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Following is the candidate profile 
for Paul Barron, who is running for 
Berlin Township supervisor.

His profile was omitted from the 
primary election guide that ap-
peared in Tuesday’s Monroe News.

Supervisor
PA U L  B A R R O N

Party: Democrat 

Age, date, place of birth: 61 

Address: 7264 For-
rest Ave., Newport

Spouse: None

Children: Linda Lea 
Philip, Chelsea

Occupation, 
employer: Retired 
owner of C. Barron & Sons Inc.

Education: Monroe Catholic 
Central High School, 1971; associ-
ate’s degree in electronics, Monroe 
County Community College, 1974; 
bachelor’s degree in electronics, 
Lake Superior State University; 
State of Michigan fire instructor, 
fire officer, firefighter training; 
studied accounting at MCCC.

Memberships: Monroe County 
Fire Fighters Association, Newport 
Fire Fighters Association, Swan 
Boat Club, St. Charles Catholic 
Church, Knights of Columbus  

Public offices held or sought: 
Berlin Township trustee January-
present

Why are you running for this 
office? (125-word limit): I feel I 
can bring a vast amount of knowl-
edge, leadership and experience to 
the township.

I owned and operated a major 
corporation, C. Barron & Sons Inc., 
for over 37 years and employed 
from 40 to 200 people.

I have been a member of the Ber-
lin Township Fire Department for 
over 40 years, the last 16 as chief. 
I was responsible for writing fire 
grants that netted the township 
nearly $250,000 in funds.

I was able to standardize the 
training between the Newport and 
South Rockwood stations, increas-
ing the ranks of both departments.

My interaction with the township 
has enabled me to understand how 
government works, what is needed 
to serve the people and how to 
move issues forward for the good 
of all.

Let’s talk about Thor real quick.
Last week it was announced 

by Marvel Comics that they are 
making Thor a female. In the 
words of series 
writer Jason Aaron, 
“This is not She-
Thor. This is not 
Lady Thor. This is 
not Thorita. This 
is THOR. This is 
the THOR of the 
Marvel Universe. 
But it’s unlike any 
Thor we’ve ever 
seen before.”

What? Is Zeus next? How about 
Hercules? I realize it is a comic 
book but it is a comic book char-
acter based on Norse legend. In 
Norse legend, Thor’s a dude. 

There are many strong god-
desses in Norse 
legend as 
well. If Marvel 
needed to be in 
Thor’s world, 
why couldn’t 
they choose 
Freya? Or Sif? 
There are 20 fe-
male deities in 
Norse legends. 
Not ONE could 
step up and wield the hammer? 

Has anyone checked in with 
an actual person from Norway 
to see what they think about 
Jason Aaron monkeying with the 
pantheon? 

So the question is why? The 
good news is that the comic 
book companies are realizing 
girls exist. They see that just as 
many girls are interested in and 
will buy comic books as boys. 
They will go to movies based on 
said books. So representing fe-
male heroes is a win. I am all in. 

But changing one beloved 
character to lure girls will do two 
things: It will turn off Thor fans, 
of which I am one, and it will 
not lure in girls. A recycled Thor 
isn’t going to lure girls. They’re 
smarter than that. It seems to me 
it’s the same philosophy behind 
painting a toy pink so girls will 
go for it. Excuse me?

Plus we’ve got Katniss. We’ve 
also got Harry Potter. Yeah, I said 
Harry Potter. Because when a girl 
reads Harry Potter, she doesn’t 
think, oh the only one like me 
in this book is Hermione. They 
relate to Harry and Ron AND 
Hermione because there all good 
characters.

I read all the time and I relate 
to Lestat and Scarlett and Won-
der Woman and just about every 
John Grisham lawyer, man or 
woman. 

Switching Thor isn’t the 
answer. The answer is telling us 
the stories of the classic female 
characters who have been rel-
egated by the writers to support-
ing roles. 

The answer is encouraging 
girls to write their own stories. 
The next Stan Lee should be a 
woman; that’s how you get new 
female super heroes, not by put-
ting braids and a skirt on Thor.

Washington Post writer Alex-
andra Petri said it best, “Batman 
doesn’t have to be a girl for little 
girls to be Batman. But what I 
want is not more female charac-
ters stepping into familiar shoes. 
I want more female characters 
who will make people want to do 
the imaginative work of dressing 
up and getting into their shoes. 
Not just a woman with a ham-
mer, but a woman with a power 
of her own.”

When you read, you are 
transported. You enjoy a story 
because it is a good story and a 
good character, hammer or not.

Rebecca Regnier is an award- 
winning television journalist and 
writes the humor blog doesthis-
blogmakeuslookfat.com.

