employee 
stated, “I work in Detroit 
and this is what we do 
with dogs.” This is not 
Detroit, and I doubt the 
Lab was going to attack. I 
hope appropriate action 
is taken, and I hope that 
an incident such as this 
never occurs again.

Dana Kiser
Monroe

Using deadly force against animal 
unnecessary in Charter Cable caseFor more informa-

tion on the Devoted 
Barn or to donate, visit 
devotedbarn.org.   
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