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 Knowing what his hourly pay 
was in the late 1960s, it bothers 
me now to think of the burden I 
gave him

I was in Sydney, Australia, on a 
week’s R & R leave 
from the Viet-
nam War.  From 
my hotel room, I 
called the operator 
to inquire about 
the cost of calling 
Monroe, Michigan, 
from the Pacific 
Ocean’s southwest 
quadrant.

I know it sounds outrageous 
today, but that phone call cost 
my father more than $500!

Homer Treece had a second-
grade education and could 
barely write his name.

In no way do I mean to dis-
parage him when I say that he 
worked “like a dog” at Monroe’s 
Consolidated Paper Co. It’s just 
that with no education, he took 
what he could find and the only 
thing the transplanted Tennes-
sean could find in the late 1940s 
was hard, physical labor in the 
paper mill.

As a teenager, I would stop 
in to see him and stop some 
distance from him to watch 
him work. He and his co-worker 
would methodically pick up 
huge, heavy bundles of paper 
and slide them into a cutter, set 
the measurements and then pull 
the lever to make the cut.

His white T-shirt would be 
plastered to his hairy chest from 
the sweat of his labor and I re-
member standing there thinking 
that I never wanted to be in such 
a place. I wanted better for him 
but realized there was nothing 
better.

He loved his family and al-
lowed himself to be what I 
consider ultimately “worked to 
death” in order to provide for us.

I never heard him tell a lie, 
never saw him take a drink of 
anything harder than cider, 
never saw him hit my mother, 
never heard him swear and 
never saw him take advantage of 
another person.

What I did see was someone 
with an honest, responsible 
work ethic who would also help 
anyone in need. He taught me 
to always be on time and to “say 
what you mean and mean what 
you say” because your word is 
your bond .

He honored my mother, was a 
great man of faith, and, without 
cramming it down my throat, 
urged me to make Jesus Lord of 
my life, which, after too many 
years, I finally did.

Most Sundays we had special 
visitors for lunch and dinner 
that were always single mothers 
with fatherless children.  When 
I finally inquired as to why, he 
shared the biblical command 
that we are to care for “widows 
and orphans.”  Renee and I 
continue that practice in our 
ministry today.

As I mentioned, he could 
hardly write his own name, and 
yet, two words he scrawled in the 
margin of one of my mother’s 
letters to me during the hottest 
rage of the war — “Hi Bud” — 
meant the world to me.

I am humbled today as I 
remember my father and how 
many weeks — at $3 an hour 
— it took for him to pay off that 
phone call.  Years later he as-
sured me it was worth it, as at 
the time, we had no assurance 
we’d ever see each other again.

Too bad more people don’t 
practice one of the many lessons 
he taught me during our short 
time together here on Earth, that 
true love has no price tag.

But what do I know?

◆ ◆ ◆

E-mail Tom Treece at tom-
treece@monroenews.com.

Dad’s lessons 
worth more 
than gold

Tom 
Treece

■ The Dundee Veterans 
Memorial Club also will 
dedicate a new wheelchair lift 
at its hall.

BY DEAN COUSINO
dean@monroenews.com

Bands, organizations, church-
es and other civic groups can still 
sign up for the annual Fourth of 
July parade through the Village 
of Dundee that will include a 
dedication of the first wheel-
chair lift at the Dundee Veterans 
Memorial Hall.

Both the Dundee Veterans Me-
morial Club and Monroe County 
Amateur Radio Public Service 
Corps are hosting the procession 
that steps off at 11 a.m. July 4 
from Dundee High School. Par-
ticipants are asked to assemble 
at 10:30  a.m. in the west parking 
lot at the high school, 130 Viking 
Dr.

There is no mandatory regis-
tration for the march, however 
participants are encouraged to 
sign up in advance by contacting 
Larry Cymbola, one of the orga-
nizers, at 625-7401 or e-mailing 
him at Cymbola1@aol.com or by 
calling the Veterans Club at 529-
2280.

“It’s a family and community 
get-together,” Mr. Cymbola said. 
“We always have a good turnout 
of classic autos, antique tractors, 
local businesses and motorcycle 
riders. Every year it gets bigger.”

The parade will go south on 
Rawson St. to M-50, then east 
through the downtown. 

Dundee police and a color 

guard from the Veterans Club 
will lead the procession that will 
stop briefly near the gazebo for 
the singing or playing of the na-
tional anthem. 

Then the parade will con-
tinue east to Dunham St. to the 
Dundee Veterans Hall, 418 Dun-
ham, where the parade will end.

Immediately after the proces-
sion, an open house and cook-
out will be held at the hall and 
the public is invited. 

The open house will include a 
dedication of a newly installed 
handicapped access lift to the 

downstairs club room. The 
dedication will take place about 
12:15 p.m. and include two long-
time members of the club — Ron 
Kanitz, a Marine Corps veteran 
from World War II, and Jim Sol-
dwish, an Army veteran from the 
Vietnam War. 

Both men will be the first to 
use the lift with their wheel-
chairs, Mr. Cymbola said. 

There are 11 steps to the lower 
level where the kitchen and club 
social room are located. The 
building was built in 1948.

“We’ve never had anything to 

go downstairs and take them 
back up again,” Mr. Cymbola 
said. “So many of our older 
members haven’t been down 
there.”

He said the project to purchase 
the lift and remodel the steps 
and restrooms cost from $35,000 
to $40,000, with a community 
fundraiser helping to defray the 
costs.

Grilled hamburgers and hot 
dogs will be served during the 
open house and members of the 
ladies auxiliary will provide sal-
ads.

