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Business abounds at the BBA
By TC Clements

BBA 3rd VP/Marketing Chairperson

Anyone who has lived in Bedford for very
long can tell you the exact location of the Bedford
Business Association (BBA) office. Most have
driven by the intersection of Secor and Dean roads
to find the scrolling or flashing marquee sign
proudly saying “Buy Bedford.”
But what many don’t know are the in’s and out’s
of the BBA and why membership in it can radically impact a business in the community.
When the BBA was formed, like most organizations, it had
an express purpose to promote local businesses. While this still
remains true to this day, the BBA has become so much more – with
so much to offer.
Without a doubt the BBA is a premier platform for businesses
in Bedford to connect, share ideas, pool resources and support
each other’s businesses.
When I first joined the BBA I truly thought it would be a loose
networking opportunity to get to know people in town, as I was
new to the area. With few expectations I showed up at a meeting
with reservations as to what I might be getting into. What I found
was an incredibly welcoming barrage of fellow business owners
who were excited to get to know me. Within a few meetings I
knew many people’s names and they knew me.
Beyond the excitement of having connected with other local
business owners I was so excited to have plugged into such an
incredible resource that I did not expect to find.
Within the BBA, there are experts in many fields. These experts,
these fellow business owners – these new friends, were more than
willing to share information and provide direction when I had a
question. I found opportunities to share my business with others
who in turn shared it with others and so on.
Two years ago that was me. New, excited, amazed and
impressed at a resource I discovered.
Fast-forward two years and the BBA abounds with opportunities and valued added propositions for its membership. The first,
and likely most known, opportunity for BBA members is participation in the Bedford Trade Fair. This weekend long event highlights member businesses and allows residents from all over
Monroe County, surrounding counties and Ohio to come and look
for vendors face to face. It is a premier opportunity to let your
business shine in front of tens of thousands of people but requires
membership in the BBA.
Another notable event is the monthly dinner meetings where
the membership come, network, talk business and have an informative speaker on a myriad of issues from business scams to
healthcare. The upcoming program on September 10 at St. Luke’s
Lutheran Church will feature a speaker on the current and imminent changes about to go into affect for all businesses that
utilize credit card processing. This relevant and informative session
is just another example of the topics the BBA seeks out
to provide more value, more knowledge and more empowerment
for it members.
From a marketing perspective the BBA publishes a directory
that is mailed out to all residents in the Bedford area annually.
It is also distributed to many other distribution points around the
community and county so that member businesses can present
their business collectively with others in local establishments. This
directory, of our members only, is a common resource for many
of our neighbors and is a go-to guide when locals want to find a
business for services.

In addition to all of these opportunities provided to its members, the BBA has recently begun even MORE valued added
propositions to make membership the best value it has ever been.
The BBA has several premier events each year, which allow
its members a chance to promote themselves affordably while also
raising money for scholarships, donations and other activities to
further promote the organization and its member businesses.
This year, the BBA, in partnership with the Monroe Chamber
of Commerce, hosted Bedford’s first ever Grub Crawl. The event,
which sold out in just a few weeks, allowed local member businesses to show off their menu and service to members of both the
BBA and the Monroe County Chamber.
This event, which was a tremendous success, shows the
power of collaboration and how the BBA is working to partner
with other organizations to further promote its members and
their businesses. It also provided an incredible sponsorship opportunity for businesses in both organizations to further reach
participants of the grub crawl as future possible clients.
About now you are likely saying, “I had no idea the BBA
did so much to support businesses and ultimately residents in
our community.” But wait Alex – there’s more! (I’ve always
wanted to say that!) In all seriousness there is so much more.
In another first, the BBA and Monroe County Chamber of Commerce are joining forces again to offer a Winter Getaway Cruise
opportunity to its members.
This trip to Florida in January will provide members a chance
to escape the winter, enjoy the Florida sun, have a short cruise and
network with other business owners. At an incredibly discounted
rate for members, this is another way both organizations are working hard to ensure that collectively and independently they work
to support and ensure the health of all businesses in the Bedford
and Monroe County area.
And the list goes on and on. Incredibly affordable advertising
in 10 editions of the BBA’s Bits & Pieces newsletter, website
listings for member businesses, additional internet presence for
marketing and so much more are part of what membership in
the BBA today includes.
So what does all this business support, opportunity, access,
advertising, education, empowerment and networking cost? Less
than 50¢ a day.
Think about it for a second. Where can you get all of this for
$175 a year? Not very many places. And this is why the BBA’s
membership continues to grow. I like to think that member businesses don’t survive – they THRIVE. And with each new member
the networking, opportunity and access for current members
increase.
Anyone in business who has ever done a cost benefit analysis
would agree that the benefits based on the cost are INCREDIBLE!
And wait for it – there is EVEN MORE!
Not willing to sit back and just be good, the BBA’s Board of
Directors have begun a very aggressive and focused campaign on
even more value for its members. In the next weeks and months
to come there will be several more areas where members will
receive value added opportunities.
Our focus is to continue to partner with members and neighboring organizations like the Monroe County Chamber of Commerce
to ensure that no stone is left unturned in the hunt for value that
we can provide to our membership.
If you had no idea that this is what the BBA could do for you
or you would like more information on how you could become a
member call the BBA office at (734) 850-2200.

