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Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of  religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 

abridging the freedom of  speech, or of  the press; or the 
right of  the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 

the Government for a redress of  grievances. 
The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

 GUEST EDITORIAL

Commentaries from other newspapers do not necessarily  
reflect the views of The Monroe News’ editorial board
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A summary of continuing goals for community progress: 

■ Promote creative and coordinated plans taking 
advantage of opportunities along the Telegraph Rd. 
and the I-75 corridors through Monroe County. 

■ Demand urgent action and partnership between 
Michigan, Ohio and neighboring communities to 
ensure drinking water is safe for all residents. 

■ Take action on the initiatives meant to target and 
eradicate heroin and other drug abuse. 

■ Adopt a countywide ordinance to prohibit new 
injection wells where karst geology exists and/or in 
areas close to Lake Erie to protect water resources 
from accidental pollution. 

■ Protect the best in home and community. 

Greg Stewart was recently 
township supervisor for Bedford. 
During his tenure, he has made 
progress with creating a more 
positive partnership with the Mon-
roe County Road Commission. It 
is not where the residents want it, 
but it is what it is. 

It seems the support from MCRC 
for Bedford Township is second 
nature. It feels like the township 

is on a totally different planet. It is 
vital that we have strong represen-
tation from Bedford to speak and 
deal with MCRC. 

Mr. Stewart is willing to be a 
partner to MCRC and to Bedford 
officials and residents.

Mr. Stewart should be consid-
ered for the seat on MCRC.

Ernie Brancheau
Temperance

Stewart deserves road agency board seat
Letters welcome

Letters on matters of public 
interest are welcome. Full name, 
address and telephone number are 
required. Anonymous letters and 
those without verifiable names and 
addresses will not be published. 
Letters are limited to 400 words 
and may be edited. The e-mail ad-
dress is letters@monroenews.com. 
Fax 242-0937.

BY MARK L. HOPKINS
More Content Now

It seems that every election 
season we have to learn a new 
vocabulary. This fall we have 

been told that WikiLeaks hacked the 
Democratic National Committee’s 
e-mails and published the DNC’s 
plans for winning the presidential 
campaign. 

Did they do it? Was it used against 
the Democrats? So, who or what is 
WikiLeaks?

In 2006, an Australian national 
named Julian Assange created a 
business that he calls WikiLeaks. His 
purpose was to hack into secrecy 
wherever he found it and expose it 
for all to see. 

His basic premise was that if there 
were no secrets, the world would be 
a better place. Of course, when you 
have the secrets of governments 
and politicians, there is a market 
for those secrets. Thus, his funding 
source.

Since its founding, WikiLeaks has 
hacked into multiple computers 
around the globe and made public 
a number of classified documents, 
e-mails and other private commu-
nications. 

Included in the list are items that 
purport to show corruption in Ke-
nya; activities at Guantanamo Bay 
detention camp; illegal activities 
of Cayman Islands offshore banks; 
the inner workings of the religion 
of Scientology; corruption in Peru; 
Iraq and Afghan war documents; 
U.S. diplomatic cables, and e-mails 
of presidential candidate Hillary 
Clinton. 

More recently, the computers of 
the Democratic National Commit-
tee were hacked and information 
was published that purports to 
show their strategy regarding the 
campaign of Republican presiden-
tial candidate Donald Trump.

Have any laws been broken 
with the many revelations from 
WikiLeaks? Many think so and 
would like to arrest Julian Assange 
and bring him to a U.S. court. The 
Justice Department believes his 

hacking into the State Department 
diplomatic cables and the DNC 
constitutes a violation of the Espio-
nage Act of 1917. 

So, why hasn’t Julian Assange 
been arrested? Some believe 
WikiLeaks’ violations of the law are 
obvious, but others caution that 
issues related to freedom of speech 
will complicate any effort at pros-
ecution. 

Currently, Assange lives in the 
Ecuadorian Embassy in London. 
Ecuador is a country with which 
the United States does not have 
an extradition treaty. He is there to 
avoid a series of charges related to 
WikiLeaks but also a charge of rape 
for an incident that occurred in 
Sweden several years ago. 

As most know when writing, 
exchanging and/or reading e-mails, 
it is possible to change the wording 

of them to make innocent commu-
nications appear to be violations of 
the law. 

One example may suffice to show 
the seriousness of the dilemma. 
Recently, an e-mail communica-
tion between the CIA and the State 
Department was published through 
WikiLeaks with the phrase, “quid 
pro quo” in the wording. It ap-
peared that an officer of the State 
Department was asking for the CIA 
to declassify a communication in 
return for a benefit that would be 
supplied by the State Department. 