New Thor? 
Go back  
to drawing 
board

Rebecca 
Regnier

THE NEW THOR BY DEAN COUSINO
dean@monroenews.com

When voters head to the polls 
for the general election Nov. 
4, they’ll see candidates for 
school boards and villages.

There also will be indepen-
dent candidates added to the 
ballot for other seats.

The filing deadline for all of 
those seats has passed and fol-
lowing is the list of candidates:

B O A R D S  
O F  E D U C AT I O N

There will be contests in at 
least four school districts but 
in Jefferson and Monroe, there 
were not enough candidates 
who filed to fill all of the seats 
available. Those spots likely 
will be determined by write-in 
votes.

Airport Community Schools 
(two four-year seats and two six-
year seats)

Four-year seats: Allen Joseph 
Burger, 13285 Armstrong Rd., 
South Rockwood; James M. 
Geiermann, 232 Monroe St., 
Carleton. 

Six-year seats: Janice M. Do-
ederlein, 4780 Scofield-Car-
leton Rd., Carleton; William 
Gretzler, 5151 Mattison Rd., 
South Rockwood; Bart Stasa, 
14462 Maxwell Rd., Carleton.

Bedford Public Schools (three 
four-year seats)

Timothy D. Brakel, 8420 
Wolverine Rd., Temperance; 
Todd C. Bruning, 2980 Consear 
Rd., Lambertville; Joe Gore, 
3200 White, Lambertville; Lisa 
Beins-McCaig, 6780 Lockmill, 
Temperance.

Dundee Community Schools 
(two four-year seats and two six-
year seats)

Four-year seats: Jacey L. Clev-
enger, 1491 Muehleisen Rd.; 
Gregg Keith, 1971 Wells Rd., 
Dundee.

Six-year seats: Scott Gizzi, 
17060 Day Rd., Dundee; Teresa 
Lynn Marino, 7822 Dixon Rd.

Flat Rock Community (three 
six-year seats)

Amy Carter, 29619 Sussex 
Ave., Flat Rock; Frank Hamet, 
25565 Gibraltar Rd., Flat Rock; 
David Patterson, 25214 Hunter 
Lane, Flat Rock.

Gibraltar Schools (four four-
year seats)

Lisa Darville, 31765 Hazel St., 
Rockwood; Marsha Kozmor, 
14165 Navarre St., Gibraltar; 
Curt Boller, 20280 Indiana St., 
Brownstown Township; James 
Crapko, 14851 Stuart Ct.

Huron Schools (three six-year 
seats)

Milos V. Milacic, 36700 Eliza-

beth Lane, New Boston; Jack 
Richert, 19601 Clark Rd., Bel-
leville; Trena L. Szawara, 29702 
West Rd., New Boston; Alice A. 
Whited, 28333 Grix Rd., New 
Boston.

Ida Public Schools (two four-
year seats)

W. Dale Heil, 12337 Stras-
burg Rd., LaSalle; Jody L. Hoff-
man, 6006 W. Dunbar Rd.; 
Mark Mathis, 8481 S. Custer 
Rd.; Kristy Reeves-Taylor, 12603 
Todd Rd., Ida.

Jefferson Schools (three six-
year seats)

Rick Kull, 3009 Mentel Rd.; 
Theresa Sonoras, 5450 Spitfire 
Dr., Newport.

Mason Consolidated Schools 
(four six-year and two two-year 
seats)

Six-year seats: Mike Ginther, 
2856 Morin Point Rd., Erie; 
Bruce Stieben, 2310 Lotus Dr., 
Erie; Tara Tubbs, 2751 Luna 
Pier Rd., Erie. 

Two-year seats: Andrea Mc-
Garry, 3375 Swartz Rd., LaSalle; 
Jerry E. Yanak, 7264 Suder Rd., 
Erie.

Chandra Fowler of 2299 
Manhattan St., Erie, is running 
as a write-in hopeful because 
she turned in her petition after 
the 4 p.m. deadline, said Laura 
Keehn, elections clerk for Mon-
roe County.

Monroe Public Schools (three 
four-year seats)

Cynthia L. Taylor, 934 St. 
James Park; June Knabusch-
Taylor, 13656 Shady Lane. 

Summerfield Schools (three 
six-year terms)

Pete Boss, 2740 Summerfield 
Rd., Petersburg; Bridget Corie, 
56 W. Walnut St., Petersburg; 
Rebecca Curley, 16990 Dixon 
Rd., Petersburg; Clinton H. 
Ford Jr., 3842 Forest Dr., Peters-
burg; Emily L. Hamilton, 15173 
Cortz Rd., Petersburg.