OSHC to hold their last garage September BBA dinner
sale/flea market for the season meeting at St. Luke’s
Vendors and shoppers are
invited to be a part of the Olde
Schoolhouse Commons Garage
Sale/Flea Market that will be
held rain or shine on Saturday
September 12 from 8 a.m. to
3 p.m. at 8336 Monroe Rd.
(at the corner of Secor) in
Lambertville.
The garage sale/flea market
will be the last one at the Olde
Schoolhouse Commons for the
season and will feature a variety
of items. “There will be a mixture of garage sale and flea
market items and there will be
fresh flowers. Quite a little bit
of everything,” said organizer
Chris Zak.
There are still a few open
booth spaces for vendors. The
cost for a small booth space is
$10 and for a large space $15.
Vendors need to provide
anything that is required to
display their goods such as
tables and chairs, canopies,
display racks, etc.

The garage sale/flea market
is the perfect place to bring
garage sale items for anyone
who doesn’t want to have a
garage sale at their house.
Growers who sell fresh produce
are welcomed as are new businesses to introduce themselves
to the community. Food for
sale, with the exception of
produce, is not permitted at the
booths.
During the event the businesses inside the Olde Schoolhouse Commons will be open.
Professional Massage Therapy
Werks will be holding an open
house from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The Schoolhouse Lunchroom
will have some delicious breakfast and lunch specials.
Anyone interested in reserving a booth space can sign up
at the Schoolhouse Lunchroom,
located inside the Olde Schoolhouse Commons. They can
also call Chris Zak during the
day at (734) 854-8810 for more
information.

Howard’s
Meats
8078 Secor Rd. at Summerfield
Lambertville, MI

734-854-MEAT (6328)

Hours: Mon.-Fri., 9-7 • Sat., 9-6 • Sun., 10-4
Thank you for supporting your local businesses!

$3 OFF

ANY $30
PURCHASE

SALE ITEMS EXCLUDED • WITH THIS AD • EXPIRES 9/23/15

Lutheran Church

Don’t miss the Bedford
Business Association dinner
meeting on Thursday, September 10 at St. Luke’s Lutheran
Church, 1690 Sterns Rd. in
Temperance.
Networking will be from
6 to 6:15 p.m. followed by dinner. The cost for dinner is $12
per person and will be catered
by Red Star Diner.
At 6:30 p.m. there will be a
meeting with guest speaker,

Jonathan Anderson from Heartland Payment Systems. He will
be speaking on “Data Breach
and EMV Liability for Small
Business.”
For dinner reservations, call
the BBA office at (734) 8502200 or email b.b.a@bex.net by
Tuesday, September 8.
Members who cannot attend for dinner are encouraged
to come afterwards for the
meeting and program.

FIX-IT SHOP
We feature
American-made vacuum cleaners!
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BHS 50th Anniversary
event approaching!
Organizers of the Bedford
High School 50th Anniversary
celebration have been hard at
work and have spent a lot of
hours to put an event together
that can be enjoyed by all BHS
alumni during Homecoming
Weekend, September 25 and
26.
With just a couple of weeks
remaining until the big event,
plans have been or are in the
process of being finalized. The
event will kick off at 4 p.m. on
Friday with a “Mule Mingle.”
Food will be available for
purchase.
Alumni members will join
the current high school band
for a pre-game performance.
Following the marching band’s
halftime show, alumni from
the original high school building, the first graduating class
of the new high school and
all other alumni will be
recognized.
Saturday the high school
will be open for tours from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. There will
be displays throughout the

building and light refreshments
served in the cafeteria.
A special Commemoration
Ceremony will take place at
2:30 p.m. in the gym at Bedford Jr. High School. The talents of former musicians and
drama students will be featured.
Margery (Margie) Shinkle and
Pauline Tolly will also be
recognized for their service to
the students at Bedford High
School.
After the ceremony everyone is welcome to go to the
Bedford Jr. High School cafeteria for an opportunity for reuniting with class members and
more reminiscing.
To help out with any costs
that are incurred, donations
are being accepted and can be
made by going to the 50th
anniversary website: http://
bedford50th.my-free.website/.
For more information and
details about events during the
two-day celebration visit the
above website or the Facebook
page: Bedford High School
50th Anniversary.
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Jacey Clevenger
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JClevenger@fbinsmi.com
FarmBureauInsurance.com
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