Dundee preparing for July 4 parade
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Members of Dundee Veterans Memorial Club salute and stand at attention as the national anthem is sung at the July 
4, 2013, parade. Veteran Jim Soldwish holds the American flag.

■ Residents had fought a 
Walmart proposed for Lewis 
Ave. and Sterns Rd. Now 
a chunk of the property is 
becoming a housing complex.

BY ALEX ALUSHEFF
alex@monroenews.com

Construction has started on a 
118-unit housing complex on 17 
acres of land near Lewis Ave. and 
Sterns Rd. in Bedford Township.

Developed by Redwood Liv-
ing, the housing complex fea-
tures ranch-style, two-bedroom 
apartments, which include two-
car garages.

“There’s a need for luxury, 
high-quality rentals,” said Rich-
ard Batt, Michigan senior vice 
president at Redwood. “We’re 
fulfilling that need.”

The units range from 1,100 
to 1,400 square feet and fea-
ture one or two bathrooms and 
a den. The price ranges from 
$1,200 to $1,400 a month. 

Mr. Batt said the units are typi-
cally geared toward “empty nest-
ers” and the retirement commu-
nity. 

Twelve units are expected to 
be completed by next fall and 
the development can be ac-
cessed by entrances off Lewis 
and Sterns.

Township Supervisor Greg 
Stewart said this development 
shows that Bedford is growing 

and is an attractive place to live.
“It’s a great community,” he 

said. “This is a very good option 
for the property.”

The 17.262-acre property is 
part of a larger 42-acre plot of 
land owned by Jon Whitman, 
who in the early 2000s stirred 
up controversy in the township 
when a Walmart was proposed 
for the area.

He unsuccessfully tried to get 
the land rezoned from C-2 to 
C-3 commercial for years, even 
taking it to court, before it ended 
up being zoned for residential 
use in 2014, allowing Redwood 
to develop its complex.

Nearby residents banded to-
gether to fight the proposed 
Walmart, worried their prop-
erty values would go down and 
that there wouldn’t be enough 
of a buffer zone between their 

homes and the proposed store.
“We were really concerned 

about the traffic and safety,” said 
Judy Frankowski, who lives near 
the development and spoke out 
against the proposed Walmart 
for years. “This development 
will change the footprint of the 
neighborhood and I’ll miss the 
green space, but it’s better than 
a big box store. We can live with 
this.”

Redwood operates communi-
ties nearby in Perrysburg and 
Monclova, Ohio, with one under 
construction in Sylvania, Ohio. 
In Michigan, they are located in 
Canton, Howell, Grand Rapids, 
Macomb, Lake Orion, Com-
merce Township and Wolverine 
Lake.

For more information, visit 
byredwood.com.

Apartment project under way  
on formerly embattled land

B E D F O R D  T O W N S H I P
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This drawing shows what the Redwood Living complex will look like.

DETROIT (AP) — About 200 
potential bidders have perused 
two historic Detroit buildings 
set for auction after the previ-
ous owner defaulted on the 
mortgage. 

Local, national and inter-
national investors are among 
those who have checked out 
the Fisher and Albert Kahn 
buildings. A three-day online 
auction starts today.

The opportunity to buy the 
New Center area buildings 
comes after FK Acquisition 
LLC defaulted on a $27 million 
mortgage two years ago.

The starting bid for the Art 
Deco gems, built in the late 
1920s and early 1930s, is $3.5 
million. The package deal in-
cludes parking garages and 
surface lots.

The 30-story Fisher Building 
was built in 1928. It includes 
the Fisher Theatre and is home 
to WJR-AM. 

The eight-story Kahn nearby 
is named after the architect 
and firm he established, Al-
bert Kahn Associates, which 
remains a key tenant.

Rich Deptula is a senior vice 
president at Friedman Invest-
ment Group, which has been 
managing the tours. He said 
the winning bidder gets “a 
treasure.”

Analysts say the downtown 
building-buying frenzy led by 
businessman Dan Gilbert has 
yet to take root in New Center, 
but the construction of a light-
rail line and growth in neigh-
boring Midtown are thought to 
be promising signs. 

Gilbert’s Bedrock Real Estate 
Services last month bought 
two parking decks near the 
Kahn Building and Cadillac 
Place, the former General Mo-
tors headquarters across the 
street from the Fisher that’s a 
Detroit hub for state offices.

“Let’s hope that auction is a 
big spark” for New Center, said 
John LaTessa, a senior manag-
ing director at commercial real 
estate firm CBRE. “It still has 
challenges.”

Landmarks  
in Detroit  
up for auction

LANSING (AP) — DTE 
Energy and Consumers 
Energy have pledged $5 bil-
lion each to help business-
es grow in Michigan. 

The investments — made 
as part of the Pure Michi-
gan Business Connect Pro-
gram -- are aimed at help-
ing bring together suppliers 
with Michigan-based com-
panies. 

Gov. Rick Snyder says the 
commitments “will mean 

significant growth oppor-
tunities for Michigan com-
panies” and he encourages 
more companies to join the 
program. 

Pure Michigan Business 
Connect is a public-private 
alliance of the Michigan 
Economic Development 
Corp. along with other 
state agencies and Michi-
gan companies focused on 
helping raise capital and 
connecting businesses. 

Utilities to aid business development

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — The World 
War II bomber Yankee Lady will be stop-
ping at a central Ohio airport in a tour 
celebrating the 70th anniversary of the 
war’s end. 

The B-17 Flying Fortress aircraft from 
the Yankee Air Museum in Ypsilanti, 
Mich., will be at Rickenbacker Interna-
tional Airport in Columbus July 17 and 
18. 

The public can pay for flights on the 
bomber or self-guided tours. 

Yankee Lady to make stop  
in Columbus next month
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