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Sometimes
we don’t get
to know why

— Monroe News photo by KIM BRENT

Runners in the Division 2 girls race leave the starting line in the Regional meet at Lake Erie Metropark Saturday. Ashley Sorge of Ida (Division 3 girls) and Joey
Humes of Milan (Division 2 boys) won Regional titles.

BEST WHEN CHILLED
BY JEFF MEADE
jmeade@monroenews.com

ROCKWOOD — Ashley Sorge was numb
from the cold Saturday morning, so she ran
her fastest race of the season.
The Ida junior went a season-best 18:23
and ran away from the ﬁeld in the Division
3 cross country Regional at Lake Erie Metropark.
Sorge, who now is a three-time Regional
champion, finished one-minute, 19 seconds ahead of second-place Nicole Poca of
Erie Mason.
“We legs were numb,” said Sorge whose
race began at 10 a.m. “I couldn’t really feel
them, so that was good. You couldn’t feel the
pain. It kind of helps you focus.”
Milan’s Joey Humes won the Division 3
boys Regional in 16:19. He was only one second off the fastest time in any division Saturday. Sorge easily had the best girls time in
any class.
While the individual results went accord-

LIONS: GAME 8

What: Dallas Cowboys (4-3) at
Detroit Lions (4-3)
When: 1 p.m. today
TV: Fox (Channels 2, 36)

Top receivers
meet as Dallas
visits Detroit
DETROIT (AP) — Dez Bryant backpedaled like a cornerback when asked followup questions about saying
he could do anything Calvin
Johnson can do.
“I think a lot of people took
it the wrong way,” Bryant
said. “Clearly, I said there was
no comparison.”
It will be easy to compare
the two star receivers when
the Detroit Lions (4-3) play
the Dallas Cowboys (4-3) today because they are both
go-to options for their quarterbacks, and they’re facing
two of the NFL’s worst teams
against the pass.
Cowboys coach Jason Garrett said he’s concerned Bryant’s comments will be used
by Johnson to be even more
motivated to dominate Dallas.
“Everybody who follows
football knows he’s a fantastic player and has been for a
long time,” Garrett said. “He’s
a mismatch player.”
When possibly inflammatory comments from Bryant
were passed along to Johnson, he extinguished them in
a text-message exchange.
“I just told him that I don’t
really pay attention to the
media anyways,” Johnson insisted.
When Dallas plays at De-

See LIONS, Page 4B

Cold weather brings
out the best in Sorge

ing to form, there was plenty of drama in the
team standings.
The top three teams in each division automatically qualify for state. Bedford’s girls ﬁnished in a three-way tie for third with Woodhaven and Wyandotte Roosevelt in Division
1. The Mules won the trip back to state because their sixth runner ﬁnished 29th with
Woodhaven’s 30th and Wyandotte’s 43rd.
Flat Rock’s boys are heading to state for
the ﬁrst time in many years after taking third
place by one point over hard-luck Airport in
Division 2.
Ida’s girls took second and the Blue Streak
boys were third with both winning a trip to
state. Dundee’s boys were second in Division 3 and qualiﬁed for state. Erie Mason’s
girls won a state trip by taking third.

Also advancing were Milan’s boys in Division 2. They tied with ﬁrst-place Dearborn
Divine Child with 70 points, but the Falcons
won the Regional based on the tiebreaker.
Their sixth man ﬁnished 34th while Milan’s
was 37th.
“I would have rather been third and have
Airport win than lose to Divine Child,” said
Big Reds coach Steve Porter whose team
beat out Airport for the Huron League title
on a sixth-place tiebreaker five days ago.
“Probably everybody here but me is happy
with second place. We were trying to win
this meet and we thought we could.”
Milan’s girls have won 11 Regional titles,
but the boys have never been first. They
were second in last year’s Regional.
The Big Reds ran 1-2 with Humes winning in 16:19 and Frank Kurtz runner-up in
16:42. Humes is a sophomore who ran ninth
in last year’s Regional but has been winning
everything this season. He ran a careerSee REGIONAL, Page 3B