Both the CIA and State Depart-
ment officials denied the substance 
of that communication, making it 
a concern that the communication 
had been altered. (The communica-
tion in question was not sent while 
Hillary Clinton was secretary of 
state, but the implication was that 
the action requested was to be for 
her benefit.) 

U.S. law enforcement agencies’ 
concerns accelerated significantly 
when WikiLeaks revelations seemed 
to be pointed at interfering in the 
U.S. presidential election. When 
they hacked into the DNC’s com-
puters, it alerted the U.S. govern-
ment to the possibility of outside 
interference. Such an effort by a 
citizen of another country to influ-
ence elections in the United States 
is a violation of both U.S. and inter-
national law. 

During the past presidential 
election, Clinton was the subject of 
much criticism regarding her use of 
a private e-mail server in her home 
for State Department business. That 
is all history now but, perhaps, we 
can all learn a lesson for the future. 

Dr. Mark L. Hopkins writes for More 
Content Now and Scripps Newspapers. 
He is past president of colleges and 
universities in four states and cur-
rently serves as executive director of a 
higher-education consulting service. 
You will find Hopkins’ latest book, 
“Journey to Gettysburg,” on Amazon.
com. Contact him at presnet@presnet.
net.

Is it a crime or free speech?
WikiLeaks’ Assange says exposing secrets makes world better place

— AP file photo

WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange speaks 
Feb. 5 from the balcony of the Ecuador-
ean Embassy in London. 

“So, why hasn’t Julian 
Assange been arrested? 
Some believe WikiLeaks’ 
violations of the law 
are obvious, but others 
caution that issues 
related to freedom of 
speech will complicate 
any effort at prosecution.”

FROM THE WASHINGTON POST

The nation ought to be 
relieved that President-
elect Donald Trump has 
decided not to press 
his campaign pledge to 
criminally investigate rival 
Hillary Clinton for her 
handling of e-mail while 
secretary of state and for 
the activities of the Clinton 
Foundation. 

A drawn-out probe, fu-
eled by Mr. Trump from 
the White House, invari-
ably would become a 
political circus, take on the 
overtones of vendetta and 
deepen the wounds of the 
election. 

It would represent a con-
tinuation of the reckless 
“lock her up” chants by Mr. 
Trump’s campaign crowds, 
a mantra that suggested 
a Trump administration 
would run roughshod over 
the rule of law.

It also would fly in the 
face of the conclusion 
already drawn by FBI 
Director James B. Comey 
after a thorough investiga-
tion of Ms. Clinton’s use 
of a private e-mail server 
while secretary of state. 
Mr. Comey said that no 
reasonable prosecutor 
would bring a case against 
Ms. Clinton based on the 
available evidence.

With the presidential 
campaign ended, Mr. 
Trump seems to have 
concluded that the legal 
pursuit of Ms. Clinton or 
former president Bill Clin-
ton would be a legal and 
political loser. 

“It would be very, very 
divisive for the country,” 
he told the New York Times 
on Tuesday. “My inclina-
tion,” he said, “would be, 
for whatever power I have 
on the matter, is to say let’s 
go forward. This has been 
looked at for so long, ad 
nauseam.”

But even in his wel-

come rethinking, it was 
not clear that Mr. Trump 
understands the prin-
ciple of justice insulated 
from political control. His 
statement contained only 
a glimmer of recognition 
that, as president, it should 
not be for him to decide 
whether criminal prosecu-
tions are undertaken. 

The law enforcement 
system and the U.S. at-
torneys who investigate 
and prosecute federal 
crimes are supposed to be 
independent, free from 
interference by the White 
House or anyone else. The 
president’s role is to ap-
point an attorney general 
and set broad political 
priorities.

In the case of Ms. Clin-
ton’s e-mails, Mr. Comey 
already has made a de-
termination; Mr. Trump’s 
statement suggested he 
will not, improperly, seek 
to reverse it once in office. 

Separately, there may be 
ongoing investigations into 
the Clinton Foundation. If 
so, they should be left to 
the professionals at the FBI 
and career prosecutors at 
the Justice Department.

In his career as a brassy 
and pugilistic tycoon, 
Mr. Trump often gave the 
impression he saw the law 
as just another tool for 
advancing his personal 
interests or retaliating 
against his foes. Once he 
sits in the Oval Office, he 
must behave — and think 
— differently. 

His apparent decision 
not to pursue Ms. Clinton 
is a step in the right direc-
tion. But given his past 
behavior and campaign 
statements, it remains in-
cumbent on Mr. Trump to 
show that he fully accepts 
the U.S. constitutional 
mandate of impartial jus-
tice and a political system 
ruled by law.

Trump’s reversal  
on Clinton welcome

“It represents what people always wanted: a loving 
family.”

— Florence Henderson (1934-2016)
in 1999, on the TV show “The Brady Bunch.”
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