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Bedford faces issues over cable television payments

By LARRY P. VELLEQUETTE
BLADE STAFP WRITER

TEMPERANCE — A dispute
over missing money that {sn't re-
ally missing has drlven a wedge
into what has historically been
a friendly advisory commitiee
whose fob is to guide Bedford
Township on Issues involving
cable television,

At issue is a 3-year-old deci-
slon by the previous Bedford
Township Board to hijre Triple L

Productions of Lambertville to
televise township board meet-
ings instead of using students
from Bedford High School's
broadeast journalism depart-
ment to do so.

But it's not 50 much whao is be-
hind the camera that is cauging
all the consternation,

Rather It Is the annual $10,000
payments that the township
used to send to Bedford Public
Schools for its student camera

- gperators, and the fact that they.

stopped sending the money
three years ago when the town-
ship no longer required their
services.

Newly-elected township
trustee Larry O’Dell sald the

.township’s cable commlttee has

recently been marked with heat-
ed arguments and even stormy
exlts-aver whether the township
should stil! pay the money even
though the job has been given to

an outside contractor.

“l am one person on [the
cable] commities, and It’s been
like walking through a hurricane

since I got on it,” said Mr. O'Dell, -

who replaced longtime fellow
Demacrat Med Barr on the com-
mittee when Mr. Barr left the
township board. ‘I have no Idea
what to do with them.”

Bach year, the township re-
ceives approxdmately $175,000
from the four percent “franchiss
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ously remltted the franchise fee
payments 1o Bedfoxd Township
since. Buckeye first began pro-
viding cable services in Bedford
Township .in..2001. Buckeye s
owned by Block Communica-
- Hons Ine., which also ovims The
Blade.
“Maybe It's just @ misunder-
"+ standing,” Mr. O'Dell said. 'T've
talked [to all the former town-
ship-board members] and they
all had the same {dea — that
they weren't getting the service
they were paying for — so they
_discontinued the payment [to
the schools].”. '

Bedford Publlc Schools su-
petintendent Jon White, who
ettended the Aug. 20, 2002,
township board meeting where
board = menibers - approved
Triple L, said the cash-strapped
“district “was mnever officlally
notifled in a letter” that the
townghip would cease makin
the payment when It did in f

of that year. Mr, White sald that
since that time, the district hasg
continued to suppost its broad-

cast journalism -program with -

other fundindgI _
"I was dlsappointed. that

they chose to terminate the-

agreement when they did,” Mr.,
White said. o

Whiteford Township l Clerk

Bernice Heldetberg is a long-
time ex-officlo meniber of
Bedford Towmships Cablevi-
slon Committee, whers she
represents the -interests of

Buckeye cusiomers whar Jfve.
within _-Whiteford - Township. -

She said the recent discussions
over the township’s abandoned
$10,000 payment to the schools
is something that should be
spelted ottt cleatly in the fran-
chise agreement.

“If the, schoot is providing a
service for local (programming]

orlglnation-for the community, '
-then maybe they should loo

at it and pursie [restoration of
the annual $10,000 payments],”
Mis, Heidelberg safd. “I think

there afe some people.on the -
committee that- wouldlike to

see it restored.” .

fee" the township levies on each
monthly cable blll. The tax s im-
posed by nearlKail Jocal units of
government where cable televi-
slon operates, and once collect-
ed by the local cable company, fs
turned over to the local govern-
ment for use as it sees fit.

Tom Dawson, senfor managey
of government and communlty
affairs for Buckeye CableSystem,
sald his company has continu-
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