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OUR VIEW

 TO THE POINT
Monroe County residents and schools rally to show support in the 
face of challenges and tragedy. 

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

 ROLL CALL

Friday was a great 
example of the Monroe 
County community pull-
ing together to help those 
in need. 

Earlier in the morn-
ing, students at Manor 
Elementary School hosted 
a fundraiser for a Marine 
Corps veteran who is fight-
ing for her life. 

Darlene Folmar, a Mon-
roe resident, has gastro-
intestinal and liver cancer 
and will be heading out of 
town for treatments. 

The school was observ-
ing National Make a Differ-
ence Day, which was part 
of National Anti-Bullying 
Week. 

Nearly a hundred people 
were waiting in the cold to 
participate in the break-
fast. 

The outpouring of sup-
port overwhelmed Ms. 
Folmar and her sister, Deb-
bie Miller, who serves as 
custodian at the school. 

Students and teachers 
saw a need in the com-
munity and stepped up to 
help Ms. Folmar. Busi-
nesses and other commu-
nity members pitched in to 
help provide food and gift 
baskets for raffles. 

Hours later, the outpour-
ing of support for an-
other individual was seen 
throughout football sta-
diums in Monroe County, 
other parts of Michigan 
and Ohio. 

Bedford High School’s 
football team lost one of 
its players Thursday after 

17-year-old Colton Durbin 
died from injuries he suf-
fered in a car crash. 

Cheerleaders, fans and 
students wore red, and 
many had buttons on their 
coats with Colton’s picture 
wearing his football jersey. 

News of Colton’s death 
spread quickly through 
social media. The social 
media storm also helped 
rally support behind the 
family. 

Some southeast Michi-
gan and northern Ohio 
schools invited fans to 
wear red in Colton’s honor. 
Others, such as Monroe 
and Whitmer in Toledo, 
held a moment of silence 
to honor the fallen defen-
sive back. 

Jefferson High School 
showed class by announc-
ing Bedford’s starting 
lineup after its own out of 
what the announcer said 
was “respect.” 

Schools across the region 
might have been united by 
football, but they under-
stood there is far more to 
life than kicking around 
the pigskin. 

The outpouring of sup-
port for both families was 
impressive, but not unex-
pected. Monroe County 
has a history of rallying 
together to support their 
own.  

The community’s will-
ingness to help and show 
support for Ms. Folmar 
and Colton’s family contin-
ues to make this a special 
place to live. 

Emotions stirred 
by local struggles

I N  T H E  S E N AT E

House Bill 4234: Vehicle trade-in 
“sales tax on the difference.” Passed 
38-0.

To exempt from sales tax the value 
of a trade-in when buying a new motor 
vehicle, titled watercraft or recreation-
al vehicle, but phase this tax break in 
over 24 years and halt the phase-in if 
the federal health care law’s Medicaid 
expansion (authorized by House Bill 
4714) is rescinded. Under this bill and 
Senate Bill 89, when fully phased-in, 
the buyer would only pay sales tax on 
the difference between the value of 
the trade-in and the purchase price 
of the new car. Initially, the tax break 
would only apply to $2,000 of the 
price difference, which would increase 
$500 a year. When fully implemented, 
the tax break’s annual value would 
reach $226 million (in 2013 dollars).

■ Sens. Patrick Colbeck, R-Canton, 
and Randy Richardville, R-Monroe — 
yes. 

House Concurrent Resolution 11: 
Authorize adoption of “Common Core” 
school standards. Passed by voice 
vote in the Senate.

To authorize the State Board of Edu-
cation and the Michigan Department 
of Education to spend money to imple-
ment a “Common Core” curriculum 
promoted by an entity associated with 
the National Governors Association, 
subject to various restrictions and 
conditions specified in the resolution. 
The authorization does not apply to 
an associated student testing regime 
and directs the state board and the 
department to make implementation 
contingent on local districts retaining 
the ability to adopt a different cur-
riculum. 

■ Because this was a voice vote, 
there is no record of who voted “yes” 
and who voted “no.”

  

Senate Bill 436: Require financial 
institutions help enforce welfare ben-
efit restrictions. Passed 35-3.

To require a bank that operates 
automatic teller machines in a casino, 
liquor store or “adult entertainment 
establishment” to “work with” state 

agencies to ensure it does not allow 
a person to use a welfare benefits 
“bridge card” to withdraw cash from 
those ATMs.

■ Colbeck and Richardville — yes. 

Senate Bill 479: Repeal interior 
designer registration. Passed 38-0.