MSU quarterback bounces back
CHAMPAIGN, Ill. (AP) — Connor Cook struggled so
badly against Purdue last week that Michigan State
coach Mark Dantonio admitted he thought about
benching the sophomore quarterback.
Saturday at Illinois, Cook found his way to the bench
early in the fourth quarter.
This time, though, he was trading backslaps and
smiles with teammates, the spoils of a 42-3 blowout
win.
Cook set a school record for quarterbacking efﬁciency with 208 yards and three touchdowns on 15-of-16
passing. He overcame a ﬁrst-half fumble into the Illinois end zone that might have shaken most quarterbacks.
“He’s a competitor and as he reassures me, ‘Don’t
worry, I’ll be ﬁne.”’ Dantonio said. “It was just that. I’ve
seen him respond like that. He’s growing as a young
player.”
Cook said he was bothered that he barely threw for
100 yards against one-win Purdue, but never doubted
himself.
“Coming off a performance I had last week, obviously, I was upset and really focused on things,” he said.
The Spartans defense played big, too, shutting down
Illinois after an early ﬁeld goal. Michigan State came
into the game ranked ﬁrst in the country in total defense at 228 yards a game. Illinois managed just 128. At
halftime the Illini had a single rushing yard.
Tailback Jeremy Langford added 104 yards on 22 carries and two touchdowns for the Spartans (7-1, 4-0 Big
Ten). It was his third straight 100-yard game.
The Illini (3-4, 0-3), after leading 3-0 early, now have
a 17-game Big Ten losing streak that stretches back
more than two years.
— AP photo by BRADLEY LEEB
“I think we started out fast but we, again, didn’t capiMichigan State’s Darqueze Dennard jumps on the
back of teammate Marcus Rush after Rush recov- talize on some things that we needed to,” Illinois coach
ered a fumble during a 42-3 rout of Illinois Saturday.
See MSU, Page 3B

Rangers score in overtime to clip Wings
DETROIT (AP) — Derick Brassard’s breakaway goal in the
closing seconds of overtime gave
the New York Rangers a 3-2 win
over the Detroit Red Wings on
Saturday night.
Brassard scored his ﬁrst of the
season with only 12.9 seconds
showing on the OT clock.
Benoit Pouliot had a goal and

an assist and Mats Zuccarello
also scored for New York, which
rallied from 1-0 and 2-1 deﬁcits
in the final game of its seasonopening, nine-game road trip.
Cam Talbot stopped 32 shots
while ﬁlling in for injured regular
Henrik Lundqvist.
The Rangers (3-6), who went
to overtime for the ﬁrst time this

season, will host Montreal in the
opener at renovated Madison
Square Garden on Monday.
Drew Miller and Daniel Alfredsson scored for Detroit,
which lost its fourth straight.
Jimmy Howard made 37 saves.
Brassard broke the Rangers’
See WINGS, Page 2B

Tommy and I have been
friends almost as long as I can
remember.
We met on the ﬁrst day of
middle school way back in the
early 1970s and hit it off immediately.
I always joked that I had to
be his friend because I was the
second-worst trombone player
in the history of the world. But
luckily I was better
than Tommy. He
kept me from the
shame of being
last chair when
my parents came
to the concerts.
We were insepa- Niles
rable during our
Kruger
high school and
Monroe News
college years.
sports editor
As the years
rolled by and
family, jobs and life got in
the way, we drifted apart. But
Tommy has always been one of
those friends I can talk to after
months of not communicating
and nothing has changed.
I spoke with him again Friday,
but it was not a happy occasion.
His niece was killed in an
automobile accident a few days
earlier. Too often in recent years
it seems that death has brought
us back together — funerals for
both of his parents and his wife
and for my father and brother.
I asked him how his sister was
dealing with the tragic loss of a
teenage daughter.
“She’s not going to have a
good day for a long time,” he
said.
It’s the same way for the
friends and family of Bedford
football player Colton Durbin,
who died Thursday from injuries suffered in an automobile
accident the day before.
The grief felt by the Bedford
community washed over all of
the Monroe County Region and
beyond.
Monroe and Bedford are bitter rivals. They compete ﬁercely
in every sport. The players
often do not like each other.
But when something like this
happens, all of that is set aside.
I spoke with Monroe assistant
football coach Nick Notario before Friday night’s game against
Dearborn Fordson.
His team was getting ready
for a big game that would determine whether or not the Trojans would make the playoffs,
but the Bedford players and
coaches were on his mind.
He talked about how tough it
must be on all of them.
“High school kids don’t know
how to deal with that,” I said.
“None of us do,” he responded.
Amen, Nick. You are right.
Many times in life we struggle
for answers to the simple question of “Why?” But too often
we never get the answer. It is
beyond human understanding.
The best we can do is stand
together, offering emotional
support and prayer.
That’s why the outpouring of
love displayed at football ﬁelds
across Southeastern Michigan
and Northern Ohio Friday night
was so important. Everywhere
people were wearing Bedford
Red or had CD3 for Durbin’s
initials and number written
somewhere on them.
Much of it was initiated by
the students themselves.
Whiteford coach Jason
Mensing said it best: “When
something terrible like this
happens, it’s all about being
there for each other.”

Readers can contact Niles
by telephone at 240-5782 or by
e-mail at nkruger@monroenews.
com.