Whiteford Schools (three four-
year seats)

Christine Bischoff, 5258 Con-
sear Rd., Ottawa Lake; Doug 
Bulmer, 5208 Consear Rd., Ot-
tawa Lake; Dave Dixon, 5255 
Consear Rd., Ottawa Lake.

M C C C  B O A R D  
O F  T R U S T E E S

Six people are running for 
three seats on the Monroe 
County Community College 
Board of Trustees:

William H. Braunlich, 12192 
N. Lakeshore Dr., LaSalle; Ig-
nazio Cuccia, 216 Eagle Ct.; Ly-
nette M. Dowler, 7227 Mentel 
Rd., Newport; Jack Schwab, 47 
Linswood St.; Mary Kay Thayer, 
4189 Little Streams Trail, Lam-

bertville; Barbara J. Verran, 
5365 N. Dixie Hwy., Newport.

V I L L A G E S

Carleton 
Only two people filed to run 

for elected office in the Village 
of Carleton this fall, with write-
in hopefuls likely to fill seats on 
the village council.

On Nov. 4, voters will be fill-
ing a treasurer’s job and four 
seats on the village council.

Treasurer (two-year seat): 
Cathy Coleman, 12962 Crane 
St., Carleton. Ms. Coleman was 
appointed to the post when 
Thom Zemke resigned.

Council (three four-year 
seats): Charles Collert, 12725 
Crane St., Carleton.

Council (one two-year term): 
No candidates.

Estral Beach
 Five people are vying for Es-

tral Beach Village Council but 
there are no races for clerk and 
treasurer:

Clerk: Carol Vandercook, 
7196 Lakeshore.

Treasurer: Kristine Ledger, 
6820 Lakeshore.

Council (three four-year 
seats) Elizabeth Millar, 7664 
Lakeshore; Jim Wiegand, 6928 
Lakeshore; Joseph Provost, 
7442 Lakeshore; Debby Dare, 
7448 Lakeshore; Jessica Anglin, 
7438 Lakeshore.

South Rockwood
There will be a four-way race 

for three seats on the South 
Rockwood Village Council but 
no race for president.

President (two-year seat): 
Daniel Tilley, 13240 Gilder-
sleeve St., South Rockwood.

Council (three four-year 
seats): Clive Forrest, 5976 Car-
leton-Rockwood Rd., South 
Rockwood; Tom Bondy, 7595 S. 
Huron River Dr., South Rock-
wood; Lavonna Cox, 13368 
Gildersleeve St., South Rock-
wood; Matheau VanWassehno-
va, 7577 S. Huron River Dr., 
South Rockwood.

O T H E R  PA R T I E S

R. Al Bain of 3501 N. Otter 
Creek Rd., has filed to run as a 
member of the U.S. Taxpayers 
Party for the Michigan House 
of Representatives 56th District 
seat in the Nov. 4 election.

He will face Democrat Tom 
Redmond and either Irma M. 
Kubiske or Jason Sheppard, 
both Republicans, Nov. 4. The 
GOP winner of the Aug. 5 pri-
mary will advance to the gen-
eral election.

Candidates seeking seats 
on education, village boards 

CLUBHOUSE FIT FOR  A SCIENTIST  — Monroe News photo by TOM HAWLEY

Campers huddle in their new science clubhouse, a geodesic dome they built themselves Wednesday morning,  
at Science Extravaganza. The Flat Rock Recreation Department held the science camp this week in the warming 
building at Community Park. The Mad Science representative had the campers, ages 6-12, making funky physics 
projects, kooky concoctions, becoming engineers and building bridges.
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■ The state ballot issues 
would be decided during the 
Nov. 4 general election.

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LANSING — Michigan’s elec-
tions board will consider whether 
supporters of a minimum wage 
increase and wolf hunting col-
lected enough voter signatures 
for proposals to advance to leg-
islators and possibly a statewide 
vote.

The Board of State Canvassers 
meets today. 

State staffers say the groups 
each gathered the minimum sig-
natures required.

But a restaurant-backed orga-
nization is challenging signatures 
submitted for the wage proposal. 

It says it’s moot because law-
makers repealed the law that 
would be amended and passed a 
smaller minimum wage hike with 
bipartisan support.

Supporters, however, still want 
their wage proposal on the No-
vember ballot.

Hunting opponents have 
forced two referendums this fall 
on whether to repeal laws that 
could allow wolf hunting. 

But if legislators first okay a 
pro-hunting measure expected 
to be certified today, the referen-
dums will be moot.

Board to weigh 
minimum wage, 
wolf issues
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