To repeal a law that establishes a 
government interior designer registry 
and makes it available to state and 
local agencies that enforce building 
permit mandates. To be included on 
the registry, a prospective designer 
must have passed a test created by a 
national designer organization or be 
approved by a state board comprised 
of incumbent interior designers. 
Designers have lobbied to impose a 
full licensure and regulatory regime 
on this occupation, with several bills 
introduced in previous legislatures.

■ Colbeck and Richardville — yes. 

Senate Bill 318: Repeal mandatory 
life sentences for minors. Passed 36-0.

To repeal Michigan’s mandatory life 
sentence with no chance of parole for 
certain very serious crimes committed 
by minors and replace it with a system 
in which prosecutors could request 
a genuine lifetime sentence. Under 
Senate Bill 319, if this request was not 
made or was denied, a judge would 
have to impose a minimum sentence 
of between 25 and 40 years, with a 
maximum of at least 60 years. These 
provisions would only apply prospec-
tively, to cases still open as of the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s Miller v Alabama 
decision in June, 2012.

■ Colbeck and Richardville — yes. 

Senate Bill 146: Extend enterprise 
zone tax breaks to a particular devel-
opment. Passed 32-4.

To revise a law that authorizes 
tax breaks for property owners in a 
“neighborhood enterprise zone” in a 
way that will allow granting these tax 
breaks retroactively to a particular 
developer’s project.

■ Colbeck — no. 

■ Richardville — yes. 

I N  T H E  H O U S E

House Bill 4353: Mandate schools 
have “epi-pens.” Passed 96-10.

To mandate that public schools 
must have at least two staffers who 
are trained in the administration of 
an epinephrine auto injector and have 
at least two of these “epi-pens” on 
site. This is a syringe prefilled with 
epinephrine, which is used to treat 
anaphylactic reactions. This bill and 
House Bill 4352 extend legal immunity 
to school districts, boards, officials, 
staff and pharmacists for harm arising 
from use of the devices, except for 
gross negligence.

■ Reps. Bill LaVoy, D-Monroe; Rep. 
Patrick Somerville, R-New Boston, and 
Dale Zorn, R-Ida — yes. 

House Bill 4327: Allow reset of “tax 
increment finance” schemes. Passed 
86-21.

To allow “corridor improvement 
authorities” to “reset” their tax incre-
ment financing schemes (TIF) to re-
flect declining property assessments, 
which undermine their ability to 
divert property tax revenue from local 
governments and other taxing units 
to pay for the authority’s debt-funded 
spending projects and subsidies. A TIF 
“captures” the extra local property tax 
revenue that supposedly will result 
from these projects; this revenue then 
is used to repay money borrowed to 
fund that spending. The bill allows 
these authorities to change the base 
year from which future tax revenue in-
creases (“increments”) are measured.

■ LaVoy and Zorn — yes. 
■ Somerville — no. 

Senate Bill 89: Vehicle trade-in 
“sales tax on the difference” only. 
Passed 99-9.

To exempt from sales tax the value 
of a trade-in when buying a new motor 
vehicle, titled watercraft or recreation-
al vehicle, but phase this tax break in 
over 24 years. This is the companion 
bill to House Bill 4234, described more 
fully above.

■ LaVoy, Somerville and Zorn — yes. 

SOURCE: MichiganVotes.org
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I would like to commend the editors 
for their clarity and call to action in the 
Oct. 20 editorial, “Provide your input 
on electric choice.” The public has until 
Friday to weigh in on the Public Service 
Commission’s report and would be wise 
to do so at www.michigan.gov/energy.

As noted in the editorial, electricity is 
an essential commodity and its produc-
tion and use has a monumental impact 
on the Michigan economy. Thousands 
of Michigan jobs and millions of dollars 
of Michigan economic activity revolve 
around the energy industry, especially in 
Monroe County.

Contrary to what some people have 
said (and believe), further deregulation 
will not drive down electric rates. The 

actual numbers tell a much different 
story: electric rates in deregulated states 
are 30 percent higher, and residents in 
those states have much higher bills to 
pay than we do in Michigan.

Of course, no one can predict the 
future. But the history of electric de-
regulation in the United States indicates 
strongly that the one certainty with 
electric deregulation is rate volatility. 

Needless to say, that would not be 
good for Michigan families or its many 
businesses — both large and small.

Steve Transeth
Senior policy director
Michigan Jobs and Energy Coalition

Choose wisely in the electric deregulation debate
Letters  
are welcome

Letters on matters 
of public interest are 
welcome. Full name, 
address and telephone 
number are required. 
Anonymous letters and 
those without verifiable 
names and addresses 
will not be published. 
Letters are limited to 
400 words and may 
be edited. The e-mail 
address is letters@
monroenews.com. Fax: 
(734) 242-0937.
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